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The Reader. 


READER, 


Was never learned, in the. Schools of men, any other 
Language but the Engliſh ; »or do I well nba 
' many words that is ſpoken in that Language , that 
come from other Tongues : \ and therefore it cannot 
be expetted that I ſhould place my words in what 1 
write, in ſuch an outward Scholar like-way; as pere 


' haps I might have done, had I been brought up in the' out- 


ward Schools of Learning. -To fhew outward Wiſdom, is 
not the thing I aim at in what 1 write, ( nor ought it to be 
my aim, if 1 had it) becauſe the things of God, that 1s in 
the way that God makes uſe of to, reſtore fallen man again 
wnto himſelf, hewill deſtroy the wiſdom.of the wiſe, afid 
bring to . nothing the underſtanding of . the prudetit, 
x Cor. 1.19, And therefore if I had been learned. in that 
Wiſdom, I could not, in and by that Wiſdom, experimentally 
and knowingly, have ſet forth to others, the way that God 
makes uſe of to reſtore loſt man again unto himſelf becauſe 
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' To the READER. 


God hath hid it from the wiſe and prudent, and hath re- 


vealed it unto babes: for ſo it ſeemeth_ good in the Fa- 
thers ſight, Luke 10.21. 


The thing that I aig in what I write, is, that the Tal- 
lent given to me might not be hid, but improved for him that 
gave it me; in my diſcovering what I by experience know 
of Mans being made in the Image of God: And how Man 
made a wrong uſe of that Onderftanding and Knquledge 
that God gave to Man in his Creation, as made in his [- 
mage - And how the ay Wer ſelf in man, at firſt was, and 
now is tempting Man in that Underſtanding and Knowledge 
that God hath given to Man, to perſwade man to pleaſe, [a- 
tisfie, and content himſelf more in what he underſtands and 
knows of God, than to yield obedience to God, according to 
what he-knew of God, that he ſhould obey God in: | 


God commanded man that he- ſhould not eat of the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil ; that u, he ſhould wot 
pleaſe, ſatisfie and content himſelf 1» that he knew God, 
and knew what was God's declared Will, that he ſhould do 
which was good; and knew what was God's declared Will, » 
that he ſhould not do that was evil, he was not to do evil ; 
of this Tree man was commanded not to eat of, nor to touch 
the Fruit f it : And God commanded man to eat of the Tree 
of Life which was in the midſt of the Garden, which was 
Jeſus, that in man that ſaved man from fm, that brought 
forth the Fruit of Obedience: unto God, according to: that 
whderſtanding and knowledge that God bad given to man to 
obey him in ;, this man was to eat freely of. And to de- 
clare what I know of God's love to all fallen men, and'how 
be will bring loſt man again to himſelf, by chufing them to 
take: up the Croſs. and follow Jeſus. | 


When' 


Tothe READER. 7” 


. When 1 at firſt began to write ſame part hereof, { began 
upon half a ſheet of Paper, and had no pages to write 
more than what might have been writ*upon half a ſheet of 
Paper ; and that onely concerning what Adam , the Wo- 
man, the Garden, the Serpent , the forbidden Fruit, the 
eating of the forbidden Tree, aud the death that Man 
died in the day that he eat thereof ; what theſe were in the 
myſtery : as Knowing, that no Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, nor Had 1 at firſt any thoughts of printing. 


But God, of whats I earneſtly begged to aſſiſt me in what 

I then was moved to write, re gning my will wholly up into 
bis will, in what T did, he hath cauſed me to exceed that 
bounds ( which then I thought to have left onely in wri- 
ting ;) and what I have writ, is according as he was 
pleaſed to put into me, and move in me to write, without 
obſerving any outward forms, rules, or methods in writing, 
as is uſed by men ſo to do.) Are not the Scriptures 
written, without "the obſerving of outward rules and 


methods # 


God having herein, in what. meaſure be pleaſed, lighted 
his Candle in me, he made known to me, that it was not to 
be put under a Buſhel, but on a Candleſtick; that ſo as 
an Inſtrument it may be a light to others, And in obedi- 
ence to God, 1 knowing no other way to do it in, to avoid of-." 
fence, but by being at the charge of putting it in print ; 
and ſo thereby to communicate it to my Children, Friends, 
and Acquaintance ; and thereby it may remain as an In- 
ſtrument in Gods hand, to be as an help to ſhew'to others 
bow ſubtile the ms ſelf is in man, to draw man-into 
diſobedience to God , and that under a pretence of profit 
; or gain' that man ſhall get by his diſobedience; in that 


thereby: 


—" 9 - »S,* 


- 


' To the READER. 

thereby. he ſhall become the more like unto God, to be as 
Gods : Which ſubtilty of the Serpent 'man cannot ſee, But 
as be. comes into thz obedience of Jeſus, the true Light in 
him ; and ſo come to know how God ſaves man again out 
of his diſobedience, and bring man . again into Timſelf : 
Which being outwardly lM , may outwardly remain, 
when outwardly ſhall not be Wk 


. . Henry Abbur. 
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Freely: given of GOD 


ry "tb believe theie 1 was an FRTT a man ae by Gol and 
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of man by the Spirit of Jeſus in man 3 They are taken out of Jeſus 
and given as Help-meets for the tifeof 'Fefus in man,” - —- + 
When I ſpeak of the Life of Fefiis in man, I donot mean; that 
cternal Life and Being that gave life and being to all thingy 3 for 
that Life and Being, the works or ations of man cannot reach 
unto to do it either good*or harm.: but, I mean the Life of Jeſus 
as Saviour-in man; as.he-is ſent of theFatbes, and i is come in- 
to fallen man, ( and is df tha eternal Me and' being that, gave 
being to all) 3 that life of his tha: was ſlain in man by ſid, and is 
. come again into mail toy be” raiſed up To Nie 3-and rficreby to fave 
man from finand tobring man to Gods and into-God aggin, from 
whence man fell byhis fin. And foas etarf kfeps- ka @bedience to 
his being drawn or lcd forth by the Spirit of Jeſus in him, ſo he 
in his obedience being thereukto led or drawn forth by the Spi- } 
rit of Jeſus Chriſt in him, is as an Help-meet for that lite of ” rw | 
in him, to ſave him fro nila rk the woman given 


asan Help-nitet; 1h gc 0 of. Coda A _ 
to that Lite of "8 


of his obedience in ge 

Spirit of Jeſus in him, is a __ or Linden 

in him; that is, to that Life that is a ſaving him from fin : And 
ſo that which was as an Help-meet, is deceived by the ut 
the Serpents ſelf; that in mah that yielded” Gbedieve to G 
deceived in and by ies lbedletic, erp « 


God's Spirit {rivin im froth. | is, 
Se Doty: NT: 


God's drawi 3, and 
ſtrivings and, gs.of the ir 


an Help-mect to he Mr of Jl bn is, o.that'Life that 
{aves from fin. T aching, was to brit "men 
to repent and turn to G "1 pho wm or repentance, Acts 26. 


20, Andit was Gods Coir Oltle, tO 1 ; 
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+ 4: «5 1b PROVES; 
tathe working of: God: in: him : -- but when man goes out of hig 
obedience, 'and yields not obtdience to the working of God's Spi-, 

rit. in. him,. then the woman is deceived and found in the trauſ(- 
_ greſſion. | = 

- While the woman ſtood in obedience to the ſirivings or draw- 
ings of the Spirit of God in her, which Grove in her to keep her 
from yielding to the temptations of the Serpent, and cauſed her 
to-refiti the temptations of the Serpent, telling him, that they 
might eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden : But of the fruit of 
the tree in the midſt of the garden, God had ſaid, they ſhauld not eat-of 
it, nor toxch it, leſt ye dies While the woman ſtood thus in obe- 
dience to the working of the Spirit of God in her, that (trove in 
her to keep her from finning, ſhe was, as God wrought It in her, 
an Help-meet for the preſerving of the Lite of Jeſus in her that 
kept her from fin: But while the Spirit of God thus wrought 
and ſtrove in her, (he hearkened to the Serpents temptation. and 
went out of her obedience into diſobedience; then (he was decei- 
ved, and found in the tranſgrcſſion, as all men in the ſtate of dil- 
obedience arc. 

How doth experience teach the truth of this ! at this very day 
the ſubtile Serpent preſents to man, his temptation. The Light, 
the Spirit, which is Jeſus, although in ſeveral names, yet but one 
Being, God makeshnown to wan that-what the Serpent tempts 
to, is a breaking of his Commands z, and the penalty that follows 
the breaking of the; Command. is dtath. This is the firiving; or 
drawing of God by his Spirit; in man, to'keep man from ſin { this 
was in the woman.) While man ſtands in obedience to theſe 
ſtrivings or drawings of God in him, he is kept from {m, ( and fo 
was the woman: ) And as man is thus an Infyument in Gods * 
hand, tor God. doth not ſave man from fin, without mans joyning, 
condeſcending, or being willing thereunto 3 and although the 
work be wholly Gods, who worketh both to will and to do, yet God 
doth not 'd6 this his great work, without his Inſtrument man. 
And as man is an Inftrument in Gods hand, '{o God makes him 
a fit Inſtrument 80 do his work withal. And ſo man: may. be ſaid 
to be an Help-mect for the work of God in-map 3 as a man that 

a work to do, makes an Inlirument fit- to. do his work. with, 

ſo his -Infirument-is an'Help-meet or, fit for hint to: do his 
lr with ot © pnanth 040 ra fre bios om tr aregt hk 
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Jefas, to keep man from yielding to the temptation of the Ser- 
pent.- The. Serpent atfo then firives in man, and draws in man 
td yield to his remptation 3 C this was the cauſe of the woman. ): 
The Serpent in his temptation cauſeth man to behold a good and 
pleaſantneſs to be had in the fin, in the forbidden Fruit, ( the wo- 
man ſaw that the Tree was good for food , and pleaſant to the 
eye.) When the onderſiandia part in man, the knowing part 
in man, beheld a good for food, and pleafantneſs to the eye, in 
what was contrary to the Command-”of God, and that there was 
ſo much good and pleaſantneſs in it, that he ſhall thereby have 
content and full fatisfaQion, as being wiſe as Gods. Then these 
is a defire in the mind Rirred up after the enjoying of it : ( this 
was the cafe of the woman, when ſhe ſaw the Tree to be good for 
food, and pleaſant to the eye3 then there was a defire tirred up. 
in her to take thereof to be made wife thereby.) So when the: 
underſtanding and knowing, part in man looketh- out and ſes 
that there is a good, a lechmenels, a fatisfaQion, and full con- 
tent in what God hath forbidden man to do, and that thereby he 
ſhall be made as Gods 3 then a deſire gets up in the mind to 
the enjoyment thereof,that he may be wiſe as Gods;that is,that he 
may know what good, what ' pleaſure, what fatisfaQtion, what 
content there is to be had. in the doing - the thing that God hath 
forbidden to'be done. And fo 'tnans defire 'is to. 'be wiſe in that 
God hath forbidden him to do, and to know what God would 
not- have him to know. - Arid when mah, inthe underſtanding 
and-knowing part, thus beheld what God had forbidden, and the 
defire of the inind is ket out after jtz then the will joyns with the 
defire of the mind, and as a hand, takes of the forbidden fruit and 
eats thereof, thas is, does what God hath forbidden him to do. 
C this was the caſe of the woman) and this is the fate-and con» 
dition of man at this day. | ; 
The underftanding and knowing part In-man, is that which 
knew this i5-good, and this men ought todo 3/ and that is evil, 
and that' man” ought not go do. is 'was in the woman 3 ſhe 
knew that it was good to cat of the Freey of xhe Garden, and' 
that ſhe 'boght todo itz,” and that it was an evil to cat'of the Tree. 
in the midit of the Garden; and'that ſhe ought not todo. '( Man's. 
knowing of ' what was/good, and what was'evil,, was the Tice 3. 


and it was in man, and-was not forbidden-to be in-tnan 4 and'fo- 


i was no fin, bat to'ext of i was ſordidden: The doing of what 
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God hath farbidden/man-\to do,.was and. is. the fio 3 but.che 
knowing of what God hath fcrbidden man to do, was;no fin, 
nor, is no fin.) And ahongithe woman thus underliood,and 
knew, and the knowledge did - not depart from her, tar when 
ſhe had ſinned, her. eyes were open, and ſhe aw;her. (elf naked ; 
that is, that (he ſaw that ſhe had done what. ſhe ought not to.do ; 
Jeſus was the Light in her that gave her this underlianding and 

nowledpe, as he is the Light in all men, and gives ther the un- 
derſtanding and knowledge.to know this is good, and this they 
ought to do and that is evil, and that they ought not to do : 
And this, as a Tree, remains (ſtill in all men. 

But this underſtanding and a + cannot properly be (aj 
to be Jeſus, the Light 3 but it is a gift of God in this Jeſus the 
Light given to'man, as he is the true Light which lightcth every 
man that cometh into the world. As a-Cangle that lighteth the 
houſe, and may. be ſaid to light all the houſe, or alt in the houls 3 
ſo Jeſus the-tfue Light is in man, and lighteth man. / And yee 
the Light, the underſtanding and knowledge that man hath from 
ghis Light, - is as the light in- the houſe is from the Candle being 
io the houſe 3 ſo is that Light that man hath, whereby he:knows 
this is gogd, and this he ought to do 3 andthat, is evil, and that 
he ought-not todo. This Light came from_Jeſus, the true Lighc 
in man 3 and this Light does not depart from man, but after man 
hath departed from his obeying of it 3 this Light remains in man, 
ſhewing him his diſobedience. And although this Light conti- 
nued in the woman ( as a meaſure of it is in all men ) and' the 
woman: knew that to obey God was good, and to diſobey God 
was evil z yet although ſhe thus underſtood and knew, fhe in the 
wrong ule of this nding'and knowledge ſaw a good tor 
= GS oy yu —_ way waged wh and 
that tor -was that ſhe a ed that in the enjoy» 
—— what God. had forbidden ber; to enjoy, ſhe (hould have 
fall content and ſatisfaQtion, (' as. þcing will: a3 Gods ) like as 
the natural body is fully contented and fatished with natural food : 
And this was plealing to that eye that fo beheld it. 

God did not give the gift of his Son to be a Light io 
man, to that end that gift to man. of his Son Jeſus, the truc 
Light, which did and doth enlighten every\man that cometh into 
the:world, was, that man fhould improve this gift in obedience to 
him. This was the mer eos gift as a Poxtion.to 

* bY - man3 
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man 3 but man, as prodigal ſon, miſ-ſpent/his Portion, and made 
uſe of it in per he As 5.06 that gives his fon -2 
Portion t6the'end that ke' ſhould improye jt, and in the uſe of it 
live to the honour of the Father that gave him it 3 but the ſon 
miſ-ſpends the Portion in evil courſes, as did the prodigal, to the 
diſhonour of the Father that gave it him. So was Gods gift to 
man of his Son Jelus, the Light given to man, to that <, that 
man in the light that he received fromthe true Light, Jeſus in 
him, and thereby come to that underſtanding and knowledge of 
what was good, that man ought todo; and in the underſtandin 
and knowing what was evil, that man. ought not to do3- that (6 
ryan in th underſtanding and knowledge (hould have honoured 
God as a Father in his obedience, in doing thoſe things that God 
hath made known to him and in him to be his will that he ſhould 
obey him in; But marr like a prodigal ſon, diſhonoured- God' his 
Father in and with that portion of underſtanding atid knowledge 
that God had given to him in and by his diſobedience. 
That underſtanding and knowing part. in man that ſaw and 
beheld a good for food, and thereby to be made wiſc as'Gods, and 
*#"ptcaſantnefs to the: eye, in the Tree that-God had forbidden to 
He cateri of,” that cauſed the deſire of the mind afrer it 4 'and' the 
defire of the mind puts forward the will 'to take and eat thereof. 
And theſe three are all but one, and make up that body or being 
itſelf; they are not to be ſeparated, but onely as they are known 
by their ſeveral workings and aftions, and make up but that one 
body ſelf in man. | 
' "Pe that will be-true to himf&lf, and tothe Light of God in him, 
he may by experience find the truth of it in himſelf, how they are 
one and agree in one: for no ſooner doth the eye of the under- 
fianding, and knowing part in man behold what God hath for- 
bidden, to be_ good for food, to make them wiſe as Geds, and 
pleaſant ro the eye, bur'the deſire of the mind is let out after ie, 
andthe will jdyns therewith; and as an hand, takes it; and o it is 
eaten 3 that is, the ſin is committed in the heart or inward part 
of man, although perhaps there may never bc'an outward appear- 
ance thereof, as to the' view or knowkdge of others; and if it be 


- outwardly known, the outward manifeſtation thereof may be done 


'at ſeveral diftances of ' time; as opportunity ſerves ; But within 
in th&heert or inward part of man, it is all done at once, and God 
Looks. bit it as the. cating of the forbidden Fruit, when: that the 


£ 


eye = 
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eyc of the-underſianding and knowing part in man beheld ic as 


gogd for food, and thereby-to be, made wife.as Gods, and plealing; 
to it, and. the defire-of the mind.is let- out; after it,, and. the will. 
joyns with the deſire, and ſoit becomes a fip in Gods light, -al- 
though there never. be the leaſt appearance of it without. And 
this is according to what Chriſt ſaid, Mat. 5.27, 28. Te have beard 
it bath: been ſaid by them of old-time, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 
Bus Þ ſay ento-you, That whoſoever looketh on a-woman to luſt after ber, 
bath'committed: adultery with her ajready in bjs heart. Mark here 
the eye- firſt looks upen her,” which muſi.imply, that/it fo looks. 
upon her as to, be good to ſatisfie and pleaſe him, and then luſt the 
deſire is ſtirred up after her, and the will that. condeſcends, and. 
then-the adultery is alrcady committed in the heart, although no 
outward action ever be manifeſted tending thereunto. And what. 
Chriſt ſpake of .an outward woman, may be faiq of all outward. 
Creatures: When the eye of the underſianding.. and knowing 
part; ix;,man, doth look upon any Creature,. otherwiſe than it is 
Gods will that man ſhould, look upon them, and the deſire of the 
mind be:let out after them, contraxy to. the red will of Gcd. 
which was: given to-man before his fall ; and the.will joyos there- 
withgi that cit vill have its deſue. ſatighed inthe enjoyment, of 
them, although contrary -to Gods command to man. Here the 
inward adultery is committed, with the Creatures, although thete 
come none of it.forth into outward ation. And this is a kind of 
inwaxtaod ſpiritaal whoxedom committed in the heart or inward. 
part,in man. --/: == _Y 7H; Ws 
And this yndedttanding and knowing part in man which looks 
upon what God hath forbidden, to be-good food 'for it, tobe 
thexeby made wiſe as'Gods, and. ſo pleaſing to it, and the defire of 
' the mind to. be let .out after it, and the will condeſcending and 
takes itin and cats of itz that is, doth the things that God hath 
forbidders to be done. . Theſe three thus —_— together in one,, 
as they are bat. ones [this is that which, is the Antichgilt in man, 
ic is that which opppſeth God. in his workings by his Son, Jeſus in. 
man, for the bringing man again to God, i. And-it is. that man of 
tio in man, the Son. of Perdition, that is to be revealed, who op- 
poſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, or that, is 
worſhipped, fitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing himfelf that be - 
is God; and is the myſtery of ipiquity,, Ang this is he: that lettech - 
and will let, unciLhe be: taken away 3. and when he is taken as 


—_——— 
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then his wickedneſs is rrp then'is he made cvanifeſt what 
he was 3 thatris, when Jeſus is a confum mingof him with the 
rit of his mourch, and of brightne(s of his tomin# in the heart of 
man. And then, whereas e the com _— Jelus in- man, 
and is in man'this  conſurnirig; of this'ma lin, he that is tho 
man of fin, \until Jeſus is a conſuming of 'him, lieth hid-in the 
heart or inward'part of men, and'is not knownito what he is, 
but fitteth in Gods Temple in man-as God;and manboweth down 
co him anft worſhippeth him as his Gsd, whom: the Lord Jeſus 
ſhall ( yea'he does, 45txperience teacherlt{ us!) conſumehim wich 


the Spirit of his mouth, and deſtroy him with the brightneſs of 


his coming, 

Men have along time been- looking without them, and engui- 
ring without them, who that man of ſin ſhould' be, and what jn 
is that is to be revealed, and fo to be revealed, whoſe comi 
after the working of Satan , with all power, and fignes, hes 
ing wonders, _ ————_— and unrighteoaſneſs: in 
them that periſh, fe they receive: not the love of the Truth 
that they might : And for this cauſe God ſhallfend them 
firong deluſions that they ſhould! believe a lye, that they all may 
be damned who belicve not the eruth, but had pheaſur& in un- 
rightnels. 

I fay, their ſoanuch-looked-ont for theman of liry to berevealed 
widen them, that is it that hath hindered that they have:not-ſetn 
the revelation of him within them : For what is'there ſpoken of 
the man of ſin, but the ſame may be found in that underſtandin 
and knowing part ir man, that ſaw and' beheld a for' 
and thereby to be made wiſe as Gods, anda neſs to the 
eye in the Tree that God had forbidden-to'be eaten thereof, and 
the deſire of the mind after it, and the will to take and cat of it ? 
Joyn theſe three together'in one, as deed they arc but one, and 
make but one man fin, ' for they all were j and united 
cher"in the cating ofthe forbidden Fruit, and'ſo tay pro- 
perly be ng dia of Gn, becunle they pe the firft fin in 
man. And ſee if you donor tind in thele} as they are joyned and 
united together, all that is ſpoken of the man of fin, in 2/ Thefſ. 2. 


| — prophecy of ſtriprure is of any private interpretation , 2 Pet. I, 


"The Garden, in the adder, is the heart of nian, ot the inward 
pare of nian,; that' was Gods garden. While 4dom flood in his 
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ge nds heaxt or jnward part of Adam was pleaſant 
ant ful-to God, and Adaw's hcarts delight was in God, 
and his obedience tp: God was: pleaſant unto him 3 and fo the 
heart or inward part of man doth very fitly reſemble a Garden 
which. is a.ptcaſant and delightful place. In-this Gardeny in the 
heart of inward part of man, Adam, after he. had fallen, in the 
cool of the day hearg, God's voice walking in the heart or inward 
part (as man in the: fallen ſlate doth at this day } and calling to- + 
Adam, faying, Where art thow ? And his cyes being opened, he _ 
knew that he was naked { ( which cannot be meant the outward 
eyes of his. body, for they were open before, and he ſaw his out- 
watd body before 3 ) but the cyes of his underſtanding were open- 
ed, and he ſaw himſelf naked for want of that righteous Garment 
of obediencc that God had clothed him with in the Creation 3 
which Garment :rcmained upon him, and he was clothed with it, 
untilhe-eat of the | ruit 3 an& when he had caten of the 
forbidden Fruit, then he ſaw himſelf naked, fripped out of that_ 
rightcoug Garment of obedience that God had created him in.. 
And then when he heard God's voice walking in his heart ar in- 
ward part ;( which before he cat of the' forbidden Fruit, ,was 
pleaſing to him ) but after he had caten of the forbidden Fruit, 

c was-afraid of God's voice, and bid himſcif, from God, fearing 
Gods: jaſtice-that he ſaw he juſtly deſerved for his fin ( as expe— 
 vience teacheth/us in the fallen fate and condition of man, at this 
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| very day demant rewalogio that fallen ite.) And thas when man 
| Jad fiancd.thehtart oninwardigart of man; that, which was before 


life, a.gardenfordelightand pleaſantneſs, is become like a. Hell, a 
Place of fearglread, and torment :- And indeed that fear that was 
min nh guningn nongmn nr oyury penny Ye 

| te ion ell inman. here 
God may be fail 49 fend manor drive man out of the garden that 


delight in him, in his fallen Rate, was becauſe 
mann his diſobedience he found no love nor delight that he had+ - 
| | , in- 


RE [10] 
io hiniſelf rowards- God; | and/(0.he ?Jjadged God to'berhaings 
towards him, ashe had 'changed' himſelf rownds Gbd!t'gWhen in 
trath, the change was onely'in man, | Arid {o tman rfiay be ſaid 
to ſend. drive, or turiihimſclf out of the Garden, where man' in 
the falfen fiate is, and ſo do continue out” of the Garden until 
there is a change wrought in the-heart of man, by any ronghe 
to a knowledge of God's unchanpgeablenels Hat alchough man by 
his diſobedience turned eriemy to God, yet Tove cetitinued in God 
towards mari. © God ſo loved the world, God's love was ſo great 
to-man, too great for the tongue of man to expreſs, or the heart 
@f man to conceive of, that-he gave his onely begotten ſon, that whoſo- 
ever believed in bim ſhould not periſh, but ' bave everlaſting life, Joh. 
3.16. And; God' commended -his love towards wt, that while we 
were ſinners, Chriſt died for w. When we were enemiet, we weve re- 
conciled to God- by the death of w How: 5.8, 10. Theſe Scri 
ptures ſhew the unchangeableneſs oFSod's lqve to man; which 
. until man comes in ſome meaſure or degree to be made ſenſible of 
the unchangeableneſs of God's love, the fear of God's juſtice for 
fin, continues in the Heart of man, and:man continues out of the 
Garden, *2nd a true love to God is -wanting in- the heart: of 
min. —_— | 2300 
But when that Change is wrought in'the heart, that we love 
God- becauſe he firſt loved us, then mani cometh again into the 
Garden, and-man obeys God, becauſe God hath made known 
his love t6 him: and thercfore he loves God agatn, apd: then the 
heart of inward part in man, 'is pleating and' delightful -to Gbd 3 
man's delight'is to obey God. + 3-John' 4.18, 194 There is no fear 
in love, but perfef love caſteth out fear ; becauſe fear bathy torment - 
be that feareth, is not made-perfed in love. We love him, becauſe he 
firſt loved us. - Here is the true ftate-of man-in-the- Fall, and of his 
being reſtored again ; When man by bis tranſgteſſion- had loſt his 
love to God, then the fear of God entered into hisheart, and+thar 
cauſed or brought forth' torment 3. and: as long/as fear continued in 

mans-heart, mans Jove is not made perfe& to God, and mans love 

is made perfc&t to-God by our loving of; him, becauſe be firſt loved 
ws 3 and then mans heart or the inward part in man, cometh a- 

gain to be as a pleaſant and delightful Garden. ; | 

The Tree of knowledge of gvod and: evil, as in the :myſtery, 

God made man, and as a gift, God gave to man the- knowledge. 
of himſelt that he was his God : And God alſo gave to om 
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knowledge of his revealed will, that what God had commande 
man to do, was God's will that he ſhould do 3 an@ what God had 
made known of himſelf in man, and what was God's revealed 
will in man, that he ſhould do in obedience to him, was good : 
be and ſo God gave to man the knowledge of what was good. And 
y q God gave all# to man the knowledge of his revealed will of what 
d * © God had commanded himnot to do 3 and what was Gods revea- 
led will in man, that God had commanded man not to do, that 
wasevilz and ſo God gave to man the knowledge of what was 
A evil: And. this was in mans heart or the inward part of man, 
: which in the myſtery was God's Garden. And this knowledge 
* | of good and evil, in the myftery, is a Tree remaining in the Gar- 
N | den, in the heart or inward part of man 3 and in this knowledge 
l of what was good, and what was evil, man for a time ſtood in his 
| obedience to God, obeying God in the doing all that he had com- 
F manded him to do; and vbeying God in the leaving undone all 
that he had forbidden him to do. And while man in this his 
knowledge ſtood thus in obedience to God, -in doing all.that God 
had commanded him to do, and in leaving undone all that God 
had commanded li not to do 3 man knew no will in him of his 
own, but mahs will was wholly refigned up into Gods will z man 
willed nothing but what God willed in him z and what God wil- 
| led in man, that man willed in God 3 and man knew noother will 
( but the will of God.: and fo God was all, and in all man. 
| And man was the Paradiſe, the delight of God 3 and God was 
the Paradiſe, the delight of man': And out of the ground that the 
Lord God: had made man of, the Lord God made to grow every tree . 
that is pleaſant to the ſight, and good for food : the tree of life alſo 
in the mid(t of the garden, aud the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
Gen, 2.7.9. The Tree of Life is Jeſus, the Light of God in man , 
and this Tree was alfo in the midit of the garden : the garden js 
\the heart or inward part of man, which the Lord God planted 
. Eaftward, which is the place of the riling of the Sun 3 which is as 
much as to ſay,God fo placed the heart or inward part in man his- 
garden,that it ſhould be in-the place wherein the riling of his Son 
Jeſus, the true Light in man,did riſe 4 and. as a Treexthere to grow 
and. be in the midſt of his gazden,; and-the/Txee:of knowledge of 
good and evil, I pray 'obſerve the wards, of! the- Scripture : The 
"zree of life alſo in the midjt of the gerden,; andthe tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. Sce how near I” of knowledge of good = 
- * Fe: \ 
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evil, is placed to the Tree of life 3 there is'but (' and ) between 
them, and that ( and ) makes them two Trees 3 -and ſo indeed 
they are : The Tree of Life is one, which is Jeſus the true Light 
of God in man 3 and the Tree of knowledge of good and evil, is 
another 3 and they are ſo near joyncd together, that there is but 
an (and) that parts them : Jeſns' the Woxd of: God, the true 
Light in man, gave man the knowledge of -what was Cods: will 
.that he ſhould do, and that was good, man was todo'good ; and 
the ſame Jeſus the V/ord of God in man, gave man the knowledge 
of what he ſhould not do, and that was evil, man was not to do 
evil. And theſe two Trees were very nearly joyned together in 
Gods garden, in the heart of man 3 and fo a meaſure of them do 
continue ſo nearly joyned together at this day, that would man 
be true to himſelf, and the Light of God in him, he might ſee 
_ to be both in him, and how neatly they are joyned together 
in him. | 

While man was thus in Gods garden, and theſe-two Trees in 
him, and- he kept by Jeſus the Light of God in him, .in obeying of 
God according to that knowledge that God had given him of 
his revealed will, in doing what God had cofnanded him to do, 
and in leaving undone what God had forbidden him to do : In 
his thus obeying God, man cat of the Tree of lite, and lived ; he 
lived in God, in obedience to God, knowing nothing but the will * 
of God, and doing nothing but the will of God. Mans know- 
ledge of evil, as it became a fin in man, was mans nat continuing 
in obeying God, in doing the things that he knew God had com- 
manded him to do : This was the aQtual knowing of evil, the 
knowing of evil by the doing of evil, and that was fm. The 
Tree was knowledge, and while obedience was joyned_ to know- 
ledge, it was a good Tree as God had placed it in the heart or in- 
ward part of man ; but when diſobedience was joyned to know. 
ledge, then it became an evil Tree; then man eat of the Tree 
whereof God had commanded him that he ſhould not eat of. 
And mans diſobedience came from ſelf-ends, a will and defire that 
was in them to be wiſer than God had made them, and to have 
another likeneſs of God than that Image that God had created 
them in ; their defire was not to be in Gods Image as he had 
made thern, but to be as Gods in knowledge. | 

The Serpent, in the myſtery, is mans (elf, or mans will, as ſe- 
parated from God , and this is that which was more _ 
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than any Beaſt of the Field that God had made. God made all 
the Beaſts of th& Field, and they were good.; Frgm whence then 
came this more ſubtile Beaſt? ( it may bare the name of Beaſt, . 
that mans will- as: it is revealed from Gods will, becauſe of the 
foul, unclean, and evil bealily nature that was in it; ') it was not 
of Gods creating, becauſe it was not good 3 if it had been good, 
it could not have tempted to” the -knowledge of evil jp the do- 
ing of evil, that is, it could not have tempted man to diſobey + 
God; ſelf in man, or a mans own will ſeparated from God, is 
nore ſubtile to tempt man than all the Beaſts.of the Field that 
God hath made that is, (elf in man or a mans own will,is more 
ſubtile to prevail with man to diſobey God, than all without him 
can prevail with him to diſobey God. Fames 1, 13, 14, 15, 
13 verſe, Let no man ſay when be is tempted, I am tempted of God : 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, -neugher tempteth he any man 
( that is, God tempts no man'to evil, and as God is good, ſo are 
'- all the Creatures that he hath made; and as they are good, and 
' the creation of God, ſo the Creatures they cannot tempt man to 
” evil.) .14 verſe, But every man is tempted when be is drawn away + 
of bis own luſt, and enticed. ( Mark, that which tempts man to * 
fin, and entice him tolin, it is ſomething of his own : the Apo- 
file calls it Jt, that is, the height of defire : in- Geneſis it is called 
defire, a Tree to be defired to make wiſe: And daes-not luſt, the 
height of defire to be made wiſe in what God hath forbidden, 
come from ſclt in man.) 15 verſe, Then when luft bath conceived, 
' it bringeth forth fin, aud fiu, when it is finiſhed, it bringeth forth death. 
The compaxiſon is taken from natural conceptions and bringings 
+ forth ; That which conceives, is of its own 3 it is ſomething with- 
in that conceives, it is an inward a&t, and not an ak without 
them; and.conception is before bringing forth 3 and what -is 
brought forth, is of the ſame kind with that which conceived : 
What then can be moxe plaincr than that, that the Serpent that 
tempts 40 in, is (elf, or a mans own will in {cparation from God, 
or lomething of mans ſelf that draweth him torth into difabedi- 
ence to- what he knew to be the mind and will of God for him to 
do and the gain that he expects. by his diſobedience C is to be 
wile } to pleaſe himſelf? ; 

Thexe is; nothing Gods,oppolite os enemy, but what:God hath 
forbidden 3; all that God created, he made very good, Ger. I. 31. 
God did not make the Devil a Devil it the Devil be a fallen Ha 
| * Zz . . ANCE 
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gel, as many believe him to bez and ſo before he fell he was an 
Angel as other Angels are, miniſtring Spirits 3 ſo was mans will, 
and all that was in man in the creation was an Angel a miniſtring 
Spirit, and miniſtred, that is, waitcd or attended upon Gods will, 
as the Angels do z but when the temptation entred into man, and 
then when man by the temptation was overcome, and defircd to 
be as Goge. Then the miniltration of the will of man fell from 


*the miniliration that it had before in the creation, to wait or 


attznd upon the will of God : and fo the will of man it became a 
fallen Angd, a fallen Miniftration, a fallen Spirit. The Angels 
they are miniltring Spirits, attending upon the will of God 3 fo 
was the will of man, and all that was in man in his creation, was 
a miniſtring Spirit attending upon the will of God : But when that 
which was more ſubtile than any Beaſt of the Field that-God had 
made, ertred into Gods Warden, ( that is, into mans heart or the 
inward part of man ) and man yielding to the temptation, deſi- 
ring to be as Gods, that is, todo his own will, and not to do Gods = 
will; then entred into mans heart the Devil. See the truth of it, 
John 8. 44. Te are of your father the devil, and the Iuft of your fa- 
ther ye will do: be was a murderer from the þtginning, and abode 
not in the truth, becauſe there is no trath in him. When be ſpeaketh 2 
lye, he fpeaketh of bis own : for he is a lyar, and the father of it. 
Chriſt here cells the Jews, they were of their Father the Devil, 
and the luſt of your Father ye will do + Juſt is the great defire of 
the heart after the forbidden Fruit which is of the Devil,, he is the 
Father of it, he is the begetter of it 3 the Devil, called the Serpent, 
was the Fathcr that begot the delire after the forbidden Fruit. 
And Chriſt alſo told the Jews, that he was a murderer from the be- 
ginning, and abode not in the truth. If the Devil were not once 
in the truth, then how can it be ſaid, he did not abide in it ? 
Mans ſelf or will, all that was in man, was once in the truth, as 
God is the truth, in God, in Gods will, as God created man and 


' made him good 4 but mans will, it abode net in the truth that is 


in God, for God is the truthz it abode not in the doing Gods 
will, but went into the doing its owp will, ard fo murdered the 
Life of God in man, that is, murdered Jeſus the innocent. Lamb 
of God, which was in man to preſerve and kcep him from fin 
and ſo Jeſus was the innocent Life in man, as he Kept man from 
fin 3 as appears by Jeſus telling the woman what was Gods will 
that they ſhould do , they might eat of the fruit of the Trees A the 

| garden, : 
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garden : and what was Gods will that they ſhould not do ; bus | 
of the fruit of the tree-in the midſt of 'the garden, God bath ſaid, Te 
ſhall not eat of it,” neither ſhall ye touch it : - And the penalty that 
would. faſF tpon them if they did not Gods will therein, it was, 
that they ſhould die. This was Jeſus the true Light in man, that 
gave the Serpent this anſwer. And Jeſus did for a time preſerve 
man from yielding to the temptation: for the woman did not eat 
of the forbidden Fruit preſently, as ſoon as the Serperg tempted 
her to eat of it, but, as ſoon as, ſhe had eaten thereof, Jeſus the 
Lamb of God, the innocent Life that was before in them, was 
flain in them 3: Jeſus that had preſerved them from fin, was flain 
in them; that is, as to their obedience toGod, fo was he flain in 
them 3 but not ſlain in them as the Light tos make known their 
fin to them, noras he was a Judge to condemn them for their 
fin : ſo Jeſus continued alive in tham, as appears in that. their 
eyes were opened, and they ſaw themſclves naked, and were a- 
frdid of God. And Jeſus told the Jews the reaſon why the De- 
vil diFnot abide in the truth 3 the Devil abode net in the truth, be- 
cauſe there is no truth in bim. When he ſpeakgth a lye, be fpeaketh his 
own :; for he is a lyar andthe father of it. That. which isalye, is of 
the Devil, 'and it is the Devil, and ſo the Devil entered into man 
ka the lye that was in the temptation 3 and there can be no truth 
in a.lye, and therefore a lye cannot abide in the truth, it cannot 
haxe a being in God 3 all deceit of deceiving isa lye, and is of the 
Devil, and indeed it is the Devil, becaulc it is truths oppolite, 
ind truth is God, and God is truth, and God which is truth, 
was firſt, and was before there was deceit or lye : for there was 
in the beginning ( mark that ) when there was, and was nothing 
but God, nothing but truth; where then was the Devil ? But 
the Devil abode not in the truth, he was a murderer from the be- 
ginning 3 which cannot be meant from the beginning of time, 
tor then the Devil was not a Devil, God made all things good 3 
but the beginning of the Devil, was the murdering or flaying in 
man, Jeſus that preſerved man from fin 3 that is, it flew Jeſus as 
to mans obedience or- obgying that in him which kept and pre- 
ſerved man in the doing the will oF God, and fo kept man from 
fin. And man was brought into diſobedience to God, by lying, 
by deceiving was the innocent life in man ( that did God's will 
in man ) flaiv. Andthis was the beginning of the Devil in man, 
which abode not in the truth,.he went out of the truth, and there 
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js no truth in that which goes ont of the truth 4 all that is out of 
the truth, out of God, is a lye, .is deceit, is the Devil, And thus 
by theſe ewo Scriptures it doth plainly appear, that man was 
tempted by fomething within him; and: mans; temptation was 
the cntring of the Devil into mans heart, and that the Serpent 
was not an outward Creature, as many do think or ſuppoſe it to 
be. | 

New the ſerpent being more ſubtile than any beaft of the field that the 

Lord God had made, he gets into the Lords Gads garden; or elſe 
how could he ſpeak in man, when man was in the garden of the 
Lord God ? Before the temptatiqn entred into, the garden of 
God, into the hetrt or iaward part in man, man knew no will 
that he had. of his own 3 man was in his Virgins ſtate, he knew 
nothing of man, he knew nothing of himſelf, nor of any will that 
he had'of hisown z he  onely knew God, and knew Gods will, 
and that will he had, was wholly xcſigned: up into Gods will, and 

did nothing but Gods will: but after he. had yielded to the temþp- 
tatioh, then his eyes were opened, and he 'then ſaw himſeff.co be 
naked 3 man with his outward eyes {aw his outward body before 
he was terapted + but after he had yiclded: to the temptation, 
then his eyes were opened, and he ſaw himſelf in that butward 
body which before he did not fce, ( before he yielded'to the t 
tation, he ſaw nor knew nothing of himſelf; ) but after he had 
yielded to the temptation, his eyes being opened, .he knew himſelf 
naked, that is, he knew himſelf naked, {tripped of the righteous: 
garment God in the Creation made him in 3 he then beheld (elf 
in him, and/f{clf that ſet him preſently at work to make himſelf 
Aprons to cover their nakedneſs-with, of the leaves of the Fig- 
tree, the Tree Jeſus&urſed, becauſe he found no fruit on it, 

It is ng fin to be tempted 3 Jeſus, as man, was tempted, and 
yet did .got fin: And when he taught his Diſciples to pray, he did 
not teach them to pray that they might not be tempted, but he 
taught them to pray 'that they might not be ted into the tempta+ 
tion 3 to be lcd into the temptation, that is a tin, to yield to the 
temptation, that is a fin. Jeſus, as man, had a will in him that 
cauſed him to pray, that if it were pothble that/Qup might be ta- 
ken from him. And he had a will in him that cauſed him to pray 
to the Father, that that will of his that would have had the Cup 
taken from him, ſhould not be done 3 but that'that will. of the Fa* 
ther ſhould be done,; that would haye him to drink of the Cup. | 
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And in all this Jeſus ſinned not, becauſe his will was reſigned y 
into the will of the'Father, and.not his will; but. the will'of the 
Father was to' be done. I make mention of theſe two wills in 
Jeſus, to the end to help the ungerfianding of that, that when the 
cemptation entred into man, there might be two wills in man 
and yet man, by the power of God.in him, was kept from finning, 
kept from entring into the temptagion, kept from yielding to the 
temptation, kept trom eating of the forbidden Tree: 

When the temptation entred into the garden ob God, into the 
heart or inward part. in man, there was then fomething in man 
that would have drawn man out of his obedience ta Ged, into- 
diſobedience 'to God.; And this was that which the Temptet at 
firſt; defied, and that which at firſt would have .drawn.,man. out 
of his obedience to God, into diſobedience to-God. -» This in time 
did do what at firſt it defired to do,- and fo it did its : own will: 
And that which at firſt would have brought man out of his obe- 
dience to God, into diſobedience to God, was the ſame ſubtile 
Serpent, the (ame will that in time did its:will, im bringing man 
out of obedience to Gcd, into the diſobedience to God. FIY 

Now this ſerpent was: more ſubtile then any beaſt of : the field that 
the Lord\/God had made, Man in the enjoyrnent of all the Crea- 
tures, the Fiſh in the, Sea, the: Fowl of the Air,. andthe Cattel of 
all the. Earth, and. the creeping things that creep, upon the Earth, 
all theſt-did not tempt nor prevail with man <o draw or take his 
will out of Gods will; in-doing, the things that:Gyd had com- 
manded to do, and in leaving» undone the things «that God had 
commanded him not to do : But man in the enjoying and having 
dominjon oyer all theſe, his will was kept. in the doing of Gods 
will; and in the enjoying of all theſe, his will was wholly refign- 
ed up into Gods will, and to do what God would haye him to do 
with them, he knew no will of his own in the enjoyment and ha- 
ving dominien over them all : for when God in. his will brought 
to Adam every Beaſt of the Field, and every Fowl of the Air, to 
ſce what Adam would call them : whatſoever man called every living 
credfure, that was the name thereof. Thus was mart kept in the 
enjoyment and having dominion over all Cxcatures, by Jeſus the 
Light of God in him, that none of them tempted. him to draw his 
obedience from God, into diſobedience to God 3 but his will con- 


tinued farm in the being into Gods will, and kept in 
the doing of what God bave him to dsz and be knew vo 
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other will but that will that did Gods will in him. But the Ser- 
pent that was more ſubtile than any Beaft of the Field, he gets 
into Gods garden, into the heart or inward part in man z and 
then there was ſomething in may that would have that done in 


. man, that God had forbidden man to do z and this at length 


proved a will in man : for that which began the temptation in 
man, continued the temptationsin him, till there was a* willingneſs 
in man to yield to the temptation. 

Now the Serpent began his temptation very ſubtilly, and ſaid, 


Yea, bathf God ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of every tree of the garden ? He puts 
- it by way of queſtion, Whether it were ſo or no,that God had ſaid, 


they ſhould not eat of every Tree in the garden? To eat, is to 
take in content and fatisfattion, as the natural bddy is. contented 
and ſatisfied with eating outward food ; + ſo that was the Com- 
mand of God, that man ſhould not eat, ſhould not content and 
ſatisfic himſelf with the Tree of knowledge of good and evil ; 
that is, man ſhould not be contented and ſatisfied in that he knew 
what was Gods declared will that he (ſhould do, and what was 
Gods declared will that he ſhould not do. - This man whs not to 
eat of, this man was not tocontent and ſatishe himſelf in'; but he 
was to eat freely of the other trees of the garden. Man was com- 
manded to cat-freely of the Tree of Life, of Jeſus, by which he 
was by his Spirit in him,”led into obedience to the Commands of 
God, of this'man was to feed freely of 3 that is, man might freely 
content and ſatisfie himſelf, in that he was drawn by the Spirit of 
God, the Light of Jeſus in him, into the obedience of Gods Com- 
mands and in the doing thereof, he knew gothing of any will of 
his own, but was led.and drawn thereunto bythe will of God in 
him. And on this Tree he was freely to cat, treely to content and 
{atishe himſelf in. KG 
But if man, ,as to the outward 'doing 'of things, - does thofe 
things that God hath commanded himto'do, and does'them from 
the leadings or drawings'of his own will in him, and feed-upon 
this, content and ſatisfie-himfelf with what he does in obedience 
to God, and*done in his own will 3 th& is the eating' of the'Tree 
of knowledge of good and evit: : for although one'part ' of” it be 
good, as it is the doing of what God'hath commandedy yet the o- 
therpart of it is<vil; asit is-2 doing of what' God hath forbidden,; 
for God is a jealots God, and 'will not'give his glory: to another 3 
God will not have mans will to be the leading or moying =_ 
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In the leading or drawing of man out-to do God's will, in the 
doing what God hath commanded to be done, this God hath 
forbidden in man to be done 3 that is, God hath forbidden man 
to take his work out of his hands: for it is Gods work onely to 
work in man an obedience to himſelf z he muſt work both to will 
and to do. | , 

The ſubtilty of the Serpent ſaid in man, Tea, bath God ſaid, Te 
ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden? Which is as much as to 
ſay, Is there any Tree in the garden that God hath faid, Ye (hall 
not eat of? Is there any thing in the heart or inward part of 


. man, that God hath ſaig, Man ſhall not cat of, man ſhall not con- 


tent and ſatisfie himſelf in ? Oh how willing is man to cat of, 
to content and fatisfie himſelf with what he finds to be in his 
own heart, or in the inward part of man; and eſpecially if he 
finfl any thing there that would be willing to be in the doing of 


* any thing, as to the outward things, that he knew that God hath 


commanded him todo? How little then docs man queſtion whe- 
ther he may not eat of this Fruit, content and fſatishe himſelf in 
his doing of thoſe things thathe knew that God hath comman- 
ded tobe done ? *And to man, in the doing the things that God 
hath commanded to be done in his own will, to pleaſe, content, 
ard ſatisfie himſelf in the doing of them; and man not waiting 
for the {trivings of the Spirit of God in him, to draw him forth 
in Gods will in the doing,of thoſe things that God hath required 
of hirfi to do, but mans Ping of them inghis own will, this is the 
cating of the forbidden Fruit z which the Serpent ſubtilly tempt- 
eth to do in his doubtful Queſtion, Whether or no God had ſaid, 
Ye ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden ? 

But man, in the woman, did not preſently-yield to this tempta- 
tion of the ſubtile Serpent, will in the woman had not gotten ſo 
much power over the man 3 but when the ſubtile Serpent preſen- 
ted his doubtful Queſtion in the woman, Tea, hath God ſaid, Te 
ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden ? Jeſus, the Word, the true 
Light of God in man, was then fſiriving in man todraw and pre- 
led into the temptation : And ſo it was no 
ſin in man to be tempted 3 the fin was in being led into the tem- 
ptation; that is, in yielding to the temptation 3 which for a time 
man was kept from by the ſtrivings of the Spirit of God in man, 
the drawings of the Spirit of Jeſus, the true Light in man, who in 
the woman gave this anſwer to on FO Serpent: We may eat 
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of the fruit of the trees of the garden : But of the fruit of the tree that 
# in the midft of the garden, God hath ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of it, nei- 
ther ſhall ye touch it, leſt ye die. Here man, by the woman, in the 
help and affiftance of he Spirit of Jeſus, the Light in man thac 
cauſed him to relate to'the Serpent the Command of God in 
what was Gods revealed will to him, and in him, wherein he was 
to obey God, in doing what God had commanded him to do-; 
and wherein he was to obey God, in what God had commanded 


*+him not to do« Apd hereby having his will kept and preſerved © 


iv the will of God, he reſiſted the temptation, and ſtood in his 0- 
bedience to God, feeding upon the Tree of, Life in him. 

But the Serpent continuing his temptation, ſaid tinto the wo- 
man, Te fhall not ſurely die. For God doth know that in the day*ye 
eat thereof, then your eyes ſhall be opened: and ye ſhall be as Gods, 
knowing good and evit, The Serpent had before asked the Queſtidn 
in man, Tea, hath God ſaid, Teſhall not eat of every tree in the gar- 
den ? What could he willed or deſired in the asking of this Que- 
ſtion, but the drawing of man out of his obedience to God, into 
diſobedience > But the will at that time was not gotten .to be {0 
ſtrong in the man, as to prevail over man but ir was related by 
the power of God in tnan. ( May I not fay by the ſame power-of 
God in man, that prayed, Father, not my will, bat thy will be done ? ) 
Here began the ſtrife between the two wills in man 3 which Paxl 
was ſenlible of, when he ſaid, The good thyt 1 would, I do wot ; but 
the evil which 1 would mt, that 1 do, Rom. 7. "God by hisVpiric 
ſtrove in the will of man, that is, in that will of man which had 
yielded obedience to God in his Commands, and knew 'the doing 
of nothing elſe but of the Commands of God, and'chereby draw- 
ing'man to keep man tiff in obedience to his Commands, / But 
another will appeared in man, that ſtrove to bring man out of h's 
obedience to God in the keeping his Commands, into the difobc- 
dience in not doing his Commands : for what can'it-be llc but a 
will that ftxove ſo much ia man 'to bring man 'from his obedience 
into difobedienge? In'the asKing that Queſtion, Tea, hath God 
ſaid, Teſhall not eat of every tree in the garden? that which asked 
that Queſiion, it was that in man'that after it had made a;bagin- 
ning, would not nor did not leave tempting of man, until it had 
brought man 'into diſobedience. Ani outward Serpent it could 
not be, becauſe he-was'one of the Creatures that God had: girtn 
wan dominion "over 3 arid God brought him to man. to "ws, 
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God made himſwbjeRt to man-3 and man, in obedience to God, 
having rule and AQgpinion over him, did'name;him. But beſides, 


' that which makes it undeniable, that it was not an ofitward Ser» 


pent, is this, the feed of the woman; which on'alt hands is own- 
ed to be Jeſus that ſaves from fin, was'to bruiſe the head of this 
Serpent that tempted man to cat of the forbidden Tree; 3 and this 
Serpent that tempted man to cat of the Tree that God: had-forbid- 
dev, was to bruiſe the heel of the ſeed of the-womanz-btuiſe the 
heel of Jeſus, bruiſe the heel of that which ſaves from {in And 
where can ye find. in the Scriptures, or any where elſe, that ever 
Jeſus that ſaves from fin, bruifed- the head'of this outward Ser- 
pent ? or that ever this outward. Serpent bruifed the fzel of Jeſus, 
bruiſed the heel. of that in man thatfves man from fn? But-t6 
this purpoſe ye may read in Scriptare, that' Jeſus in man that 
(ayes marr from fin, bruiſe the head- of- that will in man that 
tempt man to eat of the forbidden Fruit, thas tempt-man-to do 
the things that God hath forbidden 3 as that you may read in-the 
ſeventh of the Romans, where Paul cries out, O wretched mai' that 
T am, whs ſhall. deliver me from the body of death? whereas before 
he made a great-complaint of doing what he would not; he found 
a will in him drawing him to do that God'had commanded-him 
not todo z but he- finds a remedy againſt that will, that bruiſed 
the head of that will, and'that is Jeſus Chriſt, And: this will in 
man -is' known to-bruiſe the heel of Jeſus, - that is, as Jeſus is in 
man-a ſaving.of man from ſin, and fo bringing man into God a- 
gain, this will in man is ftriving-in man;to/ hinder and\huct this 
work of Jeſus, as appears in the aforeſaidiſeventh of the Romans. 

To ſpeak ſomething to the words-in the latter part of the tem+» 
ptation of the Serpent, whereby he prevailed with the woman, Te 
ſhall not ſurely die; although the temptation did not at firſt prevail * 
with the woman to queltion the truth oÞiwhat ſhe knew, whether 
or no God had-ſaid,. Te ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden, yet , 
in the continuing of the temptationg I believe he did at length 
prevail with the woman to queſtion the truth of it, whether God 
had ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden : -or elſe how 
could he have prevailed with her to a belief that they ſhould not 
ſurely die it-they did cat of it? For God had-as ſurely ſaid, that 
they ſhould die-in the. day that. they cat thereof, as he had aid, Te 


ſhall not eat of it; butthe Serpent having cauſed in her a doubt or 
queſtion, whether -or no bad Gul, Top ot ct of _ 
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of the fruit of the trees of the garden : But of the fruit of the tree that 
# in the midit of the garden, God hath ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of it, nei- 
ther ſhall ye touch it, leſt ye die. Here man, by the woman, in the 
help and affiftance of the Spirit of Jeſus, the Light in man thac 
cauſed him to relate to''the Serpent the Command of God in 
what was Gods revealed will to him, and in him, wherein he was 
to obey God, in doing what God had commanded him to do-; 
and wherein he was to obey God, in what God had commanded 
*+him not to do« Apd hereby having his will kept and preſerved 
iv the will of God, he reſiſted the temptation, and ſtood in his 0- 
bedience to God, feeding ypon the Tree of, Life in him. 

But the Serpent continuing his temptation, (aid unto the wo- 
man, Te fhall not ſurely die. For God doth know that in the day*ye 
eat thereof, then your eyes ſhall be opened: and ye ſhall be as Gods, 
knowing good and evit, The Serpent had before asked the Queſtidn 
in man, Tea, hath God ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of every tree in the gar- 
den ? What could\he willed or deſired in the asking of this Que- 
ſtion, but the drawing of man - out of his obedience to God, into 
diſobedience > But the will at that time was not gotten to be (o 
ſtrong in the man, as to prevail over man but*it was relifted by 
the power of God in tnan. ( May 1 not fay by the ſame power-of 
God in man, that prayed, Father, nat my will, bat thy will be done ? ) 
Here began the ſtrife between the two wills in man 3 which Pax/ 
was ſenfible of, when he ſaid, The good thyt 1 would, I do wot 3 but 
the evil which ] would mt, that I do, Rom. 7. "God by his Spirit 
ſtrove in the will of man, that is, in that will-of man which had 
yielded obedience to God in his Go s, and knew 'the doing 
of nothing elſe but of the us of God, and\chereby draw- 
ing'man to keep man til in obedience to his Commands. /\ But 
another will appeared in man, that ftrove to bring man out of h's 
obedience to God in the keeping his Commands, into the difobc- 
dience in not doing his Commands : for what can it be «llc but a 
will that ftrove ſo much in man 'to bring man "from his obedience 
into diſobedience? In'the asKing that Queſtion, Tea, hath God 
ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden #\ that which avked 
that Queſtion, it was that in man'that after it had made aibagin- 
ning, would not nor did not leave tempting of man, untfl it had 
brought man into diſobedience. An: outward Serpent it could 
not be, becauſe he-was'one of the Creatures that iGod had: gwtn 
wan dominion 'over'3- arid Gnd brought him -to-- man. 'to way, 
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God made himfwbjet to man.3 and man, in obedience to God, 
having rule and dqgpinion over him, did'name,him. But beſides, 


' that which makes it undeniable, that.it was not an ofitward Ser» 


pent, is this, the fecd of the woman, which on alt hands is own- 
ed to be Jeſus that ſaves from lin; was'to bruiſe the head of this 
Serpent that tempted man to cat of the forbidden Tree; 3 and this 
Serpent that tempted man to cat of the Tree that: God: had forbid» 
dey, was to bruiſe the heel of the ſeed of the woman; bruiſe the 
heel of Jeſus, bruiſe the heel of that which ſaves from {in And 
where can ye find in the Scriptures, or any where elſe, that ever 
Jeſus that ſaves from lin, bruiſed. the head'of this outward Ser- 


| pent ? or that ever this outward Serpent bruiſed the-Rixel of Jeſus, 


bruiſed the heel. of that in man thatves man'from ſn? But-t6 
this purpoſe ye- may read in Scriptare, that' Jeſus in man that 
(ayes marr from fin, bruiſe the head- of- that will in man that 
tempt man to eat of the forbidden Fruit, thas tempt-man-to do 
the things that God hath forbidden z as that you may-read in-the 
ſeventh of the Romans, where Paul cries out, O wretched mau' thit 
I am, who ſhall. deliver me from the body of death * whereas before 
he made a great-complaint of doing what he would not; he found 
a will in him drawing him to do that God'had commanded-him 
not todo z but he- finds a remedy againſt that will, that bruifed 
the head of that will, .and'that is Jeſus Chriſt. And- this will in 
man is' known to. bruiſe the heel of Jeſus, - that is, as Jeſus is in 
man-a ſaving.of man from lm, and fo bringing, man into God a- 
gain, this will in man is giving in man'to; hinder and\huct this 
work of Jeſus, as appears in. the aforeſaidiſeventh of the Romans. 
To ſpeak ſomething to the words-in the latter part of the tem+ 
ptation of the Serpent, whereby he prevailed with the woman, Te 


ſhall not ſurely die, although the temptation did not at firſt prevail * 


with the woman to queltion the truth of what ſhe knew, whether 


or no God had-ſaid,. Te ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden, yet , 


in the continuing of the temptationg I believe he did at length 
prevail with the woman to queſtion the truth of it, whether God 
had ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden : - or elſe how 
could he have prevailed with her to a belief that they ſhoreld not 
ſurely die it they did-cat of it? For God had as ſurely (aid, that 
they ſhould die-in the-day that. they cat thereof,as he had ſaid, Te 
ſhall not eat of it; butthe £ ving, cauſed in her a doubt or 
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AM ſeth her to believe, Te ſhall not ſurely die, if they did.eat of it. How 
” _- can it be thought «hat the woman' could beligye the temptation; , 
that they ſhould not ſurely die if they did eat of the forbidden 
Tree, being God had certainly ſaid, that they ſhould ſurely die in 
the day they eat of it, if ſhe had not firſt yielded to the temptation 
to doubt or queſtion the truth, whether God had aid, Ye ſhall not 
eat of every tree of the garden, and if they did, they (ſhould ſurely j 
dic? Doth not experience teach the truth of this; that when the . 
Tempter tempteth to do what God hath forbidden, that there is , 
firſt a queſtion or a doubt got up in man, whether God hath for- 
bidden it or no? And if he cannot prevail ſo far, then to queſtion 
if it be' forbidden, yet not fo forbidden with ſuch firineſs and 
ſeverity as the Light of Godin man doth at firſt diſcover it to be 
forbidden, that if they eat. of it, in the day they eat of it they (hall 
ſurely die, they ſhall ſurely receive a puniſhment from God for it. | 
And then although there may not be altogether a yielding ſo fully 1 
to the temptation, as to queſtion or doubtgwholly of the truth of | 
the Command of God; yet there is a yielding fo far to the tempta- 
tion, as to queſtion whether or no that God is ſo fri or ſevere 
in his Command, as the Light of God at firſt makes known in | 
man that he is. And then there is a belicf got up in man, that 
he ſhall not ſurely die 3 that is, as God was not fo ſtrict or ſevere 
in his Cpmmands, ſo God will not be ſo ſtrift or ſevere in his pe- | 
nilhments. And thus the Tempter pex{wades man out of his obe- | 
dience that he had to God, which was in the believing the truth 
of what God had ſaid, into diſobedience to God in the believing 
the lye the Tempterfaid. 
*. And when the Tempter had prevailed thus far with man, as to 
queſtion the truth of what God had ſaid, and brought man-to be- 
lieve that God had not faid true in ſaying they ſhould ſurely die, 
but perſwaded man that Te (hall not ſurely die : Then he pro- 
, ceeds further in his temptation, and perſwades man to a belict 
that God doth knoww, that in the day ye eat thereof, your eyes ſhall be 
opened : and ye (hall be as Gods, knowing good and evil, The Tem- 
pter'perſ[wades man not onely to betery frat God had ſaid a lye, 
when he ſaid, in_the day he cat theftof he ſhould ſurely die, ( to 
die, is to ceaſe to be, as man is faid to die when he ceaſeth to be 
alive, ) but the "temptation perſwades man to believe that God 
knew that he lied when he ſaid, man ſhall ſurely die in the day he 
eat of the forbidden Tree. And this the Tempter did, in _ 
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ding man to believe that God doth know, that in thy day ye'eat there- 


* of, your eyes ſhall be opened; and ye ſhall be as Gag : that iSas 
thould 


much as to ſay, that God 4id know that man be fo far 
from dying, that is, from cealing to be, that he ſhould have a more 
higher or greater Being than the Being he had before the Tempter 
entered into him : for the Being man hag before the temptation 
entered into him, was but the Being of a Creature z but by yiAd- 
ing to the temptation, the Tempter. perſwades him 'to believe 
that he ſhould have a Being as God, ye ſhall be as Gods: and fo | 
he perſwades man to a beliet that God did not onely lye when he 
ſpake the nt ſaying man ſhall ſurely. die in the day he'eat 
of the forbidden Tree but that God did know he lyed, when ins 
deed the truth of it was that all that God ſpake was that which 
was furely true as God is the truth. But the Tempter by his ly- 
ing, perſwades man to believe that God was ſuch a one as the 
Tempter was, that he was a lyar, and knew himſelf to be #lyar; 
when God had ſaid nothing but the trath, and the Tempter had 
faid nothing that was true, and that it was all lyes that he had 
faid, that is, that in and by his deceit he intended to deceive man 
in all that he ſaid to man. John 8. 44. He was a murderer from the 


beginning, and abode not in the tqgth, becauſe there is no truth in bim. 


When be fpeaketh a lye, be Wt of bis own : for heis a lyar, and 
the father of it. The Devil the Tempter, is the Father, the beget- 
ter of lyes, and is he that abode not in the truth, ' where once he 
was. ''., 

And when the Tempter had prevaiked thus far with man, to 
cauſe him to believe that God had not fpoken true, and that God 
knew that he had not ſpoken true 3 then he perſwades man into 


- a belief of the great profit, gain, and beneht that man ſhould 


have in the believing the Tempter the Serpent in his lyes, and in 
yielding to his temptation in his cating of the forbidden Tree, in 
his difobedience to God -and that God did know that in the day 


,ye cat thereof, he perſwaded man that God knew tirat all was to 


be as the Tempter the Serpent (aid to man itſhould be 3 that their 
eycs (hould be opened, that the. underſianding and-knowing part 
1 man ſhould fee and know. that they ſhould- be as Gods, knowing 
good and evil;. - - | | | 
How did God knoW good and evil, that man ſhould be us Gods, 
knowing good and evil, and that he ſhould'be ſo by cating of the 
Tree God had forbidden to be eaten of, by doing that which Gag 
ha 
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had foxbidderr man to do? Doth any one believe or think that 
GA knew _ doing contrary to his own declared will? If 
they do ſo believe or think, I believe they will not ſo ſpeak, but 
be like the fool, that fays in his heart there is no God 3 in his heart 
he ſpeaks it, and in, his heart he believes that God is not in his 
hear', But God did kgow good and evil, God.did know his de- 
clared will to man to he good 3 and God willed this declared will 
of himſclf, and of khim{elt he willed this declared will of his.to be 
done 3 there was no mover, no fiixer, no drawer, to move, fiir, 
or draw God to his will, or to the knowledge of his will to be 
good, nor to will his will to be done z there was no mover, no 
ftircr, no drawer, to move, ſtir, or draw'God to do his deckhred+ + 
will in man, and fo to bring up mans. will into his will, and : 
to cauſe mans will to be religned up into the doing of Gods *' 
will. And in all this God knew good 3, and th Gods: know= 
ing of -good, he was abſolute in himſelf, there was nothing 1 
that could help him or move, (ſtir, or draw him thereunto; * 
and thus God was in knowing of good. God knew. what ; 
was evil, God knew that the doing of! what he had forbid- 
den- to. be donc, was evil; God new that-it was evil, becauſe: he | 


had forbidden-it ; and thus G ew evil, as it was:evil:z but 
i God did not know evil in the ation, th the doing of what he had 
il | forbidden to be done. 
The Serpent by his temptation: perfwaded man: to believe that 
| he ſhould be as God, to know good and evil z as God kpew good * 
|) and evil; (o man ſhould know. good-and-evil 3 God knew his/de- * 
| - clared' will. to man to be good of himlelf, Gad-had none to give 
him-the knowledge thereof : And ſo the Tempter perſwaded:man 
that he ſhould know the will of God, as God knew it as God, of 
himſelf, and not as a Creature, to have his knowledge. thereof 
| from another. And God willed his declared will of: himſelf,. and 
'J ſo the Tempter perſwaded' man that: he ſhould be as God, to will 
pl Gods d:clarcd will of himfclf, and not as a: Creature, to have his 
_ will >:zvzught to will Gods will by the motion, ſtirring, drawi 
[| cr the work of another in him. And;Gpd of himſelf;he willed his }. 
| declared will of his to be done 3 . and ſo*the Tempter he perſwa- 
1s ded man that he ſhould be as God, and not as a Creature 3.and 
I! that of himſclt he ſhould -will Gods declared will to be done. 
God had none that moved, ſtirred, and drew in God-to his will, 
W's or to the knowledge of his will to be good, or A SO LAs ue 
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be done 3 and ſo the Tempter perſwaded man that he ſhould be 


as God, andaot as a Creature, to have none to move, ſtir, or draw 


» Z i\\ him to the will of God, .or the knowledge of Gods wilk to be 
7 good, or to will Gods will to be done. God moved and fiirred 
e» up himſelf to ſtrive, move, or draw man to do his declared will, 
"5A and to bring mans will into his will, and to cauſe mans will to be 
=> religned up into Gods will; and fo the Terypter perſwaded man 
rill that he (ſhould be as God, and not as a Creature, but of himſelf, as 
be Þ 4 God, to flir; move, and draw his will © do Gods declared will, 
ws * andto bring his will into Gods will, and to cauſe it to be reſigned 
3 up into Gods will. And thus njan was, by the perſwadings of 
nn? } the Termpter, drawn into a belict.to know good abſolute in him- 
” q ſelf, as God knew good in himſelt. * 
jr And man by the temptation was, perſwaded that he ſhould 
ds 2 know evil, gs God knew evil. God knew that the doing of 
V= * what he had forbidden, was cvil; and ſo man knew evil : God 
'S ÞZ had made it known to man to be evil, the doing of what he had 
'3 2} forbiddenhimtodo z but in mans doing of what God had for- 
L bidden- man todo, man came to a greater meaſure of this know- 
<2 n= for he came t6 know evil in the a, in the not doing Gods 
i F# will, but indoing of his ownwill: And ſo the Tempter per- 
it 3 fwadcd\man he (hould be as GH, andnot as a creature, to do the 
® i will of another ; but as God, to do his gwn will as God did his 


will, And God knew that it was evil, becauſc hg had forbidden it, 
: and ſo man kriew it to be cvil., God had made known to man,that 
* what he had forbidden him to do, was an evil, and the evil was, 
" #$ in that jt was forbidden of God: | And God had that knowledge 
- # of hinaſelf, that what he had forbidden was evil, and that. which 
. F made it_cyil-was, . becauſe God had forbidden”. it. . And fo the 
- Tempter perſwaded man that he ſhould have that knowiedge of 
| bimſclf as God had of bimfelf, to know that what God had for- 
| bidden, was-evil, and the evil was, becauſe God had forbidden 

n, . 


And if map :could be true to himſelf, and to the Light of God 
whim, be;might by Gxperience fce the Tempter now to be in 

. man in. the fallen ſlate, acting all this in him and thereby he 
might come £o.ke how the Tempter aQed if in may, to draw 
vim-atfoltiingo che fallen fate, where all peo now is, Gale, 


tiate:arednlomemeaſure, degree; or; aches if empted, God | 
naneto make: kbown bis feclared will to bjm, bas Þe kapw. it, 


him-- 
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fftanding and knowledge that he hath of God, to have ſuch high 
thoughts of himſelf, that he need not depend upon another to be 
taught to know what is Gods will , but he hath ſo much know- 
ledge of, himſelf, as that he may know that ob» himſelf? And 
as God willed his will of himſelf, fo the Tempter now perſwades 
man that he may will Gods will of himſclf : And as God of him- 
{clt willed his will to be done, fo the Tempter now perſwades man 
that he may of himſclt will Gods will to be done : And as Ged 
had none bat himſclt that moved him to his will, or to the know- 
ledge of his will to be good, ow to have his will done 3 ſo the 
Tempter now pcr{wadecs man that he need none® but himſelf to 
move him to do Gods will, and that of himſclf he can refigne up 
his will into Gods will: And fo as to the knowledge of evil 
which God by his Light in man makes known to him to be his 
doing of what God hath forbidden him to do, and the evil is be- 


cauſe God hath forbidden it to be done 3 and the Tempter now 


perlwadcs man that he may have this knowledge of himſelf, 
that of himfclt he may know the evil that God hath forbidden 


. tobe done, and that ot himſelf he knows it to be evil, becauſe 


God hath forbidden it. 

How is the truth of this manifeſted, that many by the ſubtilty 
of the temptations of thg Serpent, have ſuch high thoughts, that 
of himſelf, in that underſtanding and knowledge that he hath of 
God, he knows Gods will, and can will as will, and can do 
Gods will-? And this appcarcth by the outward ations of many 
that take no notice of it, how it is ated within them, How do 
many, when they have been a drinking until they are near drunk, 
or a {wearing and curſing very highly, or in a great paſſion of an- 
ger threatning revenge upon thoſe they are offended with, or in 
deceiving, wronging of their Neighbours,or in uncleannefſs, or in 
the doing of ſome other fins whatſoever 3 and yet-preſently lay- 
ing by or leaving off but the outward action of fin, and that while 
the delight and love to the fin is in their hearts and minds, and 
they ating of the fin within them 3, and yet in this condition 
they ſtep out"of the outward ating of fin, and while it is ſtill in 
the action within them, and they go preſently into what they call 
their Prayers to God and their Workip and Service of G6d? I 
pray conſider and fee what it is that firive, move, or draw them 
thus to their Prayers, Worſhip, and Service of God, as they call it A 
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himſelf. How does the Tempter now tempt man in that under- 
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 - I isitnot-the ſubtile Serpent tempting in them, and. peiſwading 
"% them that the eyes, of their underſtanding and knowledge bein 
s '- opened, they are as Gods to theraſelves in the knowing, good a 
. * evil? Evil they know; they know the fins they commit to be 
' evil, and that they are evil, becauſe God hath forbidden the do- 

ing of them.” And good they know, they know that there is a 
God, and that this God is good, and that this God is to be pray- 
ed unto, and to be worſhipped and ſerved 3 and to pray to this 
God, -to worſhip and ſerve God, they know 29 be good. And 
their wills in this knowledge, that ſets them upon what they call 
Prayers, Worlhip, and Service to God, 

And how dg they pray ? They do not pray as the Apolile ſaid 
of himſelf and the Saints, Ie know not what we ſhould pray for as 
we ought : but the ſpirit it ſelf makAh interceſſion for us, with groan- 
ings which cannot be nttered, Rom. 8. 26, And Jeſus ſaid, God is 
a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit, and in 
truth, John,4. 24. But they do not wait in the filence of all the 
earthy part in them, to find in them the (irivings, movings, or 
drawings of the Spirit of God in them, to lead them forth to 
Prayer, to the Worſhip and Service of God : No, . they do not 
wait for Gods Spirit to ſtir, move, or draw in them, to pray to 
God, or to wor{hip-and ſerve God in ſpirit and in truth. But 
they put themſelves forth intothe doing thereof, they having eaten 
of the forbidden Tree, they having done that which they knew 
God had commanded them not to do. And the eyes of their 
underſtanding and knowledge veing opened, they ſee themſelves 
naked, that is, that they have ſinned againſt God, and that there 
is jadgment due to them from this God that they have offended, 
and that makes them afraid, and to paflifie the apprehenſions, 
that they have in them of tne anger of this God, which by that 
underſtanding and knowledge that they have of him, they know 
to be due to them for their fins. And by that underſtanding and 
knowledge that they have of God, they know that he is good, and 
that it is good-to pray to him, and to worſhip and ſerve him. 
And the ſubrile Serpent that by his temptations drew them in to 
on of = yoo _ the doing = what rorethary CO 
them to do z wades them that their cyes y 
that underſtanding and knowledge that they have of God, they 

. of themſelves know what is Gods declared will that-they ſhould 
do, in praying to him, in CISCO EI and 
JE: ON 


that 
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that they of themſelves can will Gods will to be done; and they * 
of themſelves can bring up their wills to do Gods will, in perfor= * 
_ - _ Prayers, wal ws and Service te ous And os 
the (ubtile Serpent perſwa pw et pap ir eyes being opened, . 
they are as Geds, har know, will; and todo all of themlciver z and £5 
ſo of themſelves they pray, worſhip, and ſerve God, as they call it : 3 
and are not contented to be as Creatures, to know nothing, but as 
they wait upon God to reveal it in theni by his Spiritz and to will 
nothing, but what God in. his will willeth in themz and todo ©} 
nothing, but what God by his Spirit led or draw them forth in the 
doing thereof. Although few are ſo bold or ignorant of God, as 
to confeſs with their tongues that they ef themſelves do know 
Geds declared will that it is good, and that -they of themſelves 
can will Gods will to be done it them, and that they-of themſelves 
can bring up their wills to do Gods will in praying to him, and in 
worlhipping and ſerving of him 3 yet by their ations they mani- 
feſt the truth of what with their tongues they will not confeſs : 
for by their a&tions it doth appear, that they do all, as Gods, of © 
themſelves, in that they do not wait upon Ged for him to do it iv © 

”_ 


them by the leadings or drawings of his Spirit in them 3 but they 
yield to the ftirrings, movings, or drawings of their own wills: * 
and as their wills lead them out for to do, ſo they go forth in their 
Prayer, Worſhip, and Service to God, as they call it. ; 
It were well, if all thoſe that arc in- the uſe of Set Forms of 27 
Prayers, and thoſe that pray in their Families at ſet times, would 
conſider what is the leading, ſtirring, moving, or drawing Cauſe 
of their ſo praying and to ſee whether or no they do pray as the 
Apoſile ſaid of himſelf and the Saints, That they knew not what 
. they ſhould pray for as they ought 3 but as the Spirit it (elf made 
interceſſion tor them, with groanings that cannot be uttered : and 
that their Prayers be performed in Gods Spirit and in truth, or *' 
elſe they are not acceptable to God who is a Spirit, I fo well 
love all of them whoſe Lives and Converſations, as to the out- 
ward, are blameleſs, and uſe thoſe Prayers as a Sacrifice or Offer- 
ings to God, as to beg of them to haye a care that in the uſe of 
them the Serpent do not deceive them, as he hath deceived me in 
praying, wor{hipping, and ſerving of God : For by experience I 
do know, that what is done in praying, worſhipping, and ſerving | 
of God,that-is not done wholly and alone by the Spirit of God in 
manzand man in the doing thereofzto be but an Inlirument in you 


/ 
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hand to do his work by. . And fo indeed and in truth, it is no 0- 
ther but God the Son in us, praying, worſhipping, and ſerving 
God the Father, that hata begotten us in himſelf ipain unto a 
lively hop& by the ReſarreRion of Jeſus Chriſt from "the dead : 
And what Prayer, Worlhip, and Service is not thus done in God 
unto God, is not acceptable to God 3 arid aſther Prayers, Wor- 
ſhip, and Service that hath been done in me, and called by me 
Prayer, Worſhip, and Service done to God, I do now know and 
have Experienced” it to be true, that it hath onely betn done by 
the ſubtilty of the Serpent in me, in that underſtanding and know- 
ledge that I had of God, that cauſed me to have high thoughts 
of my (elf 3 and chat of my ſelf, in that underſtanding and know- 
Jedge I had of God, I could pray, worſhip, and ſerve God, and 
was as God to my feclf, that is, to will what 1 knew was Gods 
will, and to do what I knew t6 be Gods will that 1 ſhould do, 


that is, as to an outward obedience to God. And now I ds: 


know, 'that all tht then I did in obedience to God, was done in 
my own will, and for my own ſelf-ends. And knowing the dan- 
ger that I was then in, being in the wamans deceived tate, and 
{o-in the trapigrefſion, and (o in darſer of periſhing, I carmot but 
out of love and pity to thoſe that are in that ſtate, give them 
warning for them to have a care that they do not fall into that 
Quick-lagd that lieth ſo hid in man 3 and a$ an honeſt Traveller 
in the outward Land, having fallen into a Quick-ſand, ſetteth a 
mark there, that ſo others may have a care of talling into the ſame 
place: This being the end of all my making known of what Fknow 
of the ſubti] Serpents (elf-will in me. *'a 
And further, to make it more clearer that it is the work of the 
Tempter in man, as man is in the fallen ſtate, ro perſwade man 
to have high thoughts, that of himſelf, in that underſtanding and 
knowledge that he hath of Gody he can know Gods will, and can 
will Gods will, and can-do what God would have him to do. 
And if this be not the true ſtate of man in the fall, to have the 
ſubtile Serpent to be thus in him tempting of him, I detire then 
to know trom whence it comes, that nfany now fee it to be fo 
hard for man to become a very nothing in the Work of his Salva- 
tion, that ſo God may be all in it, and man nothing but onely as 
God makes him an Inſtrument in his hand. But they who are 
not in ſome meaſure come to the knowledge of that in them, as 
to know how hard a thivg its to become a nothing in the 
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working out-of their ſalvation, that ſo God may be all in them 
in that great work of ſaving of them, to them it is as hard to be- 
lieve the 'trath of what I have ſaid { concerning the experience 
that ſome have ſeen of the Tempter, how he now tefpts in man, 
and therefore they cannot believe how the Tempter 'firlt tempted 
in man, and cauſehinr te fall ) it is as hard for ſuch to believe 
it, as it is for a Camel to go through theeye of a Needle : They 
are of the number of thoſe rich men thatthave-not-ſold all, . that 
hath notparted with all, and are become fo poor as to have no- 
thing, to be nothing, to will nothing, that ſo they rhay enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven 3 but they arc of the number that do ill 
{ce themſelves to be as Gods, that is, to have of their own, to be 
of their own , to do of their own, to will of their own : and ar# 
not'yet come into that ſtate of being become new Creatures, they 
are not come into that ſtate that Ovd at firſt made all things, of 
nothing 3 nothing was before the Creation, and nothing- man 
muſt be of himſelf, betore God doth his great work of creating 
- man his new Creature. 

And when the woman ſaw the tree was good for food, and that - it 
was pleaſant to the eye, and &# tree to be defired to makg gone wiſe, ſhe 
#ook of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alſo unto her huchand 
with ber, and be did eat. 1 pray obſerve the words -of the Scri- 
pture : And when th woman ſaw that the tree was good far food, at 


©. "rb very inſtant of timethat ſhe ſaw the Tree was good tor. food, 


at that very inſtant of time -it was pleaſant to the eye 3 and at that 
very time it was @ tree to be deſiidd. to make one wiſe 3 at that very 
inſtant of time ſhe took of the fruit thereof and did eat, and gave alſo 
unto ber bugband with-ber, and he did eat, Here was not a ſeeing of 
the Tree to be good for food, at one time3. and then at a, time 
after, that it was pleaſant to the eye; and: then at a time after, 
that it was a Tree to be deſircd to make one wiſe; and then at a 
tire after, that.ſhe took of the Fruit thereof and did cat, and 
gave alſo to her Hasband with her, and he did'eat, No, the Scri- 
pturc doth not ſpeak aftcr that manner z but the Scriptare ſaith, 
And when the woman ſaw# the tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleaſant to the eye, and 4 tree to be deſired to make one wiſe, All 
theſe are joyned and linked together, as to the matter of time, 
to be at ogce inthe woman 3 whey, was the one, then was 
the other of. them, they are not ſeparaicd.; and.as they are 
not ſeparated the. one from the other, as to the matter ——_ 
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wherein they were done; but all joyned and linked together 3 fo is *R 
not hex Rr of the Fruit thereof and cating of it, and giving Wl 
of it- to her Husband with her, and he did gat. Theſe are all 
joyncd and linked together, as $q the matter of time wherein they 
were done : when the woman ſang that the tree was good for food, 
and pleaſant to the eye, and to be Fed to make one wiſe, at the very 
ſame inſtant of time ſhe took, of the fguit thereof and did eat, and 
gave alſo'to her busband with her, and he did eat. The time when 
joyns them altogether to be done when the one was done, then at 
that inſtant of time the other was done, fo joyned and linked wo- 
gether, as to the matter of fime when they were done, as not fe> 
parated the one from the other, 
When the woman imthe underſtanding and knowledge that 
ſhe had, faw a good in the Tree, and ſuch a good as that 'it was 
good for food; for to that the Serpent in his temptation in time 
had brought her unto; whereas in the beginning of the cempta- * 
tion, in the anderftanding and knowledge that the had, ſhe ſaw 
the Tree not to be good for food snor yet the Fruit of it to-be 
eaten 4 but inſtead of being good. fox food; ſhe ſaw.the eating of 
the Fruit thereof; if-I may fo call it, of a poyſonous nature, bring- 
ing death, becauſe God had ſaid, that in the dayhey eat thereof, 
they ſhould ſurely die. But the Serpents temptation continuing 
in her, at length it prevailed ſo far in her, to bring her'to make 
a wrong uſe of that underſtanding and knowledge that God: had 
given to her: For the end of Gods/giugng man+that portion of 
underſtanding and knowledge, /it wasz that man ſhould improve 
this his portion of knowledge in-doing Gods will, in yielding*o- 
bedience.to God, But man- miſ*ſpent his portion, and made uſe 
of it in diſobeying God, and goes out of the doing GodFvill, into 
the doing his own will; the temptation having hrlt prevailed' in- 
man to queſtion the truth of- what God had cid that they (hould'” 
; {urzly die in the day they cat of- the forbidden fruit. - 'And-/then - 
i» | when the temptation had prevailed in man fo far-as to give cre- 
dit to the ye, that the ſubtile Serpent (aid, Te ſhall not ſnrely die. 
For God doth know, that in the dy ye eat thereof, then-your tyes ſhall 
be opened : and ye ſhall be as Gbdt, knowing good and evil, Thetems 
ptation having thus prevailed in the: woman, this cauſed her, /in - 
that underttanding'and knowledge that-ſhe then had- ( after- the 
temptation'had ſo far prevailed in her and over her-) tolook up- 
cn the Tree to be good, ang not onely to. be-good,- bat-to be good 
or: 
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for food; that which before, when the temptation firſt entred in- 


to her by the underſtanding and knowledge that ſhe then had, ſhe - 


ſaw to be evil for food, and of (if I may fo ſay) a dangerous and 
poyſonous nature, bringing Deathalong with the cating of it, and 
{o ſhe did not then yield to the, Temptation ; but when the Tem- 
ptation had prevailed in her ard over her, then it was that in that 
underſtanding and ——— that ſhe then had , ſhe ſaw the tree 
(that once ſhe ſaw to be evil to cat of) to be good , and not onely 
good. but gocd for food 3 the good ſhe then ſaw in it, was in do- 
ing what God had forbidden : God had not fqybidden the bein 

of the Tree, The tree of Life was in the widit of the garden, _ 
the, tree of knowledge of good and evil, ſo that the tree in is (elf 


was not evil ; the evil was in the eating of it, the eating of it was - 


that which God had forbidden, and the temptation having pre. 
vailed in the woman to queſtion the truth of what God had (aid, 
- and to give credit to the lye that the Serpent had-ſaid3 and when 
the Serpent by his temptation had prevailed thus far in the wo- 
man, then he cauſed her in that underſtanding and knowledge 
that ſhe then had, to ſce a gogd in what God had forbidden, which 
in it ſelf was evil 3 andthe good that ſhe ſaw, was a good for food, 
and therefore tbe eafen. Good food eaten by the outward bo- 
dy, as inſtrumental, it hath this in it, that is, it contents and (a- 
tisfies the hunger or deſire of the body, it refreſhes, comforts, and 
firengthens the body, and it preſerves the life of the body z and 
thus did the woman in that underſtanding and knowledge that 
then ſhe had , look upon the tree to be good for food , and fo it 
was pleaſant to the eye, and a tree to be delired to make one 
wiſe ; ſhe ſo ſaw it to be good for food, that in the cating of - the 
fruit therbof, ſhe ſhould be contented and ſatisfied in-the enjoying 
of it, that is, in the eating of it her deſire , her hunger after it, 
would be ſatisfied ; and to ſpeak after the manner of outmwgrd 
eating, (he in the eating thereok ſhould be fo refreſhed, comforted, 
and ſtrengthened , as to be no more wile as a Creature , (forſo 
ſhe was-before the temptation entred into her, ſhe was wiſe as 
God had made her wile) but to be thereby made wiſe, which was 
another bcing made-wiſe, than that being wiſe as God had made 
herzit was to be made wiſe as gods,and to livein the being as gods 
in knowlcdge,knowing good and evil,as God knew good and evil : 
this was that which cauſcd the tree to be defired and hungred af- 


ter, it was to make one wiſe 3 which making wiſe, mult be that . 
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being wiſe that the-Tempter tempted to; that was, in the day 
they cat thereof, then their eyes ſhould be opened, and they ſhould 
be as gods, knowing good and evil 3 this was that in the tree that” 
was deſired and hungred after; and the expecation of content 
and ſatisfaQion in the eating thereof, was in that to be as gods, to 
be wiſe as gods, knowing good and evil.and thereby to be refreſh- 
ed, comforted, and [iretgthened , as to liye as gods knowing of 
good and evil. | 

And thus man miſ-ſpent and made a bad uſe of that portion of 
underſtayding ahd knowledge that God had given to him , in 
which he as heknew Gods will, ſo he was-to obey God in the do- 
ing of Gods will. But inftead of keeping in his obedience in do- 
ing what he knew to be Gods will, there was ſomething in him 
thar cauſed him firſt to queſtion, whether what he once knew and 
believed to be Gods will, whether it was Gods will or no ? and 
having prevailed therein with man, then the Tempter cauſed man 
to {ce a good, in what man once ſaw to be an evil 3, that was, to 
cat of the forbidden Fruit : and in that ,man once ſaw ſuch an e- 
vil tobe in it, as to be the cauſe of death , if he took and cat 
thereof. . Now the Tempter cauſed man to ſee ſuch a good to be 
in it, that if he took and eat of it , he ſhall be as Gods, knowing 
good and evil; and when-man ſaw this, at that very inſtant of 
time the defire of the mind was to the enjoying of it , and at the 
ſame inſtant of time he took and eat of it 3 and then man made 
his full manifeſtation and appearance of his going out of obedi- 
ence in doing Gods will, into his diſobedience of doing his own 
will : And although then when man took and cat there was the 
full diſcovery of mans will in the Temptation, yet there was ſome- 
thing of mans will that was in the beginning of the Temptation, 
although then it lay hid. The ſubſtance of mans eating of the 
fruit of the forbidden Tree, conſiſts in this, That man went out of 
his obedience to God, which he was once in, and ſo was in the 
doing of Gods will, and went into the diſobedience in the doing 
of his Own will, which man knew nothing of agy will. of his own, 
before the temptation entgred intohim 3 that is, he knew nothing 
of any will in him contrary tothe will of God in him. 

Some queſtion there may be, which was firſt in man to draw 
man into diſobedience, Pride; or Will? they are ſo nearly jdyned 
and united together, as it is hard to diſcern which of them was: 
firſt ; But I believe Will was firſt in man, although "Pride _ 
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his firſt appearance to be there. Man in that. great underſtanding 
and knowledge that he had of God, was therewith lifred up with 
Pride, which cauſed a delire in him to be as Gods : But what was 
that which ſo lifted man up? was it n&t his Will, in that he 
would be as Gods ? And this Will wrought in the catthy part in 
man, as the Mele doth in the ground hidden and not diſcerned ; 
the earth that the Mole raiſeth up, is firſt ſeen, before-the Mole that 
is the cauſe of raiſing it up, fo it was in the Temptation 3 Pride 
did firſt appcar, before the Will that raiſcd up thePride : for was 
it not Pride in man to be ſo bold to ask a queſtion , thereby to 
queſtion the truth of what God had faid ? Thus Pride farſt ap» 
pearcd in the Temptation, that which would ſeem to have an e- 
quality with God, in that it would undertake to queſtion God in 
the truth of his Word 3 and this was Pride that which was ſo lif- 
ted up with that great underſtanding and knowledge that it had 
of God, was Pride 3 and it was by the underſtanding and know- 
ing partin man that that queſtion was asked, it was by that which 
knew that God had ſpoken to man, and knew that man was to 
cat of the trees of the garden, and by this knowledge it was that 
Pride asked the queſtion, yea, hath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of eve- 
ry tree of the garden ? And what was that , that thus lifted u 

man ? was it not his Will, wherein he defixed to be as Gods? 
but this Will was not ſo firong at firſt, as to prevail with man to 
go out of Gods will z, there was a greater appearance at firſt of 
Pride, in queſtioning the truth of what God had ſaid, than there 
was an appearance of Will to be as gods: And in this the Ser- 
pent the Tempter, was more ſubtile than any beaſt of the field which 
the Lord Gag bad made, for man having the enjoyment and domi- 
nion over all them, they never lifted up the heart of man into 
pride, nor did they cauſe in man a will or defire to be as 

ods. 

WhenGed had made man, the tree of Life was in the-midſt of 
the garden (in the midſt of mans heart, or the inward part of man) 
which was Jcſus if man keeping man in obedience to God. As 
long as man obeyed God, helived in God, and God lived in him, 
and the trce of knowledge of good and evil both trees were in the 
midſt of the garden, and were not forbidden to be there ; that 
, which was forbidden, was the cating of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. The cating of the truit of it. was forbidden, and 
not onely to be caten, but not to be touched 3 and that is the great 
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myſtery of the Creation of man,which God in his time will make 
known in man and to mai his Creature, that both trees were in 
man, as made in his Image. To be tempted is no fin, nof# for- 
bidden, that which is forbidden , is to yield to the-tempration, 
that is, fin. To eat of the tree of knawledge of good and evil, or 
the fruit of it, or th touch the fruit of it, this was what was for- 
bidden. Jeſus; was tempted, but he did not yield to the temptati- 
on, and ſo did not fin.z Feſius was led wp of the fpirit into the wil- 
derneſs to be tempted of the devil, Mat. 4. 1. mark that led of the ſpi- 
rit into the wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil, read it within whb 
can in the myſtery, there is ſo much in it, and ſo much dol fee in 
it, that if T(hould declate it, few at this day'could tear it ; Jeſus 
told his Diſciples, I have many things to ſay wnto you , but ye cannot 
bear them now, John 16. 12. | | 
I hope I may, without offence to any, write what is in the Scri- 

pture : And firſt as to the time when Feſis was led up of the ſpirit 
into the wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil, Matth. 4. 1- which is 
not by every one that reads it minded, or.any notice taken of it, 
although there is very much in it. - The time it was then, when 
at that very time that Jeſus had by his Fore-runner Fohn, fulfilled 
all Righteouſneſs , and had the Spirit of God deſcending like a 
ht and lighted, upon him,.and lo, a voice from Heaven, ſaying, 

bis is my beloved '$on, in hom I am well pleaſed, Matth. 3. 15, 16, 
17. then was the time, Mark 1. 32. immediately it was that then 
was Jeſus led up of the ſpirit into the wilderneſs, to be tempted of the 
Devil. Secondly, it was Jeſus, it was the beloved Son of God, in 
whom he was well pleaſed, that had fulfilled all Righteouſnels, 
it was he that came to ſave his people from their fins, that was 
ted up of the ſpirit into the wilderneſs , to be tempted of the Devil ; 
the Scripture does not ſay that he went of himſelf into the wilder- 
neſs to-be tempted. of the Devil Mark faith of it, Mark'1. 12. the 
ſpirit driveth him into the wilderneſs, Thirdly, it was-the ſpirit 
that led up the beloved Son of God, in whom he was well pleaſed, 
that had fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, that carne to fave his people 
from their fins, into the wilderneſs to be tempted of the Devil; it * © 
was no man nor any outward earthy Greature,that led,up Jeſus in- |, 
to the wilderneſs tobe tempted of the Devil, but Feſi was led wp of 
the ſpirit into the wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil; there is much 
in that, I pray mark the words gf the Scripture, it is not (aid, that 
Jeſus was led down of the 0 Os SAEInNRR tobe _ 
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of the Devil, but Jeſus was led wp of the ſpirit into the wilderneſs, 
to be tempted of the Devil. Fourthly, this beloved Son of God, in 
whom God was well pleaſed, that had fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, 
that came to ſave his people from their ſins , whither was he Icd 
up of the ſpirit to be tempted of the Devil ? it was into the 
wilderneſs 3 not onely led up toa. wilderneſs , which might be to 
the outfide of a wilderneſs, but led up irito the wilderneſs 3 he was 
lcd up into the wilderneſs, he was in the wilderneſs: what wil- 
derdeſs? the wilderneſs is all the name that is given to it in the 
Scriptures z outward wilderneſs have outward'names. There is 
a wilderneſs that is not without, nor hathan outward name, and 
yet it is a wilderneſs, and. may truly be (aid to be the wilderneſs. 
Fitthly, and this beloved Son of God, in whom he was well plea- 
{cd, that had fulfilled all Rightcouſneſs, that came to ſave his peo- 
ple from their fins, - was led up of the ſpirit into the wildernels to 
be tempted of the Devi!, as#rit being there in the wilderneſs, and 
in want he was then tempted þy the Devil , to do that” which 
God had not commanded him to do to ſupply his want, being an 
hungred, he was tempted to command thoſe fiones to be made 
bread, Secondly, he being taken up (mark that taken up) of the 
Devil into the holy City, and ſet upon a pinacle of the Temple, he 
was tempted ofthe Devil, to preſume upon Godthe Fathers love 
and-care, becauſe God had given his Angels charge concernin 
him, to preſerve him from harm, therefore he was tempted to all 
himſclf down from a pinacle of 'the Temple. Thirdly , he was 
taken up (mark that taken up) by the Devil into an exceeding 
* high mountain, and ſhewed all the Kingdoms of the World, and 
the glory of them, and tempted by the Devil,to do that which was 
altogether unlawful, to have given to him the things of the 
World, the Kingdoms of the World, and the glory of them , ard 
that was, to fall down and worſhip the Devil :, And in theſe tem- 
ptations in the wilderneſs that he was of the fpirit led up into, he 
did make it appear, .that he was the Son of: God, by his obedience 
to Gud, as is plain by his not yielding in the leaſt to any of the 
Temptations. Sixthly, this beloved $4 of God, in whom God 
was well pleaſed, that had fulllled all Rightcoulgels, that came to 
fave his people from their ſins, he was led upot. the ſpirit into the 
wilderneſsto be tempted of the Devil, to be tempted of him that 
-was a murderer from the. hrgianing, to be tempted of him that a- 
bode not in the truth , tobe teqppted of him that there is no 
truth 
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truth i him} to be tempted of him that is a lyar and the father of 
lyes, John 8. 44. pray take notice of this, that the'Scripture doth 
not ſay, that Jeſus was led up of the ſpirit to be tempted of the 
Devil, any where, but onely in the wilderneſs ; and when-he had 
fafted forty days ant forty nights, he was afterwards an hungred 
(mark that an bungred, he wanted bread, there is much in that of 
Jeſus being, an hungred) and when the Tempter came to him, 
he ſaid the Temptet ſaid , that which tempted him ,” it was that 
which ſaid, which, being taken notice off it may as an inſtrument * 
in Gods hand, be as an help'to underſtand what the wilderneſs 
whs, and what the Devil was, and what Jeſus temptations were 
that he was tempted in 3 the holy City, and the Teniple , they . 
were not in an outward wilderneſs 3 and where is there an out- 
ward mountain in the outward world ſo exceedingly high, that 
vpon it may be ſeen all the outward Kingdoms of the outward 
World, and the outward glory of them? and Feſus in the tem- 
ptation was taken up into an exceeding high mountain, and ſhew- 
ed all th> Kingdoms of the World, and the glory of them, if the 
Reader who underfiandeth little or nothing of the myſttry of Je- - 
ſus being led up of the ſpirit into*he wilderneſs to be tempted of 
the Devil, did but in true ſilence of all the carthy part in him, of 
all that is of the Ah in him, wait upon God, and be like the poor 
Widow to the unjuſt Judge, who would not give over going to 
him, until he had done her juſtice; ſo, not to give over waitin 
upon God, in true ſdf-denial, in being as a nothing in thy (elf, 
until God ſend his ſpirit, that quiet into all truth, co guide, to 
ſearch, to let thee underſtand ſomething of the great mylicry that 
is in theſe few words , Then was Feſus led up of the ſpirit» into the 
wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil , thou would(ſt then find that 
thoſe few words have been much read without , and very little 
underſtood by the outward Readers within, they have read little 
of them within themſelves. 

The forbidden fruit, as it was preſented in the temptation, it 
was pleaſant to the eye , and to be defired to make. wiſe ; the 
knowing of Gods will, and not to do Gods will, is the forbidden 
fruit: What God requires of man to obey him in , and what 
man knows to be Gods will that he ſhculd obey him in, is good 3 
but to know Gods will,and not to do it is evil;that is the knowing, 
of good and evil in the ation, which is fin, To know, is very 
pleaſant to the eye, becauſe it makes wiſe and how much is 
n F 2 there 
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there a deſire in man going forth after knowledge, that they may 
be wiſe, becauſe V/iſdom is one part of the fſſence or Being of 
God, and it is to, be like God 3 and ſo man in the temptation 
had adefire to be like God, as being wiſe. And thus man deſired 
to know more of God, than he deſired in. that knowledge-to 
yield obedience to God in. what he knew of God. And this is 
the forbidden fruit, to have a deſire to be wile like God, to know 
God, or the*mind and will of God, and not to obey®God accor- 
ding to what he knew toþe Gods will; this was Adams fall, this 
was the forbidden fruit which man was not to tat of, nor yet to 
touch it. © And now man is fallen, who can ſay upon a true exa- 
mination of himſelf in the inward parts, that he is now judged 
or condemned for the doing of any thing , btt for the doing of 
thoſe things that God hath made known to him that he ought 
not to do, or el{c he is judged and condemned for the not doing 
of thoſe things that God hath made known to him to be his will 
that he ought todo, and ſhould do the condemnation is cither 
for doing what we know we ought not to do, or for leaving un- 
done what” we know that we ſhould do. 

The woman myſtically beinghe tigure of mans being drawn by 
the ſpirit, or the goings ot leadings forth of man by the ſpirit of 
Jeſus in man 3 for as the Lord God took the woggan out of Adam, 
{o is mans being drawn by the ſpirit, or the goings or leadings 
forth of man by the ſpirit of Jeſus in man, is the work of the 
Lord God z and they are given as Help - meets for- the life 
of Jcſus in man; that is, as Help-meets for that life of Jeſus 
in man that is in him, ſaving of him from fin. And as the wo- 
man, as ſhe was taken out of Adam, akhough (he-was bone of his 
bone, and flcſh of his fleſh, yet (he had a diſtinct and ſeparated 
body from Adam ſoin the myltery is to be underſtood mans be- 
ingdrawn by the ſpirit of Jcſus, or the goings or leadings forth 
of the ſpirit of Jeſus in man, although taken oat of Jeſus in man 
(as the woman was taken out of man) to be dittinct and ſepara- 
ted from Jeſus in man, and ſerve for the end the woman .was 
created for, to be as an Hclp-mcet for maa, ſo man by theſe draw- 
ings of the ſpirit, or the goings or leadings forth of man by 
the ſpirit of Jelus in man, are as 'Hiclp-mects for tlie lite of 
Jeſus in man, 

How is the life of Jeſus in man refreſhed and comforted, when 
there is in man a drawing, going, or leading forth of the Jong 
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meditate of Gods. goodneſs, or to meditgte of ſome myſtery that 
God is making known to the Soul, citherwhat God is, or what 
he hath made man to be, or what man was before the fall or what 
man- made himſelf by the fall, or what God hath mage man by 
his redeemin him, or. what-mah\ ſhall be in the r 

or ſometimes In praying or ſpeaking, or ſome ſudden Vitzon, or 
breakings out of the manifeſtafions of Gods love in: theſe or other 
of the drawings, leadings, or goings forth of man by the Spirit of 
Jeſus in man! How is the Life of Jefus in man helped and reteſhed ? 
that is, that Life of Jeſus in man that is in him ſaving of him 
from fin. So as the woman was created to be an Help-meet for 
Alam ;, o hath God made man by theſe drawings, leadings, or 
goings forth of man by the Spirit of Jeſus in man, as Help-meets 
tor the Life of Jeſus in man, as he is in man a faving him from 
fin. Now, as I ſaid before, as the woman, although taken out of 
Adam, and was bone of his bone, and fleſh of.his fleth, yet the had 
a diſtin and (ſeparate body of her ſelf. So in the myſtery, al- 
though man by theſe drawings of the Spirit, or goings or leadings 
forth of man by the Spirit, they come from Jeſus, and are taken 
out of Jeſus in manz yet in the myſtery they are to be looked 
upon as a,diſtinit and ſeparate body from Jeſus in man, as the wo- 

man was adiltin& and ſeparate body from man. 

Now the Sergents (elf, or a mans own will, 'as ſeparated from 
God, as it is in the fall, and fo is become a fallen Angel or Spirit, 
and being in the garden of God, that- is, in the heart or inward 
part oFrman, this preſents to the woman (that is, to man, as be- 
ing drawn of- the Spirit, or his goings, or being led forth by the 
Spirit of Jeſus in man ) a deſire more to know the -things of 
God, than to come into the obedience of what God hath by thoſe 
drawings, leadings, or goings forth of the Spirit, made known to 
them to obey him in; ( and this is the forbidden Fruit ) for man 


to dclire to know more of God in thoſe manifeſtations or enjoy- . 


ments that he hath received from God by the drawings, leadings, 
or going3 forth of his Spirit in them, than to obey God in what 
he knew ct God, or that God doth make known to him of him- 
ſelt in thole manifeſtations or enjoyments that he gives of hinilc!f 
unto man. And this deſire after knowledge, this Serpents (AE or 
a mans own will in the fall, preſents to be-very pleaſant to the 
eye of the woman, and to be delired to.be made wile, avd by it to 
be as Gods, ; 

But 
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But theſe preſentations to the woman, is-to. be taken as if nan 
in theſe drawings, oings, or leadings torth of the Spirit, were 
diftin& and ſeparate from Jeſus, as the woman was from the 
man. Ang, that js onely to be taken as to thit ſenſe or know- 
ledge that the Soul ( whereifl&heſe drawings or ggings forth of 
the Spirit are ated ) hath of them, that is, as the Soul or inward 
Patt of man does look upon the dfawings, goings, _ or Jeadings 
forth of the Spirit of Jefus in them, and take them in as their 
own drawings, goings, or leadings forth afrer God 3 and do not 
look upon them as they are the work of God or Jeſus in them. 
And thus, as at a diſtance or ſeparate from Jeſas, that is, the Soul 
tir(t loling the being ſenſible of its -being drawn, going, or being 
led forth by the Spirit of Jeſus in then, to be the work of Jeſus 
in them, and fo not keeping in the low and meek Spirit, but be- 
ivg lifted up with what they enjoy of God in thoſe drawings, go- 
ings, or leadings forth of the Spirit in them, ſelf or-mans will in 
the tall, prevails cthrovgh the plealing part that it hath of thoſe 
drawings, goings, or leadings torth of the Spirit, as to look upon 
them as their pwn, and they do not look upon them as the work of 
Jeſus in them : And from this a defire gets up in man to be wiſe. 
And fo that in man ( which is the woman) , that was drawn, 
Icd, or went forth-by the Spirit, takes and eats of them 3' that is, 
to take it down into them,, and fatisfie thetnſelygs therewith as 
their own drawings, leadings, or goings forth after God 3. which 
they were drawn, led, or went forth.to, by the Spirit of Jeſus in 
them : Not that the drawings, goings, or leadings fortif%f the 
Spirit of Jeſus in man, can eat of the forbidden Fruity. they cannot 
eat of the forbidden Fruit 3 but man in thoſe drawings, goings, or 
leadiogs forth of the Spirit, cats of the forbidden Fruit, that is, he 
takes down into him{ſclf, as man does'the food he eats, a deſire 
more to know of God than toobey God in what he knows: And 

{q as mans body is ſatisfied with taking in and cating of his food, 
ſo*nfan ſatisfies himſclt with taking and cating of knowledge, and 
contents himſelf with knowledge, as with food, to live upon, and 
his life is in if. | 

Andfthe reaſon why man takes in, cats, and feeds himſelf upon 
knowledge in the drawings, leadings, or goings 'tofth of Jelas' 
Spirit in him, is, becauſe of mans not minding or having regard 
to the root from whence thoſe drawings, goings, or leadings torth 
of the Sfirit-in him, ſprung 3 which is trom.Jcſus in them 3 = 
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they looking upon. them. as their own, and ag ſpri 
from ſomething of thgir own : And here the (abt 
or mans own will, as it F ſeparated from Gods will, gets in his 


head'z and having got ip his head, he by degrees rigles in his 
whole body. He at firftbegan fo with the woman he firſt laid 
to-her, Tea, hath God ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of every tree of the gar- 
den? He puts it by way of queſtion ( and gauſes her to queliion ) 
whether it were true or no, that God had faid, that they ſhould 


.not eat of every tree of the garden. And when Jeſus the Light 


( that lightneth eyery mar: that cometh into the world ) tells the 
woman what was Gods Command, and the Will of God that 


- they ſhould doz and the puniſhment, if they tranſgreſſed Gods 


Command, that is, they (hquld die :, it was Jeſus in the woman 
that-gave the Serpent this anfwer 3 it was that in the woman, that 
if ſhe would have believed and $beycd, would have kept her from 
ſinning, fromreating the forbidden fruit. But the Serpent, he ha- 
ving got in his head into, her, in cauſing her to queſtion the truth 
of ON Command, whether & no God had ſaid, they (ſhould not 
cat-of every trec of the garten. Now he rigttth in his whole bo- 
dy, and by his lying would make God a lyar, ſaying, Te ſhall not 
ſurely die. '- For God doth kjtow, that in the day -ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes ſhall be opened. and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing geod and 
evil. - Here the Serpent gets in his body rigling it in a. little ac 


once. Fir(t, he removes the penalty out of the womans thoughts, - 


perſwading her (he ſhall not dies God had ſaid; and ſo gives God 
the lye,: or makes God a lyar : And when the Serpent had per- 
fwaded the woman that God had not faid true, then he calily 
wrought in hex a good opinion of himſelf, that he ſpake-true when 
he told'her ( the lye ) that God'knew: that in the day ſhe cat of 
the forbidden Fruit, their eyes (hould be:opened, and: they ſhould 
be as Gods, knowing good and evil; they (hould not onely be as 
Gods, but their eyes ſhould be. opened fo as that they ſhould (ce 
themſelves as Gods, Ns, | : 
How doth expericnce at this day teach the &uth of this ?: That 
before the Devil doth prevail with them to yield to his tempta- 
tions, he firtt begets a doubt or queſtion in the heart, whether in- 
deed God hath'torbidden the doing of what the Devil cempteth 


. todo; that is, as the Dzvil preſents his falſe gloſs.upon it, thae 


there is a good to be. gained by yiclding to his tzmptations 3 as 
he did the forbidden trbit to the woman, that it was w=_ bar 
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food, and'to be defired-to make wiſe. - And if the Devil once 
prevail fo far'as to get the Creature to reaſgp the-caſe with him, 
whether the'doing of what he tempteth, to be lawful or not law- 
| ful, and ſo makes the perſon doubtful and queſtioning in what be» 
fore he knew and believed to be the wilkof Godand obeyed God 
in, ( as was the caſe of thewoman, ſhe knew and believed ſhe was 
not to eat of the forbidden fruit, and for a time obeyed God in it ) 
then he foon prevails with them ( as he did with the woman ) 
to hopes of eſcaping the penalty that Jeſus, the Light in them, 
hath told them would follow upon their breaking Gods Com- 
miand-z.and the how ealily is thECreatare carried away to a be- 
lief of what the Devil ſaid to be true ( as did the woman ) that | 
by yielding to his temptations, they ſhall be gyeat gainers! (tit 
woman was promiſed to have her eyes opened; and to be as Gods, 
knowing good and evil.) What'greater gain can any have by 
yielding to the Devils temptations, than to have their eyes opened, 
and to be as Gods? And who is it that,can fay, if ever they did 
take any notice or regard how theDevil tempts them, and how 
they have been carried away with his'te tions, if they have 
not in ſome degree or meaſure found it to be ſo, That firlt-there 
is a queſtion or doubt in them, whether what they are tempted to, 
be a breaking of the Commind of God 3 jor if it be a breaking of 
the Command of God, yet not (o great i breaking of the Com- 
mand of God, as that they ſhall ſurely die for it, that is, be fure- 
ly damned for it 3 but they nay Gat of the forbidden fruit, and 
yet beas Gods, that is, break Gods Command, and pleaſe them- 
| ſelves therein, and have their own minds, wills, and defires ſatis- 
fied in what they do? And what can be greater gain than this, to 
have their minds and wills? This to them is a Kingdom 3 and 
herein they think themſelves like Gods, they are as Gods to them- 
ſelves : for as God made all things for himſelf to be glorified in 
them, ſo as much as in them lieth, they make all things their own 
to ſatisfic and pleaſe themſelves in'them 3 and/yet pleaſe them- 
ſelves with a hope that God will forgive them all their fins, and 
that they (halt be like God at laſt. | | : 

And thus when the Serpent had prevailed in his temptations 
with the woman, that they ſhould not ſurely die,” but that their 
eyes ſhould be opened, and they ſhould be as Gods, knowing good 
and evil, and that the woman ſaw the Tree was good for tood, 
and'that it was pleaſant to the cye, and *a Tree to be defired to 

» x es make 
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make one wile, then ſhe took of the fruit Bas 


fruit of the Tree was wilful diſobedience 3 ſhe cart, (he: | 
ſelt with a deſire after the kriowledge of good, and. wil "gyne- 
gle&ed her obedience ;to God; ſhe knew Gods mind at ol 
what ſhe ſhould do, but did*not obey God in that ſhe knew tobe 
Gods will that (be ought to obey him in 3 but inſtead of yielding 
obedience to Godyy what ſhe knew of God, the Serpent telling 
her that their eyes ſhould be opened, that was, to ſee more or 
better than they did ce, 'as. much in difference as is between ſee- 
ing with the eyes as if_ they were ſhut; and the (ceing with them 
wide open. And this muſt be underftood as to the underſtanding 
and knowing part in man : for none” can be {6 ignorant -as to 
think that the” eyes of their bodies, were not open before the tem-" 
ptation, but it is the cye of the underſtanding and knowledge that” 
was to be opened by yielding to the temptation, to know more of 
God than they did know of him. And by this the woman' was 
carried out to a deſire of anoth& knowledge of God, and likewiſe 
to God, than that knowledge of God that God had given tothem 
in the Creation z and another likeneſs. of God, than that Image 
of God that he had made them in : And by this running out after 
a defire of a greater meaſure of the knowledge of God and like- 
neſs to God, ard not to obey Got in what they knew to be his 
will-to obey him in, Here diſobedience, that got in ( the for- 
bidden fruit that was eaten they eat, that is, they" filled and ſatis- 
fied themſelves with a defire of knowledge, as a man: eats and fa- 
tisfies himſelf with meat, and did not yield. obedience to God ac- 
cording to what they knew of God, ) and fo that knowledge of 
God and likeneſs ta God that they were made in. And as they 
were created, fo. they for a time had obeyed God in that know- 
tedge, and in that likeneſs that they were created in, until the time 
of their diſobedience 3 and then by their cating of the forbidden 
fruit, their obedience died in them: And ſo man Yied.in the da 
he cat of the forbidden fruit, he died in his obedience to God, 
his obedience to God died in him 3 he died as to that knowledge 
that he had of God, as being in Gods Image, the Image of God 
that he was made in, was dead in him 3 mans body did not die in 


© the day he cat the forbidden fruit, nor was mans body that Image 


of God that he made'man in. 
Before mans fall, all chat he did was done by his being drawn, 
lead, or going forth by __ RIO in him z he knew no- 


= 
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doing Gods will ; and to that ſiate man. 
1. Cor. 1.5, 4 5 47 49+ The firſt Adam 

Joel, ( this-was not the body of Adam that God 

of-the. ground, but it was that after hehad 
made that body, then God breathed into that body the breath 
of life, and man became a livingſoul which was this firſt Adam) 
' the laſt Adam was made a quickzing ſpirit. Thefirft mau is of the 
earth, earthy : the ſecond man is the Lord from beaven. As we have 
born the Image of the eartby, we ſpall af have the Image of the hea- 
venly, Here the Apoſtle giveth the deſcription of the two Adamr, 
and what they were: made; _ the fo « living ſoul, the ſecond a 
guickning ſpirit : And then what they were 3 the firſt man is of the 
earth, the ſecond man is the Lord from heaven : then he deſcri- 
beth how he and he Saints-were in likeneſs to the firſt Adam, 
and ſhall be in likeneſs tothe laſt Adem; and to the firſt and ſe- 
cond man : And as we have. born tha Image of the earthy, we ſhall al- 
ſo bear the Image of the heavenly. Not that we do now bear the 
Image of the heavenly, but we ſhall in time to come alſo bear the 
Image. of the heavenly z that is, as certainly as we have born the 
Image, of the earth certainly ſhall we alſo, when the time 


file and Saints did theo experimentally know what it was to bear 
the Image of -the cathy, ſo by faith they did as certainly believe 
that they ſhould alſo bear the Image of the heavenly. And'to 
that Image that the Apoſile ſpake. of, that he and the Saints then 
Were in, of the fixlt Adam that was made a living ſoul, which was 


vot-mans body that was mgde fx a. t that of man 


, {o 
ſhall come, bear the a of the hea yenly 3 that is, as the Apo- 


which was made in the Injage anc .  Ipray take 
notice! man in the creation ack made God, bo OK 462 made 
in the Image and likeneſs of God, God is unchangeable, and 
cannot fall, God in man did not change, it was that in man that 
was mgde like God, that changed, his Image was changeable 
which is well worth our takivg notice.of, which if we did, our cx- 
perience would tell us thb truth.of it, how Gods Image changes 
in us. And man in the creation was not ſo made in the Image 
and likeneſs, of God, but that he might change ( as he did ) in 
eating of the forbidden fruit z not by the Command of God, but 
Wo bee rag Feranp ork this life, Which, was made in'th 
0 that Rate ot che Saings, in this.life; which, was made in the 
Image of God hd Key 2x. may be changeable by cating i 
| the 
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the forbidden fruit,” doth! what L have here'&ltc Fethe 
molt part, anto'3'- that” as'the y have born the of the 
earthy, and fo was the' woman that was deceived and jn 
: for the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Tin. 2. 23, 14. " 
firſt formed, then Eve : And Adam was not deceived; but thiwoman 
being deceived, war in the tyanſgreſſion. Adam here cannot bee taken 
for the firſt rnan Atom made of the Earth'; for fo he eat of the 
forbidden fruit, as did the woman, and was deceived, and in the 
tranſgreſfion with the woman z and for his offence judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation, Kom. 5. 12 verſe to the 20 verſe. 
But Adm here muſt be Jeſus, wha: was/ made a quickning Spirit, 
and is Lord from Heaven :' And he' was'tirft formed; ( the Apo. 
file does not here ay, made as a Creature; but formed » he was 
in the form and likeneſs of God: before the World was, 'and the 
World was made by him. © This Adam in man; that is, Feſus tn 
man was not deceived, neither doth-this Jeſus in man enter into 
the tranſgreſfion : But Eve,4o called becauſe ſhe was the Mother 
of all Fving, ſhe that had her beginning after Aon, and was taken 
out of p (xd ( mark that,)/(he wig the' woman that was decei- 
ved and found it the tranſgreffiorr 3 'that which was taken out of 
Adam, and was bone of Adan's bone; and fleſh of 4dam's fleſh, 
and given to Adam of God to be'an Help-meet for 4dem; this was 
deceived; and was in'the tranſgreſſion. - Read'it within, who can, 
in the myſtery. IF 39 al ] Dion. 
- - Chriſt is compared to the man, and theChurchyto the woman, 
Epbefians the fifth*Chapter 3 and the''Saints/are compared to'a 
woman bringing forth-a- man child, Revefavions the 1 2th Chapter. 
Al they that can read it in the-myſtery, in- ſome meaſure, degree 
or other, who:knowg what it is to have'the woman-in them 
ſaved in Child-bearing, that is, - to know that inman which was 
deceived and found in the tranfgreſfion, to be again ſaved ini bear- 
ing the Child Jeſus, in bearing and bringing forth in'them that 
which faves from ſin; and that which faves from fin, is that 4- 
dam in them that was not deceived 3 that of Gediin man that 'ne- 
ver changed, but was, and is, and ever ſhall be*the ſame, and is 
the quickning Spirit the Lord from-Heaven, and the heavenly 1- 
mage that we ſhall in-time bear, if we continue in Faith, and'Cha- 
rity, and Holineſs with Sobricty. | 91107: 
Tt was Gods promiſe, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
tr Perpracs hd Wer ue wat Gr wed Wee 
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Serpents; head, { mark that ) but the ſed of the woman : Not 


mars being drawn forth by the Spiric, or the or the lead- 
ings forth of man by the Spirit of Jeſus in man;that was in man be- 
forthe fal that was not to bruiſe the Serpents head, but the ſeed 
of the woman was. to bruiſe the Serpents head. + 4 Virgin ſhall 
conceive and bear a ſon, bis name is Emmanzel, God in ws, Mat. 1.23, 
The Virgin that knew no man, brought forth Jeſus the Son of 
God, Luke 1. 34, 35+ That is the ſeed that brujſes the Serpents 
head 3 that is that in man that knoweth nothing of man; that 
wherein there is nothing ofman joyned to it, as isin mans being 
drawn, lead, or going out to a& by the Spirit .of Jeſus in him ; 
there the Serpents felf, or a mans own will, is ready to bruiſe the - 
heel of it. The feet is the walking or going part of man, or up- 
on that which man walks 3 and che heel is the hinderrgoſt part 
.of the foot, and (o it repreſents the walkings, goings, or drawings 
forth of man by the g war Jeſus in him 3 which ſelf or a mans 
. own will, is ready to bruiſe the heel of it, that is, to hurt or hin- 
der the pure operations of the work of the Spirit of Jeſus in man; 
but the ſeed of the woman, God in ut, the Son of Jeſus that 
ſaves from ſin, this bruiſcs;the head of the Serpent, -_ The hicad is 
that part of the boly whezein the life and underſtanding is pha- 
cd, it is the feat of that which makes wiſe, and it is the u 
moſt part of the Creature, And this ſced of the woman, Godin 
us, the Son of God, Jcſus that ſaves from fin, is that ſeed which 
bruiſes the; head of the Serpent in uss- bruiſcs the head of ſelf or a 
mans own will in-us, bruiſes the life of (elf or a mans will, bruiſes 
its wiſdom pr underſtand bruiſes whatever is uppermoſt in 
man. God did not ile that the ſeed of the woman ſhould 
ſlay or kill the Serpent, {o as that there ſhould be no life. or mo- 
tion in the Serpent 3 ( mark that ) no, thfre. was to be an enmity 
' between them, between the woman and the Serpent, and between 
the womans ſecd and the Serpents ſeed : And although the Ser- 
pent had his head bruiſed by the ſeed of che woman, yet the Ser- 
pent ſhould bruiſe the heel of the womans ſeed : ( mark that ) 
. The Serpent was not.to bruiſe the heel of the woman, although 
.God put enmity between the, Sexpent and the: woman, and be- 
. tween the womans ſeed. and the, Serpents feed 3. ,and ſo great an 
enmity , that the Serpent was to bruiſe the heel of the womans 
ſed 3 and the ſeed of Hat omen, not the woman, but the wo- 
mans ſeed was to bruile the che Serpent, Man = 
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forth by the leadings pr'drawings of the ſpirit of Jeſus in him, is 
ny i Serpents acrghtwforoy rex romgrtgarie 
man is dra 


is he, it is that ſeed of the woman that is to bruiſe the Serpents 
head, ſo that man muſt be nothing in bruiſing the Serpents head, 
but God muſt beall in the doing thereof. 2:46. 246 

And doth not experience tcach us the truth thereof? do we not 


' forth to do what he doth in obedience to Spams 


find that although God ii us, Jeſus that ſaves from fin doth bruiſe 


the head of the Serpent in us ( {df or mans will ) wherein the 
life of the Serpent and its wiſdom is placed , and whatis upper- 
moſt in Man, is bruiſed by the ſeed of the Woman in us 3 yet there 
remains a life or motion in this Serpents ſelf or mans will , that 
ddth bruiſe the heel of the ——_ ſeed in- us3 that is, it hurts 
or hi the hindermoſt part of the pure operations or worki 
arrays of the woman in-us, that is, of Jeſus in us; and _R 
be this Jeſus in us, and he alone in us that can bruiſe the head 
of the Serpent+in us, and man muſt be but an inſtrument in his 
hand, and not to move therein,but as moved by Jeſus in him,thar 
ſo may be all in all, to work both to' will and to 'do of his 
own good pleaſuxe.'' k 

And yet this woman that was deceived, and an the tranſgreſſi- 
on, ſhall be ſaved in Child-bearing, in bearing the Child whoſe 
name is God in us, the Son of God, Jeſus that ſaves from fin, which 
is conceived in the pure Virginsſeed in-man, in that im man that 
knew no man (that is, that knew nothing of ſelf or the will of 
man) but knew onely ic will of God, it- is - 6s in-man that knew 
nothing of man, (that is, of mans (elf or will by joyning with it, 
or eſcending to it ; that is the Virgins ſeed in man , which 
conceived God in us, the Son of God, Jeſus that ſaves from fin 
and this Conception of the Virgins ſeed in us, is wrought and 
brought to paſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, the power of the highett com- 
ing upon us , and over-ſhadowing of 'us., it is the great power of 
God by the holy Spirit, joyning with that ſeed of God in man, 
that never condeſcended or yielded to ſelf in man , or to mans 
will in the temptation, but did oppoſe it, and diſcovered the 
temptation in man to be contrary to-Gods will that is, that they 
ſhould not cat,of the fruit of the tree in the mjd{i of the garden, 
and told-man the danger if he yielded to the temptation, that he 
ſhoukl dies and after man had yielded to the temptation, ſhewed 


him his nakedneſs, his being firipped or made naked as to __ 


. 
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holineſs and G thay God had mafle them in, and ma; 

them ſcuviceable..of the juſtice of 'God. coward prey 
t ion, which made them afraid. of God... Yingigs 
ſeed in man, that Fas thus in man before the, fall, and continued in 
man after thefall., the great power of God by. the Holy Ghoſt 
joyns with 3 and by this conjundtion or joynipg, together of theſe 
two ſeeds, (if they may be ſocall'd) thatis.the lyed of God in ys,6 
the ſead of God without! ug 3 that is, the.power of God within us, 
and the power of God withoug, us (which. is all of; one kind 
naturc, - as is the ſeed ofthe: man ,-and .the feed. of... the wornan,) 
here cometh the conception of the Son 'of God) 'in, us, Jeſus that 
ſaves from fin, which, being born and-broughs. forth in the lik 
cangot-finz: 1 Fohn 3.9. Whoſoever if ;borxi of Gpd,, cannot; fin begduſe 
be is born of God ;, it is the birth and; bringing forth of < ys 
God in us, it is that: in| us cannot Gn , it is bor of God, 
1 Fohn'3. 8. He that committeth fin is of the Devil, for the devil. ſin+ 
neth from the beginning : he that lins, or that which is ſin, is of the 
Devil, for the Devil Gpneth from'the beginaing 3 this, beging 
is not to be underſtood. from the. beginning of time in which'Gac 
created all things, for then all things were very good, Gen. I,,3.1y 
They were like God as God, is good 3 but from- the bi of 
the Devil, the Devil ſinned, fin was the firſt beginning of the Devil, 
and fo he, or that which-commits fin, is of the Devil , and whey 
fin began to have a being, ghe Devil. began to haye a, bring. There 
is but two ſceds'in man, the feed of the Woman , , and the ſeed 
of che Serpent 3-:and what is not of the ſked of the, woman. in 
man, which bringeth forth that which is born of God, and cans» 
not fin, is of-the ſeed of the Serpent in man, the Devil, that which 
bringeth forth ſin in his own likeneſs: The ſpigit of Jeſus that 
draweth man forth into obedience to God that cannot fin, nor 
dottit fin, but it is that iv man that was in the obedicnce to God 
that fins , 4s once mans will was in.obedience to, God , but mans 
will going out of the: abedicnce to God, was that whicl brought 
forth fin in man. my 

* The Apoſile ſaid, 1 Tim. 2. 14, 15. \that the woman being decei- 
ved, was in the ranſgreſſon 3 Notwith(tguding (that is, there is.00- 


thing to hinder ic, but) ſhe ſhall be ſaved in only , if (he con- 
tinue in faith, and charity, and holineſs with ſobriety": 74 conti- 
nued in faith, &e. which is as much as to ſay ; that ſhe was in 
faich wher child Jeſus was born 3 Fobn 1. 12, & many as 
" | | recei- 
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received bim, to them be wer. to be the ſds of God,. even #0 them 


vith, and of onr ſelves, it is the-gift of Gol, By thglt S$cri- 
= arty: Ha Faich is that 9 4a God \(as 1 may fo 
(ay) makes uſe of, for the bringing forth this child Jcſus to fave 


' us fromſin: In the bearing of this CHild the woman that was 


deceived, and in the tranfgreſſion is ſaved, if ſhe continue io faith ; 
that is, in that faith that God purifies the heart with z the wo- 
man-in the tranſgrefſion ſhe went out of faith, out of the believing 
GodJinto'the believing of the Serpent; znd.fo her heart” was de- 
filed ; and to ſave her, ſhe muſt be brought. into that faith that 
purifies her heart 3 and there muſt not onely be faith, which God 
makes uſe of, for the bringing forth this child Jeſus that ſaves 
from ſin, but there muſt be a continuing in it, . it muſt continue to 
the end. | <.o W/4 

And Chatity, which is the height of Love, that muſt continue 
in Faith, which the Apoſile in the firſt of the Corinthians 13. faith, 
oa gicbong they bad all Faith, and thereby did great things, as 
to ve mountains, and other t works as he there menti- 
ons, yetall was nothing without ty, and Charity he ſaith is 
greater than Faith. nerf: 

: Abd Ridlineſs muſt continue with Faith and Charity : to be 
holy, that is to be like God 3 i1 Pet, 1..15,,16..,45 be that bath 
called you is boly, ſo be ye holy in all manner of converſation, becauſe it 
is written, Be ye holy, for | ans hely. , and to.all theſe, Sobriety is to 
be joyned. To be {ober,/Roml.14. 3: thatis, to have s low and 
mean eſſtnee of.onr ſilver;  Titi/2. 11 32, Far tbe grace of God that 
bringesb ſatvation,  taathnb ubin that. cart ſaved. to. deny wigodlineſs 
and worldlyanſts, and 10 lively ſaberly, tighteopſly; and gadtily in this 
preſens world. Theſe all-muft and do attend to. and with the 
Child-bearing of the Woman thar ſaves her out of the tranſgre(s 
fion 3 aud w _ are waming,, or any —_ what trac 
marks, ſigns/manifeftations; or knowledge. is ' that any one 
can fay theyhave; that ithe child Jeſus is born mm them , as that 
the-woman jn them is faved out of the .tranigreffion. | 

But ifiv be phjected, it the woman in the figure or myſtery that 
was deceived, and inthe tranfyrefſfion be mans being drawn by 
the {piric', or the goings-or- kadings forth of man by the ſpirit of 
eſasin md rhe tows God an) us, 08 the:Son of: God, or 
chatfaxes fponviingthe ſeebof ths RS} 

(v) 


anddn the tranſgretfion ? 
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Ty chat-I anſwer, That the Woman was deceivedl, .and in- the 

Condi ai frrabend wits will of mat ng. 
joyned\to-an vthe will of manyin_ the tranſgre(> 

fjon 3'-and in ſo doing, the Serpents ſeed was bu hy ey ;-di&; 
obedience was brought forth, which is che ſeed» of theSerpenr. 
When God in the Creation made the Creatures.on the: Earth, the * 
ſeed of what he made was in them 3 and'fo it may be (aid of the 
Serpent, when he took his firſt being in man”, His ſetd was in him; 
diſobedience was in him, and between that feed: of .difabedience, 
and the ſeed of the Wotyganz that%is that ſced of:Gdd. inmarl,thde 
neyer condeſcended to the will of man-iv his difobedience , 'bue 
ſtaod in obedience to God : There is by God put an everlaſting 
enmity berween thoſe ewo ſceds3 and the feed of the Woman, 
that is God in us,-or-the Son of God, or Jgſus that ſaves from 
fin 3 that is-another ſeed of the Woman, and not that ſced/whict 
knew the wilt of: Man,” and candefcended-and joyned with Mans 
will in the tranſgreiſion ;, but it is a-ſeed/in man that never knew 
man, that is, the will of man by joyniog with jt, or condeſcendi 
to mans will: in his diſobedience, but it ever did and doth | 
the. will of man in his difobcdicace; ic is a Virgins ſeed that knew 
NO Man. | 45 

And this is as great ai myflery tothe Wiſdomiof this World, as 
it was that ar-outward Virgin'that hever knew.an outward ian, 
ſhould bring forth a Son : [The woman that this Virgins ſeed ſhall 
fave, is that in-man that was-loſtby. the granſgreſſion, Take no- 
tice of this 3 before mantra .he was drawn and went 
forth in the doing what he did by the' ſpirit. of,God in him hope 
none will deny-that. God breathed into hin the breath of lite, 
and he became a living Soul z, man being thus made alive, he was 
by the drawings of the ſpirit, or the goings or leadings of the ſpi- 
rit of Jeſus in him, carried out by a principle of love to yield an o- 
bedience to Godgand in and by his tranſgreſfion he died 3 that is, 
man as fo his being drawn, going, or being led forth by the ſpirit 
of Jeſus in him,” in obedience to God in that love that he had to 
God. In the tranſgreffion, . that obedience that he had to God 
died,” which he was in before the tranſgreſſion, and drawn, led, or 
went forth in that obedience by the ſpirit of Jeſus in him : that 
obgdience died, that is, it died as to mans part, as to mans obeying 
of God 3 and ſo man was loſt as to his love and obedience to 
God 3 and the woman being faved, is the nds 
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obedience-again in man to:God,,, which is done in the Virgins. 
ſced;- in thewomans :bearing the Child: Jeſus, the Son of 

God/in' us} who came to ſeck and to ſave that which was 
; What is now required of the woman to continue in to be faved 
in child-bearing, that is, ſhe is tocontinue in faith, charity, holi- 
neſs, and ſobriety ; theſe all were in Adam before the fall , and (© 
man may be ſaid to die in the day that he cat of the forbidden 


fruit, 


There was faith in Adam before he fell : * Adam before he fell 
he believed all that Gog had ſaid to him to be true, and he obeyed 
God in all that he had commanded him to do, and he contefſed 
the truth of what God had ſpoken to him, ard of his obedience to 
God in and by the woman ; It was the wemarr that ſaid , We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the'garden, but of che fruic of 
the tree in the midſt of the garden,God hath faid ye ſhall not cat of 
it, neither ſhall ye touch it leſt ye die, (and this was ſpoken by the 
man in the woman, as being led or guided by the ſpirit of Jeſus in 
him,to give this ad{wer tothe Serpent)I pray mark,God did make 
known his Commandment to the man , before the woman had-a 
being, that is, before ſhe had a body ſeparated from mans body : 
man ' makes no acknowledgement of what God had commanded 
him to do, or of his faith in believing the truth of what God had 
commanded, or of his obedience to..God, but as he did it in and 
by the woman it was the woman that acknowledged the Com- 
mand, and*their believing of it, and their obedience to the Com- 
mand, the acknowledgement of their faith and obedigrice, it was in 
this that ſhe declared what God had commanded them to do, and 
what he had commanded them not to do, and the penalty, if 
they tranſgreſſed , and then they had not broken Gods Comps 


The Serpent never {ct upon. man to tempt bim, before he had a 
woman given to him as an Help-meet z - but after he had a woman 
given to him, to be-an Help-meet for him , then he (et upon him 
to tempt him in and by the woman (read it in the myſtery who 
can) I hope none will own themſelves to be ſo ignorant as to 
ſay, they believe the Serpent did not tempt the.man , becauſe the 
Scripture ſpeaketh of the Woman and the Serpent to have all the 
diſcourſe in the temptations z but yet the Scripture (aich,, that (he . 
took of the PIE and gave alſo to her husband 
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with her, and he did gat; and gave allo: to her husband with 
her , and he did cat, that-is, at "the very-ſame time and ins 
fiant zhat the woman cat, the husband cat allo. with her, they eac 
together 3 by which it is clear that the temptation was the ſame 
in the husband that it was in the woman 3 but God is pleaſed to 
fet it forth to be the woman that was tempted, the more to make 
known the myſtery of the creating of man, and of mans fall, and 
given it the name that the woman was deceived, and in the tranſ- 
gecſſion, notwithſtanding ſhe ſhall be ſaved in Child-bearing. 

Arid as Faith was in 4dam before the fall , ſo Charity was in 
Adam before the fall; the height of love zvas in Adam before he 
tell, there was no love in the heart of man. to any creature before 
the fall, mans heart was filled, as I may ſo ſay, with love to God, 
the love of the Creatibnx nor of any Creature was not entred in- 
to mans heart before the fall, no not to Eve, but, onely as God had 
made her an Help-meet for man , but he knew her not till after the 
fall ; and Holineſs was in Adam before the fall, as he was made in 
the Image of God, and Sobriety was in man, before the fall man 
had no high thoughts or efteem of himſelf. 

While man-ftood fedfalt in his faith, believing the truth of 
what God had ſpoken, -and his love remained unchangeable, and 
his holineſs unblemiſhed, and his ſobricty unmoved, mans heart 
was like a pleaſant and delightful Garden ; and while mans -heazt 
was thus as a garden, and all that man did was done by mans. be» 
ing drawn or ted, or going forth thereunto by the ſpizit.of Jeſus 
in him ; tor who daxe ſay that man befoxc his being tefnpted, did 
any thing that was not the work of God in him. 3 and man.in 
the garden, and in his being ted, drawn, or-going forth. by the ſpis 
rit of Jeſus, in him, ſabtilly gets into him, and perfwades. hin. in 
the time of his being drawn, led, or going ferth- by the ſpirit of 
God (or, Jeſus). firſt, to queſtion the truth of what God had faid; 
ane#then tp a defrre to be- as Gods. Man was in. the Image of 
God before the tempration, as God- made-him., aodifo.in.that 
Itmage he was ted-or drawn, 'or- went forth-to. do whatſoever he 
did by the ſpirit of God-in him : But ſpbtilly the temptation cau» 
ſed a defire itv him to be as Gods, and not - to- be contented ta/be 
. ted, drawn, or ts; another,-as-he' was in-that ſtate that Gad 

d Hi di i nh to be a5-gods:, to- be ofrhimdeifiand'to.do 
of himſelf; that: is;'to be as-gods, to haveno;dependency. upon ar 
gather, bac offiimſelf 4 ad hbs-kin lacke- guides, and! ig.the 
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time, of his being drawri, ed, vt carried forth by the Thi of Tad 
(ot Jeſus) was tempted by lg rhe fl Cf tn hit, 
and by che temptation dettived, the temptation prevailed in hith 
to a delie to be as gods. bs X 
Man as tie was rriade fv the Tinage of God ; (6 he ha in him 

neither deſire nor will to eat of the forbidden frofr; but "yet he 
was not ſo made in he Tiriape of God,” bot that Deſire uid Wit! 
got up in him. eat of j 6 forbidden fruit Cas he did.) In the 
triidſt of the garden wis the tree of life, Jeſus thar ſaves from fig 
is the tree of life, this was in the tmidit of rfrih , as he was thade 
in the Image cf God, aild the {tvit that rhis teee beings forth, is 
obedience. to God, and of this fruft of the garden marr was com- 
manded by God freely to eat of, he cat no other theats, thar is, as 
the natural body takes into it outward meat and eats it, and (o is 
filted artd fatisficd with it, fo'man as made in the Image of God, 
Ke took in of thi fruit of the;tree of life (Jefits) which brought 
forth the fruit of obedience in hirt, atid min eat thereof, that is, 
He filled and ſatisbed Himſelf with thedience to'God, as he was in 
the limage of G6d; As the outwia! buy takes in and cits and 
fn6 4 isfies It (elf with outwaltf tear, (6 mati' as mt in the 
levage of Go, it, rock in; filled ab# fined hltiſelf with cel 
efice t, God... | | £544 

| And the'rree of knowledge of good and evil was in the midftof 
the garden, that is, man knew Gods will what he ſhould &o,, and 
that was good and whar he'fhout# not'do, and that was evil; 
and for a time man ſtood in his obedience ts God, cat of the frait 
of the tree of life, and' lived in obedierice to God for a tirhe, al 
though the tree of KROwRdge of good atd evil was in the midſt 
of the garden, God hid rhade knbwn in man' what was good and 
what was evil, which was not forbidden tg be in man, what God 
did forbid was evil, man was not to doevit, but mans knowing of 
what God had forbidden was not ari evil, fo the tree of knowing 
what was.good that God'had conimanded to' do', arid Krowing 
what was evil that God had forbidden to do , was not an evil 
tree init Telf, and therefore not forbidden'to be in man, God doth 
continue it fliltin man 3 it was the eating of it, or the ftuit of it, 
and ticigng, of the fruit of it that was forbitden ;-and' man did 
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of life, as appears by his acknowledging in the woman, Thex 
eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden , but of the frets 
which is in the midſt of the garden, God bath ſaid , Te ſhall not eat of 
it, neither ſhall ye touch it leſt ye die, here man continued in his 
obedience, cating of the fruit of the tree of life (although tempted ) 
ang in the acknowledging Gods Command to the full height or 
largeneſs of it, in anſwer to that doubtful queſtion of the Serpent, 
Te, bath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every tree in the garden ? take no- 
tice how the Serpent leaves out Gods Tommand and the Name 
of the tree that God had commanded not to eat of,that ſo his tem- 
ptation might the caſieftake place,and by if'got into the man by 
the woman, and onely puts it in as a queſtion, Tea, hath God ſaid, 
ye ſhall not eat of every tree of the garden ? when it was Gods Com- 
mand, ſaying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayſt freely eat, but of © 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil thou ſhalt net eat of it, far inthe 
day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely di, Gen. 2.16, 17. mark, 
here is a Command forbidden to eat of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, but there is nothing aid of not touching the fruit 
thereof z and whgn man by: Jeſus in him gave an anſwer to the 
Serpent by the woman, and that while he ſtood in his obedience 
cating of the fruit of the Tree of life, he tells the Serpent, that they 
were not onely forbidden to cat of the fruit of the Tree of know- 
ledge of. good and evil that was in the-midſt of the garden, but 
they were not to touch the fruit of it, - By which it plainly ap- 
pears, that at the firſt beginning of the temptation ran'did not 
yield thereunto, but ſtood faſt in his obedience, in feeding upon. the 
fruit.of the Tree of life in him ( Jeſus) the-Tree that brought forth 
the fruit of obedience in him, and ſo kept him from lin. , © 
But the Serpent, for ſo may the temptation be. fitly compared 
to a Serpent, who can twiſt and turn hignſelf xound and round, 
" he continued in his body turning it about the Tree of Knowledge. 
As I have feen the likeneſs of a Serpent by man p red upon the 
likeneſs of a Tree without me, fo have I experimentally ſeen the 
Serpent within me upon the Tree- of Knowledge. And although 
the Scripture doth not plainly ſpeak it in plain words, yet experi- 
ence teaches me, and the Scripture ſpeaks to that purpoſe, that al- 
though the Serpent had ſo full.an anſwer given to him, that not 
onely the. fruit of the Tree of knowledge of good and. evil-was 
forbidden. to be eaten, . but it wag alſo forbidden to. be touched ; 
yet the Serpent would n6t leaye his, temptation in his doubtful 
| 56 | RY queſtion, 
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queſtion,: whether God had faid'they.ſhould got cat of grery Tree 
in the” garden; but the Serpent did eontinue in his temptation, 
therein tempting man, till he had cauſed man in the. woman t 
doubt or queſtion the-truth of what: God had commanded : for 
man in the woman had not doubted or queſtioned'the truth of 
what God had commanded, he could never have believed the Ser- 
pent, when he made God a lyar: God, had faid/to the man,, In 
the day:thou cateft thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely. dic, , 4nd the; Serpent 
ſaid'to man:in the woman, Te ſhall nat ſurely die. Far. God dath know, 
that inthe. day ;' mark that, God had ſaid , That in the day man 
cat thereof, man ſhould ſurely die. The Serpent /aid to man in the 
woman; Te ſhall not ſurely die. ' And that God knows that in the day 
ye eat\thereof, —__ ſhall be : hd ye ſhall be as gods, hnow- 
ing good and evil;”.” Inithat day that God. had ſaid, they ſhould dic 3 
in that day the'Setpent ſaid, they ſhould be as gods. - 'Can. any 
one believe that the Serpent . could have perſwaded man . by the 
woman, to have'bclicved this notorious lye of his, if he had not 
continued in his temptation twiſting, winding, and turning him- 
ſelf about':the Tree of knowledge in man; and in. that cauſin 
him, \in the woman; firſt to the of what. God had 
ſaid, that he-(tiould not-eat of every Tree of the garden? , Before 
theSerpent' could perſwade him into a belief, by-the, woman, that 
they ſhould not” ſurely die, if they did cat of the fruit that God 
had forbidden them to eat of z and-not onely fo, / but perſwaded 
him to a-belief. that God knew, that in the day .they,cat thereof, 
their cycs ſhouldi be 6pened, and they ſhould be 25; gods, knowis 
od and evil > ) I ſay;can any/onebelicyc that therSerpent cou 
perſwade man'that he ſhould not ſarely dje-in the day;that he cat 
of the fruit of-the Tree -of knowledge, of good ayd evil, if he had 
not firlt prevailed with man in the tirſt part; of, the,temptatiqn, to 
queſtion: ovdoube whether or no it. were: true, that had (aid, 
tharthey-ſhouldnotcic-of every. Free obthe gazden,- ..., ;;j (; - 
: / And:thus. when' he Serperit.had prevailed. with: map $9 bring 
him to doubt or queltiow the; txuth:of what God had (gjd, and-to- 
believe the lye thatithe Serpent had (aid when the:temptation had, 
prevailed to this} then man inthe woman Gawithat the, Tree was 
fos food; andhatit:was'plealant to the ye, and to-be deli-, 
red'to make wile, then by the womgriaiani tobk ot the fruit thezes 
of and did cat. > 9152 of 47 rmobbide bod bo tails fi $i 
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And thus the defire of the will'got to be up in mas; af- 
'ter the forbidden frait. Man-chery :did-riot obey God: agcortling 
to that' knowledge'that he had'of God, 'burrthad, (a greater deſire 
after the frait of the Tree of knowledge; than the had after. the 
fruit of the Tree of life 3 which fruit was obedience, which for a 
time he had caten"and lived in; - but when the define was carried 
out after knowledge to cat'of that fruit, ind{dive. of that, then 
ri" died in his life of obedience, then mandicd-in: that very day 
of the week that he eat of the forbidden. frait; he then died: ſo as 
he ceaſed to obey God in what he: knew of God, » And ther he 
ear, he filled and fatisfied himſelf with knowledge, and deſired 
knowledge more than obedience to. God in, what he knew of 
God. And iran 1 very n= while abedience was" joyned 
with it, was a gobd 'Tyee,' yee whery chan Hidinot' cortinue: yidd+» . 
ing obedience to:God $3 what he kndm of Gad; 'then kriowledge 
it me an evit Tree, and/brought tore theevil-frnitof diſobe- 
dience which was forbidden,' whicty mat was not to;tat of, nor to 
rouch-it: for in theday: heeat of it;”he was ſurely to: die 4 and did 
die, #n the day of theaweelr rharcho! extrof theft ofthe Teceiof 
knowledge of good and wii: binigoo! a! death: of therbody that 
kived unilveds of yekrs afted aruaing uE the fdvbidilowfouit bis; 
/' Feluis Was the tive Light which ligtiteth'every nian-that;comerh 
into the world, Jobs 1. 8: and\fo: he was in man as maderiny the 
Image of God; he was the trae\Lighe that gave hirh the erutknow- 
ledge of God, what was Gods will that heſhould; dbs.and what 
was Ode wil that he-fhould nor: do,” And fo lfiowirdge, fs'2 
Free; was itmani when manawavigtholmage bf God and while 
man yieded” obedience:to God) acootding;! to; the'knowledge that 
he had of Ged, it was a Tree of knowledge of good; /but when 
man hid''the knowledge ofiwhat was the will bf Gods: and did 
not obey God in that kn c, then thatknowledge) that was 
good in man, became' evil And: fo the!Þreerof knowledge of 
good, became a Tree of the knowledge of aQtalievily and! brought 
torch the” fruit of diſobedience; ! which was/Gin; which man was 
not to eat of, nor touch man then:kyew evil-by doing of evil, 
which-before he onely knew evil as it was what God had forbid» 
ated, 1 Cond ef Gui beck Þ he Inowladgs of 
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did I wo pirit of God, drawing, leading, of carrying him forth 
todo what © did; z. and then in that time. when he was cating of 
hain of the Tree of life in him, for the Serpent to ſet upon him 
d, to tempt him not to be contented with that ſtate that 
oy had, made. him in bis Image, but have a delire to be as 
ods. 
R I deſire them, that queſtion the truth of it, to conſider Chriſts 
temptations, and when the Devil ſet upon him to tempt him, 
and read it in Matthew, Mark,, and Luke, and you (hall find it to 
be at that time when he had fulhlled all ri kteouſneſs and was 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, and had that manifeſtation by a voice from 
Heaven, that he was Gods beloved Son, in whom he was well 
pleaſed: And then immediately the Devil ſet upon hit to tempt 
bim 3 and what was he tempted to? He was tempted not to be 
contented with that condition that he was then in; as being an 
bungry, he was tempted not to be contented with it, but to make 
uſe of a means that God had not appointed to fatisfie his hunger. 
And the. like. may be obferved. in the; other temptations. And 
akhough. there was a declaration from Heaven, that he was Go1s 
beloved ſon, and that God was well pleaſed with him, yet the 
DO te him» twice with a.doubt.or,queſtion whether he were 
fon of. God, od, jo th;ſe words : 4 thou be the fon of” God, command 
” T= to bemade.bread. And.if thou.be the ſon. of Got caſt i 
dozen,.. Ang.the Devil brings. Scripture, i F may ſo (ay, to 
ove that he might yield. to him in his. tempratjon in calting him- 
ſelf down: For it.is written, be ſhall gjue bis angels charge concern- 
fag they.4ed inwheir: bands. they, ſhall bear thee up, leſt. at any time 
t Ro One thy. foat- again. ſione,, Both thele temptations were, 
that-by ik ng ing, ta them he.might have or. manifelf a farther 
ar die tation or. making, known of himſclf to be the 
ſon of God, ih, thap that manifeſtation or making, known of him. to 
be. the ſan, of God, that che. FatHechad given of hi from Heaven. 
Ws 4 pA. qt. yield to.any.of the. temptations. (man at firſt 
be. cempygtion af. ch theScrpevt,. and did! not” yield to it; , yr 
man pa not iſt did, continue re the. cernpragtkr, are and 
{p he was prevailed with and overcome, and'eat of thie Forbitlden 
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fruit 3 ) but Chriſt was ſo far from'yielding to the tempta 
that he called the Devil Satan, atid bad bing get him LR: 
it is written, Thou ſhalt a the Lord thy God, and bing piitly ſhalt 
thou ſerve, Mat. 3.19. Mark, that which tempted Jeſus, bugHe eo 
have done him worſhip, and ſerved him onely, as "his Lord 
and God, And if the Devil thus ſet upon him chat was God th 
man, is it to be queſtioned that the Serpent would not nor did 
not ſet 1ypon man that was but the Image of God, and that in 
the time when he did what he did' by the leadings, drawings; or 
going forth. of the ſpirit of God (or jcles) in him? = 

Jeſus the Son of God was tempted, in all points. like as we are, 
yet without ſin, Heb. 4. 15. © Nt 

If it be objected thou calPft the' Serpent ſubtile, (elf, or 
mans will, was. there any ſuch thing in Chritt 'ta tempt him ? 
I delire the ObjeRer to read and well confider Chrifis*Prayer the. 
night in which he was betrayed, and the place where hepraycd 
in, it was in a garden, Fohn 18. 1. ( Adam was in a gardeh when 
the Serpent tempted him) His Prayer was, O my Father, if it be 
poſſible let this cup paſt from me, nevertheleſs not as T will,” but as thou 
wilt, Matth. 26. 39. And being in an agony he prayed more earneſt- 
ly, and his ſweat was 4s it were great drops of bloud falling down to 
the ground, Luke 22.44. 1s it not plain by theſe Scriptures, that 
there was in Chriſt a will and defire that the Cup might paſs 
from him ? but he yielded not to that will and defirc, but refigned 
and gave up all to the will of the Father , and ſo he did not fin : 
Is it not plain by theſe Scriptures, that although Chriſt as man 
had never ſinned, never did any thing contrary to the will of the 
Father , and all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt in that body, 
Col. 2. 9. yet what a conflict or firiving was their between the 
will and defire as man, and the will and defire as God, as he was 
the ſon of God, the onely begotten ſon of God ? Vihat was it elſe, 
but the (trife or confli& between the defire, if it were poſſible to 
have that Cup paſs from him, and a will that it might = from 
him, and a delire and will that was in him, that that defire and 
will that would have the Cup to paſs from him, ſhould not be ſa- 
tisfied, but that the will of the Father ſhould be done, whoſe will 
it was that he ſhould drink of that Cup ? Was not this the caſe 
of the agony that cauſed ſuch a ſweat that the drops thereof were 
as great drops of bloud ? | OY | m 


If Chriſt, as man, who always had done the will of the Father, 
found it ſo hard to bring the will to be refigned- and giveo up to 
the will of the Father, Can it be beljeyed. by any vf choſe who 
have known the reſurreQion of Jeſus in them, ( and have known 
a time when their will and defire have been after what God hath * 
forbidden } that it is an calie work in them to have theiw wills . 
religned and given up to#the will of God in all things? They 
know. that it is God that muſt work in them both to will and 
to do of his own good pleaſure, Phil, 2.13. 

Jeſus, as he was the onely begotten ſon of God, ſo he could 
not be prevailed with, or overcome by the temptation. - It was 
the onely begotten ſon of God in that body born of the Virgin 
Mary, that kept that body from yielding to the temptation 3 
( mark that ) and it is the begotten ſon of God in us, and that 
onely, that muſt ard doth keep us fromyiclding to the temptation. 
IWhoſoever is born of God, doth not commit fin : for his ſeed remaineth 
in him, and be cannot ſin,becauſe be is born of God, 1 John 3.9, God 
may be {aid to have two {ons, one a created ſon, as was Adam, 
Luke 3. 38. and that ſor, although made in Gods Image, yet he 
yielded to the temptation, and ſo ſinned, The other was a bc- 
gotten (on, which is Jcſus, which is the ſame with the Divine Na- 
ture, and was and is God, by whom the created fon was made : 
and this begotten ſon cannot tin, becauſe the ſeed of God remain- 
eth in him. : 

And the want of a true underſtanding of theſe two ſons, makes 
that . great difference that is amongſt thoſe that call themſclves 
the. ſons of God the ,one believing they cannot live in this 
body without ſinning, the other believes a ſtate of perteQtion, 
and that ſuch a life is attainable while the outward body hath an 
outward life : That there may be a life or living without fin, 
which is true indeed and it were well if all thoſe that make pro- 
feſſion, underſiood what it is to live and not fin, and what it is 
in them that live and do not fin 3 if they did, the Controverſie be- 
tween them that believe they ſhall fin, and that they cannot live 
while the life of this body continues without fin, would not be fo 
great as it is, 

Adam the created ſon of God, made in Gods Image,. and had 
Faith, Charity, Holineſs, and Sobriety, he yielded to the tempta- 
tion and finned. And does not men and women do ſo now, al- 
though reſtored to Adam's created Eftate ? Do they not find be 
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Serpent bruiſing the heel of the ſeed of the-woman ? - If they do + 
not, then how do they find what God (aid to'be true ? God ſaid, 
that the Serpent ſhould bruiſe the heel of the ſeed of the woman z 
_ but the begotten ſon of God in man that cannot fin, the ſeed of 
God in man that cannot fin, neither did it condeſcend to fin-in 
"Adamt#nor doth it now-condeſcend to fin in any that are reſtored 
to that ſtate that 4dam was in before he fall. And this is that 
that lives without fin, that lives and cannot fin, it is Jeſus in us, 
the onely begotten ſan of God : And this is that lite that Pawl 
ſpeaks of, Gal. 2. 20, I am crucified with Chrift : ( that ig, dead 
with Chriſt ) Nevertheleſo, I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me ; 
and the life which I now live in the fleſh, 1 live by the faith of the ſon 
of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 

Doth not moſt of them that profeſs themſelves the ſons of God, 
and know any thing of thEwork of God in their hearts, but will 
own Jeſus Chriſt to be raiſed from death to life in them, and to 
be alive in them? And ask them if they believe that this Jeſus 
Chriſt that lives in them, ſins ? they will anſwer, No, he lives in 
them without fin.. Then ask them that believe a ſtate of Perte- 
tion and living without fin while this body lives, what is it in 
them that does not fin ? whether it be the firſt Adam that was des» 
ccived and in the tranſgreſſion, that lives without fin in them, . or 
whether it be Jeſus the ſecond Adam that lives without fin in 
them ? They will anſwer, The ſecond Adam, it is Jefus in them 
that finneth not in them 3 and without that Jeſus 'in them, they 
cannot live without fin. So then where is the difference between 
thoſe that believe they cannot live in this body and not fin, and 
yet they believe that Jeſus lives in that body, and he cannot fin ; 
and thoſe that believe that there is a life attainable while this bo- 
dy lives, that does not fin; but this life that doth not fin, 4s the 
life of Jeſus in them. wx 

But Adam did not continue in that gfe that God had made 
him in 3 the Serpent pets- into the gaten into mans heart, and 
the firſt work the Serpents ſubttte ſelf doth, he ſets upon man in 
his faith, and brings man firſt to queſtiont the truth of what-God 
had commanded, Tea, hath Gad ſajd, Te (hall not eat of every tree in 
the garden # and ther/to'a not believing of what God had faid, 
that they ſhould furtly-die but man' believed: the Serpent that 
Gaid, they ſhoul# 'tigt 'Furely' dit, *akhowgh' they cat of the fruit 
that God ha forbidden them th cat of; Here man by yielding 
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to the ternptarion, loft his faith; his faith did not contitive it him 3 
and tht! he Jolt His love that he' had to God, he wis afratd of 
God ;* and thitre is no fear in love, perfe& love cdſteth olit fear ; 
and ther he loſt his holinefs, the Image of God,” and alſo loſt his 
ſobriety 3 pride got up in him a defire to be as gods. 

Arid thus man, although he had before his fall Faith; Charity, 
Holineſs, and' Sobriety, yet he not continuing in them, was the 
cavf# of the fall; and the woman that is ſaved in Child-bearing, 
muſt nor only have Faith, Charity, Holineſs, and Sobriety, as 4- 
4am had before his fall, but miſt continue in them : ſo that the 
faving of the woman is not onely a reſtoring of that again in man 
that wa#doſt, but a preſerving man in that ſtate that he was in be- 
fore the fall ; which onely can be done by the power of that Jeſus 
in her that the Devil could not prevail with in Ms temptations. 
It is the bringing forth of that Child Jeſus in man now, that is 

che' onely begotten ſon of God that mult keep and preſerve man, 
that he is not prevailed with and overcome by the ſubtile Serpents 
tetptations, as Adam was. 
* Tknow there may be much wrought in man 3 and yet the Child 
Jeſus' not bory, nor the woman faved out of the tranſgre(- 
tion. | 

But firſt, to ſpeak ſomething of Jeſus as he is the Light to all, 
and a Saviour to ſome that never heard of Jcſus born of the Vir- 
gin” Mary, and crucified by the Jews. Chriſt Jeſus, as he is the 
Light, 7obn 1,9,10,11,12,13;: ſo he is the true Light that light- 
neth every mar} that comes into the word. And fo Jeſus that 
ſaves froin fin, is in all that cometh into the world, that was mate 
by him, but they knew him not» And when he came to his own, bis 
own' they received him not. But 4s many as received him, to thei be 

ave power to become the ſons of God, even to them that believed on his 
New Which were born uot of bloud, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. Johs 3. 16. God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave bis onely begotten ſon, that whoſoever believed in bim, 
ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. Jeſus the onely begotten ſon 
of God, as he is the Light, ſo he is given of God to all the world- 
to ſave them, to keep them from periſhing, and to give them eter- 
nal light, it they will receive him, and believe in him. He'is a- 
Light in all and to all that have not heard of him by that name of 
Jeſus , as bom of the Virgin Mary, and crucified at Ferwſalem ; 
and yet have heard of him, and knew him, that is, as there is 
k I 2 ſome- 
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Serpent bruiſing the heel of the ſeed of the-woman ? - If they do + 
not, then how do they find what God ſaid to'be true? God faid, 
that the Serpent ſhould bruiſe the heel of the ſeed of the woman 
- but the begotten ſon of God in man that cannot fin, the "ſeed of 
God in man that cannot fin, neither did it condeſcend to fin-in 
"Adam#nor doth it now-condeſcend to fin in any that are reſtored 
to that ſtate that Adam was in beforehe fall. And this is that 
that lives without fin, that lives and cannot fin, it is Jeſus in us, 
the onely begotten ſan of God : And this is that lite that Paul 
ſpeaks of, Gal. 2. 20, I am crucified with Chrift : ( that ig, dead 
with Chriſt ) Nevertheleſs, I tive, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me ; 
and the life which I now live in the fleſh, 1 live by the faith of the ſon 
of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 

Doth not moſt of them that profeſs themſelves the ſons of God, 
and know any thing of thEwork of God in their hearts, but will 
own Jeſus Chriſt to be raiſed from death to life in them, and to 
be alive in them? And ask them if they believe that this Jeſus 
Chrift that lives in them, ſins ? they wilt anſwer, No, he lives in 
them without fin.. Then ask them that believe a ſtate of Perte- 
Ction and living without fin while this body lives, what is it in 
them that does not fin ? whether it be the firſt Adam that was des 
ccived and in the tranſgreſſion, that lives without fin in them, . or 
whether it be Jeſus the ſecond Adam that lives without fm in 
them ? They will anſwer, The ſecond Adam, it is Jcfus in them 
that finneth not in them z and without that Jefus in them, they 
cannot live without fin. .So then where is the difference between 
thoſe that believe they cannot live in this body and not fin, and 
yet they believe that Jeſus lives in that body, and he cannot tin 3 
and thoſe that believe that there is a lite attainable while this bo- 
dy lives, that does not fin; but this life that doth not fin, is the 
life of Jeſus in them. - | TE 

But Adam did not continue in that igfe that God had made 
him in 3 the Serpent gets into the gaen into mans heart, and 
the fixſt work the Serpents ſubttte ſelf doth, he fets upon man in 
his faith, and brings man firſt to queſtion the truth of what God 
had commanded, Tea, bath Gad ſajd, Te ſhall not eat of every tree in 
the garden # and ther/to'a not believing of what God had: faid, 
that' they ſhodje urtly Jie; but man behevedthe Serpent that 
Gid, the + Pepe Gra akhowph they cat of the. fruit 
that God had' forbidden them th eat” 0k * Here man by yielding 
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to the ternpration, loft his faith; his faith did not contitiue #1 him; 
and thely he foſt Bis love that he had to God, he wis afraid of 
God ; and thre is no fear in love, perfe& love caſteth out fear ; 
4nd ther; he loſt his holinefs, the Image of God,” and alſo loſt his 
ſobrfety 3 pride got up in him a deſire to be as gods. 

Arid thus man, although he had before his fall Faith; Charity, 
Holineſs, and Sobricty, yet he not continuing in the, was the 
cauf# of the fill; and the woman that is ſaved in Child-bearing, 
muſt not only have Faith, Charity, Holineſs, and Sobriety, as 4- 
dam had before his fall, but muſt continue in them ; fo that the 
faving of the wornan is not onely a reſtoring of that again in man 
that wagdolt, but a preſerving man in that fate that he was in be- 
fore the fall ; which onely can be done by the power of that Jeſus 
in her that the Devil could not prevail with in Ms temptations, 
It is the bringing forth of that Child Jeſus in man now, that is 
the' oricly begotten ſon of God that muſt keep and preſerve man, 
that he is not prevailed with and overcome by the ſubtile Serpents 
tettptatiors, as Adam was. 
 Tknow there may be much wrought'in man 3 and yet the Child 
Jelus' not born, nor the woman faved out of the tranſgre(- 
tion. | | 

But” firſt, to ſpeak ſomething of Jeſus as he is the Light to all, 
and a Saviour to ſome that never heard of Jcſus born of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and crucified by the Jews. Chriſt Jeſus, as he is the 
Light, Zobn 1.9,10,11,12,13; fo he is the true Light that light- 
neth every mari that comes into the wortd. And fo Jeſus that 
ſaves from fin, is in all that cometh into the world, that was made 
by bim, but they knew him not» And when he came to his own, bis 
own' they received him not. But 4s many as received him, to them he 

ave power to become the ſons of God, even to them that believed on bis 

ame : Which were born uot of bloud, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. Johss 3. 16. God ſo loved the world, 
that be gave bis onely begotten ſon, that whoſoever believed in bim, 
ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. Jeſus the onely begotten ſon 
of God, as he is the Light, ſo he is given of God to all the world: 
to ſave them, to keep them from periſhing, and to give them eter- 
nal light, it they will receive him, and believe in him. He'is a” 
Light in all and to all that have not heard of him by that name of 
Jeſus , as bom of the Virgin Mary, and crucified at Ferwſalem ; 
and yet have heard of him, and knew him, that js, as there is 
oy I 2 ſome- 
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ſomething that is in them that tells them that there js a God, or a 
power above them z and this God: or power above them, ought 
to be pleaſed, ſerved, or obeyed 3 and that as they pleaſe, ſerve, or 
obey this God or power that is above them, ſo it will be well or 
ill with them when this life is ended : And fo as they yield an 0- 
bedience to what they thus know of God, that God hath made 
known to them and in them, (for it is Chriſt, the true Light, 
that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, that 'makes 
this known in them ) o they are accepted of God, or. elſe con- 
demned in themſelves for not yielding obedience to what they 
know of God, their Gonſciences bearing them witneſs, acculing 
or excuſing them. See the truth of this in Romans the fixſt Chap- 
ter the 14th verſe to the end of the Chapter, And the ſecond 
Chapter, the 12th verſe to theend. And the third Chapter, the 
ninth verſe, to the end, And the ninth ChaptetFthe 25th verſe, 
to the end. And the 1oth Chapter, the fifth verle, tothe end of 
the Chapter. 

I read in Revel. 7, that Fohn heard the number of them that 
were ſealed for the (ervants of God, a hundred forty and four thou- 
ſand of all the Tribes of the children of Iſrael, of each Tribe wee 
thouſand. Dan who Facob told ſhould be as a Serpent by the 
way when he told his ſons what ſhould befal them in the laſt 
days, Gen. 49.17. There was none ſealed of his Tribe, but inſtead 
of him, Manaſſes is put in a fon of Foſeph, ( mark that ) there is 
none of the Serpents Tribe to be ſealed, although Dan's Tribe were 
in the outward Worſhip of God, as were the other Tribes : And 
of the other Tribes but twelve thouſand of a Tribe ſealed. In all 
but an hundred forty and four thouſand , which is the number 
ſcaled to be the ſervants of God, of thoſe who had the Com- 
mandments written in Tables of ſtones without them , and the 
Law and the Prophets written in Books without them. Theſe are 
they that worſhip God in outward forms of Worſhip z. the number 
of them that were ſealed that were the (ervants of God, is calily 
to be numbered , being one hundred forty and four thouſand, 
which is but a very ſmall number to what a man can number. 

And theſe were all that Fohn heard the number of, that were 
in the outward form of worlhipping of God, . that were ſealed to 
be the ſervants of God unto 4 wi. were committed the Oracles 
of God, Rom. 3: 2. And to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants,, and the giving of the Law, and the Joes of 
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G ' the promiſes, whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom concernin 
—_TT ? Rom 9.4, 5- Whatcan all theſe in the eve. 
ral fotms ofthe worſhipping of. God fay'that they have more, and 
yet of all theſe there is but' twelve thouſand. of a Tribe ſealed 
(may I ſay of an outward forris of worſhip) in all but an hundred 
forty and four thouſand that were the ſervants of God.a very (mall 
number in compariſon of what a man can.number 3 and theſe 
Fobn-did but hear of to: be ſealed for the Servants of God (mark 
that:) | TT e75 L 
Aﬀeer this Fohr beheld, and lo, a great multitude which no man 
could number, of all Nations, Kinreds, and People; and Tongues, 
ſtood before the Throne , and before the Lamb , cloathed with 
white Robes, and Palms in their hands, and cryed with a loud 
voice, ſaying, Salvation to our God, which: ſitteth upon the Throne, 
and unto the Lamb. And Fobn was asked what theſe were, which 
were arrayed in white Robes, and\whence they came ? (he was not 
asked what they were that were ſealed, they were told him before 
that they were of all the Tribes of the Children of 1/rael )- and it. 
was'told Fob Theſe are 69 which come ont of great tribulations ,. 
and have waſhed theiv Robes and maile them white inthe blood of the 
Lamb, therefore they are before the Throne of God and:ſerve hind day. 
and night im 'bis Temple; and be that ſitteth on: the' Throne (hall dwell 
among them. | | he: op es 
Fobn did but hear of the hundred and forty four thouſand ſear: 
led to be the Servants of God of all - the Children of Iſrael; but 
he beheld, and'lo, (that is, + witty a:kind of admiration) -this gteat 
multitude that no man could:number, (now among :1nen that is - 
looked upon as a more certain knowledge which they. behold: with. 
their eyes, than what they hear with-cheir cars) although Jobn- * 
might not-queſtion the truth that there was of all the Tribes of 
the Children of If-a2ela hundred-fortyiand four thouſand ſealed of 
them to be-the Servants-of God ,- becauſe he heard it that there 
was (0 many (ſcaled; and:why he might-not:queſtion- thetruth of 
it, it was becauſe they were looked upon to be the people of God, 
and had-the Oracles of God , and to them. pertained the Adopti- - 
on, and the Glory; and the Covenants}, and the giving of the 
Law, andthe ſervice of -God, and the Promiſes, and the Fathers 
were there , and” they were them of whom Chriſt came in the 
flelh, and- therefore there was no- cauſe for him to queſtion the. 
truth of that, although he did but hear of it. 
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But as to the great multictxde. which. po man. could. number, 
and they not of the Tribes of Ifaa,. butofiall Nations, ind Kin- 
ds, and:People, and Tongues, if : Jobn —_ onely have heard of 
this great multitude: ob -all ſorts 'aud Kinreds; of the Gentiles that 
the Iſraelites called and counted. Heathen, ſuch as knew not: God, 
ſach as the Apoſtles themſelves after they had known. the Reſur- 
xcion of Jeſs, queſtioucd whether they might preach; Jelus to 
them, to hear of ſuch a great multitude af thern-that.no mantconld 
number, to fiand before the Throne and before the Lamb, cloa« 
thed with white Robes, and Palmsintheis hands-and crying. with 
a loud voice, ſaying , Salvation to- our God. whieh fitteth- upon the 
Throne, andunzo the Lamb, coming out of great'tribulations, aud. 
having waſhed their Robes aud made them whitee with the: Blogd. 
of the Ladd (and heard-of bur (ſo few. of all the Tribes of- 1ſraes;to, 
be fealed as the fervants.of God: }. If. Fabn had onely heard, of. chis 
great malcitude, might hanot have-had caufe to queſtion the truth, 
of it ? or would henot (bcing,one ofthe number of the Tribes,ot 
Iſrael) have queſtioned the truth of it 2 (as the; Tribes of the ſeve- 
ral outward forms of worthipping God- do at; this Yay,): but that 


| Fea certainly know:the truth of it;. God. was pleaſed. tolce 


m behold with-his cycs. 1 ST bat 
Fob being in- the ſpirit, he ſaw-and beheld this great multitude 
(although with a kind of admiration) that no man could. num- 
ber, of all Nations, Kinreds, People, and. Tongues, which' were a- 
rayed in-white Robes, and made. them white witch ' the Bloud of 
the Lamb': This:-cannot be meapt; outward Robes waſhed ip out- 
ward 'Lambs blood; for that: will: rather. make them red: than 
white; but the Lamb is Jefus, his lanocency is that which is com- 
pared to-the Lamb, and the Blood is:the Lite 3 ſo that' the waſh- 
ing in the Blood, is the waſhing in the innocent Life of Jeſus 3 and 
in this they had made their. Robes: white : White is that which 
betokeneth Innocency, white (is the ſign:or badge of Innocency, 
and this was that they were clothen withaly. as with a Robe or 
Garment z that is, thoſe great multitudes of all Nations, and 
Kinreds, and People, and Tongues, which ſtood before.the Throne, 
and before the Lamib in their white Robes of Innocency, waſhed 
in the Bloud (the -Life) of the Lambg Innocency , with Palms in 
their hands, holding forth Praiſes to God , crying with a loud 
voice, Salvation to our God : They cryed aloud ſetting forth Gods 
paiſe, That it was he, andhe onely that ſaved them, and __ 
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them to waſh their Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, that cloathed 


them' with Innocency as with. a Robe, and that, was by. the inno- - 


centlifeof theLamb in them, the life of Jeſus in them, which had 
Fobn onely heard of, and not (een it, may it not be queliioned 
whether or nohe would have believed it? as thoſe do now who 
onely hear of it as they hear it read in the Scriptures, but they are 
not in the ſpirit as Foha was to (ce it. Sts nd 
Let them know that: Jeſus is the true. light, that lighteth every 
man that cometh inta the world 4 and he is the tree of Life, and 
in ſome meaſure, degree , or other, as he is the true light, and 
lighteth them, ſo he gives unto them ſome knowledge of Gods 
will what they ſhould do, and what they ſhould not do : God does 
not reap whexe he did. not ſow, nor gather where he hath not 
ſtrewed, as the ſlothful ſexvant who had not improved his Ta- 
lent, but hid it ir» the , Earth, charge/God falſcly therein. The 
ſower ſowes the word, the word is the ſced, Mark 4. all men are 
comprehended toe in one or the other of the four paxts of 
ground ; the ſeed. which is the word is God, Fobn 1. In bim was 
life, and the fe was the light of men, that was the true light that 
lighteth, every man that; cometh into. the world , God as his 
Word is in every man that cometh. into-the world,. they were all 
made. by bim, made by his word, and without him there was not 
any thipg made in him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. the txee of life that was in Adam , was the like of God in 
him that was Jeſus that was the light in him, that told him what 
was Gods will that he ſhould do, and what was Gods wil} that he 
ſhould not dg.z and this remains as a tree ins all Adavs Poſterity, 
alrhough the appearance thereof is moxe in ſome than it isin 0- 
ther home, yet there is ſomething of the light in evexy man, that 
convinceth him of aa evil, and makes knowa @ good to him ; and 
this did remain in. 4damakter he had eaten: of the forbidden-fruir, 
opening; bis eygs, ſhewing, him his)nakedae(s, that by-kis diſobedt> 
ence he; hag} ſhipped himſelf out of that. whize Rgbe of lnnacency 
that God/ had glathed him with ,, as he had: made; kim. in his 1- 
mage, man ſccing himfelfinaked. and without that clothing that 
God) had wade him is », is made knewa;to- him-the good that he 
had loltby;his diſobedience 3 and - ic ſhews alſo to man the:juſtice 
of, God-for his diſobediggce, which made. himatraid of God,. and, 
by his being afraid. of Gods, jultige,,. ix, made. known; to: hin 
the evil thas be had; cammirted; by, cating okche _— 
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And this tree of life, as the true light that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world, doth ſtill continue'in Adams Polterity, 
ſce-Rom. 2.14, 15. For when the Gentiles which bave not the Law, 
do by nature the things comained in the Law, theſe having not the 
Law, are a Law to themſelves , which ſhew the works of the Law 
written in their bearts, their conſciences alſo bearing them witneſ1, and 
their thoughts in the mean while accuſing, or elſe excnſing one another. 
Mark, when the Gentiles which have not the Law, that is, they 
have not the'written Law of God written without-them , do by 
nature the things contained in the Law , by what nature do they 
do the things contained in the Law? it cannot be by the fallen 
Nature, thas is, the Serpents Nature ; the Serpents Nature is that 
which breaketh the Law'of God 1, and therefore that:Nature can- 
not dothe things contained in the' Law of God : And there is in 
man but two Natures, the Nature of the'Serpent and his ſeed, and 
the Nature of the Womans ſeed 3; and therefoge if thoſe Gentiles 
that had not Gods Law written without them, did'by Nature the 
things contained jn Gods Law within ther, it muſt be by the na- 
ture of the ſeed of the'Woman, which is the' Divine Nature; Jeſus, 
the ſeed that is ſown, which is the Word'; the true light which as 
a (ced is Cown upon all the four ſorts of grounds, and lighteth e- 
very man that cometh intothe World, but it bringeth forth fruit 
in its own likeneſs in none of the grounds, but the good ground, 
which theſe Gentiles were of the nuniber of, for they having 
not the Law, (that is, the written-Law without them) are a Law 
to themſelves. \ 

The ſeed ſown in the good ground; and in them bringing forth 
its own likeneſs, made them in the Image of God, made them a 
Law to themſelves, Jeſus as a light that gave them the knowledge 
of Gods Law, which in ſubſtance is this, To do that God hath 
commanded, and to leave undone what God hath forbidden 3 he 
wrought obedience in them to Gods Law 3 and this was the na- 
ture by which the Gentiles did the things contained in Gods 


, Law , and fo they are a Law to themſelves, and fo they ſhew 


the works of the Law written in their hearts z theſe Gen- 
tiles by their obedience they ſhew not onely that the Law of God 


' was written in their hearts, but they ſhew the work of the Law 


of God that was written -in their hearts , they made the tree 

known to be-good by the fruits, which few of theſe of the Tribes 

of the Jews that were in the outward form of worſhip car + 
w 


IO]  L* 
which had the written Law and read amongſt them eve- 
ry Sabbath day, tWeir Conſciences them wiceneſs: Theſe 
Gentiles had a witneſs in them that*they did the things contained 


inthe Law of God ,” that was the witneſs of God in their Con- 
ſciences, which is a moſt certain witneſs, it witneſſeth to no- 
thing bat what is true ; ſo that if any- ſhould have queſtioned 
them whether or no they did yield obedience to the. Law of God 
in-them, and they had anſwered they did, if they had not been 
believed, they could have proved the truth of it by a very good 
witnel(s, the witnefs of God in their Conſciences. | 

And their thoughts the mean while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one ano- 
ther : There was in the Gentiles not onely a taking notice of the 
aQions done by them, and the Words ſpoken by them , whether 
they were-agrecable to the Law of God'writ-in their hearts ; but 
ſo mach were they ht to an obedience to the Law of God in 
them, and they thereby became ſuch a Law to themſelves, as that 
they took notice in themſelves of their very thoughts, and accor- 
Aing as were, if bad and evil , then their Conſcience (the 
witneſs of God in them that): accuſed them for their bad and evil 
thoughts : There' was that in them that did not onely judge and 
condemn them for evil works done by them, or evil words Goken 
by them, but they were accuſed for evil thoughts 3 and there was 
that in chem that jnſtified them for doing the things that were 
good contained in Gods Law, and for ſpeaking what was 
good, and it excuſed them in their thoughts that were 


ood. | 
; And theſe Gentiles were all Nations, and Kinreds, and People, 
and Tongues, a—_ z the Jews; and Paul did plainly ſay, that 
the Gentiles that did the things contained in the Law of God, 
were the true Jews, and had the true Circumciſion : And thoſe 
Jews that had the written Law of God without them , and did 
not keep the Law, although circumciſed without in the fleſh: their 
Circumciſion by*breaking the Law was made Uncircumcifion to 
them, and they were not the true Jews 3 ſee from the 15. verſ. 
to the end of the Chapter : And this Pax! doth not ſpeak of ſuch 
Gentiles as ſhould believe in Jeſus after the preaching of an out- 
roar wrt them, that-was Crucitied at "oy rs but of thoſe 
Gentiles that had never heard of that Jeſus; tor in the 24th verſe 


he tells the Jews, Uhethoriams of God is blaſphemed voy che | 
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Gentiles through you, as it is written, 'Ha made _uſc of the Scri- 

Pture to prove what he had ſpoken to be true 4 
God put no difference between the Jtw and the Gentiles , ha- 
ving purified their hearts by Faith, 4#s 15.'9. . The Genturion 
that came to Jefus to have his ſervant healed, Marth. $. he was a 
Gentile, and was not of the outward form of worſhipping God 
that the Jews were of; and Jeſus fays of him to the Jews that fol- 
lowed him, that he had not found ſo great faith, no not in; Iſrael, 
as he he had found in that Gentile ; and farther tells them, that 
many ſhall come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and (hall fit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob in the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt into utter darkgels, there 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing 8 teeth: Mark, ma come 
from the Eaſt and from the Weſt , thoſe many they muſt be Gen- 
tiles, ad ſuch as were not counted the Childeen of the Kingdom 
of Heaven 3 that is, they were not counted the Children of the 
Kingdom of Heaven by the Jews , which were in the outward 
form of worſhipping God,nor are they counted the Children of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, by thoſe that count themſelves the. Children 
of the Kingdom, becauſe they themfelves aze in the outward forms 
of worſhipping of God, and therefore they count themſelves the 
Children of the Kingdom of Heaven, as did-the Jews 3 becauſe 
they were in the outward form of worthippi , [they looked 
upon themſclves as the onely Children ot- the: Kingdam of Hea- 
ven, and fo Jeſus callscthem,' when he faith'the Children of the 
Kingdom ſhall be caft out into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be weep» 
ing and gna(hing of teeth: None can think: Jeſus's meaning to 
be, that the Children of the Kingdom that are the right heirs to 
it, that they (hall be caſt out into utter darkneſs; where (ha}l be 
weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth: No, that>cannot be y'for. as they 
are Children of God, fo they are Heits, Heirs-of God, and: yoyrit 
Heirs with Chrift, Rom. 3. 17. and: it is: the: Fathers pleaſure to 
give them the Kingdom, Matth. 12.32. Theſe'tre not'thoſe that 
thall be caſt our of the Kingdom , but they that (hall be calt ont 
of the Kingdom are thoſe that gall chemitlyes Children of Gad, 
and (o look upon themſelves as the Children of the Kingdom; be- 
caaſe they are in an'outward' form! of --warſhipping) "Gad!, in a 
way thay God thatly required x0 be worthipped in, | as toithe out- 
ward form of worthip, as were the Jews-3/ but they did not do the 
things contained - in the Law of.- written in them 3 they do 
: not 
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their Father was, muſt they not be there alſo with him? and if- 
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not ſhew the works of the Law written in their hearts, but boaſt © 
and bear themſelves up.in an outward oong 6 God, in 
theſe things that God hath outwdtdly requized to be done in his 
worlhip. and fo call themſelves the Children of God, and of the 
Sced of Abraham : Theſe are mg Hy ſhall be caſt out of the 
Kingdom into utter darkneſs. hen thoſe that make not the 
outward (hew of worſhipping of God, but do the things contain- 
ed in the Law of God written in their hearts, and ſhew the works 
thereof written there, they (hall be taken into the. Kingdom of 
Heaven, and fit down there with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, 
when thoſe that think themſelves Children of the Kingdom , be- 
cauſe of their outward form of worſhipping, (hall be caſt out, al- 
though they ſay God is their Father, and that theyre of the ſeed 
of Abraham, as did the Jews, | 

Jokes tells the Jews that believed on him ,* Fobn 3. who told 
J as that they were of Abraham ſecd , and that God was their 

ather, and Jeſus tells them that he knew that they were of Abra- 
ham's-ſecd, but they ſeek to kill him becauſe his word had no place 
in them, And when they told him Abraham was their Father, 
Jeſus ſays to ther, That if they were Abrabams Children, they 
would dg the works of Abrabam 3 but now ye ſeck to kill_me, a 
man that hath told you the truth which he heard of God, this did 
not Abraham (that is, Abraham did not ſeek to kill him.) But 
notwithſtanding they were ſuch as believed 'on Jeſus, and told him 
they were Abrabams (etd, and that God was their Father, and he 
tells them:that he knew they were Abrahams ſeedpyet becauſe they 
went about to kill him for wy them the truth , Jeſus he tells 
them they were of their Father the Devil, and the luſt of your 
Father ye will do; He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode 
not in the trath, becauſe there is no truth in bim. were they 
that looked upon themſelves to be the Children of the Kingdom, 
and to have a right to {it down in it with: Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Facob, becauſe they were in an outward form of worſhip, worſhip- 
ping God in the outward wg that God had commanded, and 
they called Abrabam Father , that they were Abrahams ſeed. 
And mark further, the Scripture ſaith of them, that they believed 
on Jeſus, and owned that they had one Father even God and 
yet theſe were cat out of the Ki of God into utter darkneſs, 
Jeſus telling them they were of their Father the Devil, and where 
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any can believe that the Devil is in the Ki of Heaven , fit- 
ting there with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, they may believe 
that his Children are there alſas and his Children are thoſe that 
are in the outward form of worlhipping God, altliough in an 
outward form that God hath required to be uſed in his worſhip ; 
and ſay that Abraham is their "Father, and. that they are of the 
ſeed of Abraham, and that they have but one Father even God, 
and that they believe on Jeſus, as did thoſe Jews, and yet Jeſus's 
Word had no place in them, but they feek to kill Jeſus, as 'did 
thoſe Jews , for telling them the truth : Mark, they did not kill 
Feſus, they did but ſeek to kill Jeſus, as do all thoſe wherein Feſus 
is a light in them,and does tell then the truth, what itis that they 
ſhould doin obedience to God, but they will not do it, and there- 
fore Jeſus word hath no place in them, and fo as much as in them 
lyeth they ſeck to kill Jeſus for telling them the truth , that is, 
they ſeek to kill him in themſelves, in that they do not do the 
things contained in the Law of God written within them, nor 
ſhew the works of the Law of God writ in their hearts, as did 
the Gentiles that had not the Law of God written without them, 
and yet they did the things contained in Gods Law, and ſhew'd 
the work thereof written in their hearts. I ſay, if any man can 
believe. the Devil is in the Kingdom of Heaven , fitting with 
Abraham, Iſaac.and Jacob,then they may belleve that his 
are in the Kingdom of Heaven with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob. 

It is not the high thoughts and eſteem that they have of them- 


: felves, or that others have of them, as if they were the Children 


of the Kingdom,, that can give then an entrance into the King- 
dom of Heaven; becauſe they are in an outward form of worſhip ; 
and as to the outward in the doing of fuch things in it as Ged 
hath commanded, and looking upon Abrabam to be their Father, 
and that they were of Abraham's ſeed, and calling God Father, 
and believing in his Son Jeſus, this cannot give theman-entrance 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, there being that in them that will 
not let Jeſus words have any place in them'3 and therefore they 
ſeek to kill Jeſus for telling them the truth 3' that is, they ſeek to 
kill Jeſus in them, in that they do not yield: obedience to God,.ip 
what Jeſus the light in them makes known to be Gods will for 
them to obey him in 3 this makes them of their Father the 
Devil, becauſe chey will do his luſtsz and if the Father becaſt out, 
fure the Children muſt be caſt out with him. The Gentile Cen- 
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turion, who was great as to the ouwvard, in that he coult ay to 
this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he co- 
meth; and to his Servant, No this, and he doth it; yet he did 
not boaſt and bear up himſelf to come of the Line of Abrabary, 
nor to be of his ſeed, nor did he call God his Father 3 but was 
low and little, mean-.and unworthy, in his own clteem, and did 
noE think himſelf worthy that Jeſus ſhould come under his Roof : 
And yet thexe was ag Faith in-this Geatile that was not in . 
the outward form of worthipping God, than Jeſus had found in 
Iſrael, that were in the outward form of worſhipping God. And 
ac, although.not of the Line of Abrabam, nor in the outward wor- 
ſhip of 1ſrael,/.yet he was 'ane of them that ſhould” fit down with 
Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, when.the 
Children of the Ki ſhoald be caft out into utter darkneſs. 
with the Devil their Father, whoſe luſt they will do. ; 

This is the fate of man, while in an outward form of worſhip- 
ing of God, and are not doing the things contained in Gods Law 
written in their hearts; that is, they yield not obedience to God 


| in what Jeſus, as a Light in them, known to be Gods will 


that they ſhould obey inz but they will, as much as in them. 
lieth, ſeek to-put out that Light by their diſobedience, and fo ſeek 
@o kill-Jeſus in therm,: for telling them the truth which 4brabam 
the Father of the Faithful did not : and: ſo by their diſobedience 
they make it appear they are not the Children of Abrabam, be- 
cauſe they do not Abrabam's works; Abraham he obeyed God in 


what Jeſus the Light made known to him to be Gods will to 0- 
bey him in : Jeſus tells the Jews, that if they were Abra- 
hams Children, they would do the works. of Abraham; that is, 
yield obediente to God in what Jeſus, as a Light in them, tells 
them the Truth is. Gods will that they ſhould obey him in. And” - 
while men are out of this obedience, let them be of what outward 
form of worſhipping of God that they will, and have never fo 
high ecſtcema of themſelves, and be-as highly eſteemed of by gthers. 
as theſe Jews had, yet they are Children of Wrath as well as 0- 
thersz and (© in that ſtate, as Children of Wrath; they are caſt” 
n of the Kingdom of. Heaven, and. are where their Father the 

vil is. 

Oh! but infinite, infinite are the mexcies of that. unchangeable 
God, as | have experienced, who can ſay in ſome meaſure with 
Paul,'Epbeſ, 2. who wherein in times. paſt walked according us 
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- eouife of t his warld, according tÞthe prince of the power of the" air, the 
friri that workgth in the children of diſobedience. © Among whom alſo 
we bad oir converſation in time paſt, in the Tuft of our ; Falfiling 
the deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind, and were by natarethe children | 
of wrath, even as others, Mark, Among whom, "that 'is, amongſt 
thoſe that had walked according to the corrſe'of this world, 'ac- 
cording to the power of the Prince of the Air, ( which'is the De- 
vil ) that worketh in the Children of diſobedience; *among theſe 
we bad our converſation” in times paſt, fulfilling the defirer df "our fieſh, 
and of the mind, and were by nature Children of with;*even as others. 
Although the Epheſians, as they were Gentiles, might not be in an 
outward form of worſhipping God in thoſe 'ontwatd* things that 
God had required to be worlhipped in, yet Pazl was,/arid of the 
higheſt ſort or form of them, as elfewhete he ſpeaks of himſelf : 
And. yet ſee how Paul pat himſelf tobe equal with them that had 
been, in no outward form of Worſhip, although he himſelf had 
been high in that outward form of worſhipping of God in thoſe 
outward things that God had requircd to ' be, 'we d in, yet - 
when he was in that heaghe of outward Worſhip, be owned him- 
ſelf to be one that walked according tothe {e-of the world, 
and according, to the power of the Prince of the Air ( which is the 
Devil ) the Spirit which worketh in the Children of diſob&di® 
ence.: Among whom we had alſo our converſation, Pax} with the 
Epbefians had their converſations in time paſt, in the luft of their 
fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of cheir fleſh, and mind, 'and were by 
nature Children of Wrath, even as others. Mark, they were not 
onely Children of V/rath by nature. (that is, by the nature of the 
Serpent, who is the Prince of the Air, who is the Devil, who is 
the Spirit that worketh in the Children of diſobedience ) but they 
were the Children of Wrath, even as others 3 that is, juſt even a- 
like; there was no difference between their being Children of 
Wrath by nature, and others being Children of Wrath by nature. 
There” is the ſame nature of Children of Wrath, in thoſe 
that are high in an outward form of worſhipping God, as was 
Paxl, who as to his outward life ay to men, lived blamelef 3 and 
thoſe that were in no outward form of worſhipping God, as were 
the Gentiles, while they both have converſations in the luſt 


of the fleſh, hilling the Sel of the mind, themſclves 

- in what theydo: i be in an outward form of Worſhip, they * 
pleaſe, content, themſelves in that outward _ of 
e*  Wor- 
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Worſhip. 3 and therein they are fulfilling the laft of the fleſh, and 
the of their minds, in cati of the forbidden Fruitz as 
do thoſe that were in no outward of worſhipping God, as * 
were the Gentiles who fulfilled the luſt of the fleſh, and the defires 
of their minds in outward pleaſures. And ſo both thoſe that fulfil 
the luſt of the. fleſh, and defire of the mind in outward forms of 
Worſhip, or in outward pleaſure, they. are thoſe that are not ſuf- 
fering Jeſus's Word to have any place in them 3 and fo they are 
ſceking to kill Jeſus in themſelves, for telling them che truth that 
he had of God. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved 
uw; even when we were dead in fins, hath quickned us together with 
Chriſt ( by grace we are ſaved |) and have raiſed us uþ together, and 
yo. mad, us ſit together in heavenly places in Chrift Feſus. - Mark, 
they which having their Converſations in the luſt of the fleſh, 
fultilling the d of the fleſh and mind, and thereby were by 
nature Children . of Diſobedience , and ſo Children of Wrath, 
Children of the Devil 3 both choſe that werenot in an outward 
form of worſhipping of God, as were theſe Gentiles the Epheſians 3 
and thoſe that were in the higheſt of outward forms of worſhip- 
ping of God, 'as was Paul: yet God who is rich in mercy, can 
and does for hisgreat love ſake, wherewith he loved them, yea e- 
ven when they are dead in fins, quicken them together with Chriſt, 
and fo raiſe them _up together as to make them fit together in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus 3 as you may fee more to that pur- 
poſe in the ſecond Chapter of the Epheſians. | 

Jefus tells the woman of Samaria, John 4. that the hour cometh, 
when ye ſhall neither in this moxntain, nor yet at Jeruſalem worſhip 
the Father, But the baur cometh, and now is, when the true worſhip- 
pers ſhall worſhip tbe Father in fpirit aud in truth : for the Fat 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip bim, 
mieſk worſhip bim in ſpirit and in truth. Feruſalem was the place 
that God had cholen to be worſhipped in; and (o it repreſents 
the" true outward form of worſhipping God, wherein God was 
wor{hipped” according to his Command. The Mountain of $e- 
maria repreſents the talſe worlhipping of God: for although there 
tight be' fomething done thexe, that God had required in his out- 
ward Worlhip to be done, yet hey mixing, othes things with it 
that God had n6t required to be.done in his Worſhip 3 and fo it 
repreſents all falſe outward forms of Worſhip, And Jeſus tells the. - 

appt! beck arn, "Jedi, 
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woman, and would have her belicye him, ( mark that) Jeſus 
. would have the woman belleve him, that the. howr cometh, when 
neither in this mountain, ( that is, in the falſe out forms of 
Worlhip ) nor at Jeruſalem, ( that is, the, true outward forms of 
Worſhip ) they ſhould worſhip the Father. But the hour cometh, and 
now ir, ( mark that, now is,- then at that time it was ). that the 
. true worſhippers, ſhall worſhip the Father is ſpirit and in srath: and 
that becauſe the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, God being a 
ſpirit, they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip bim in ſpirit and in trath ; 
or elſe it is no worſhipping of him, where the Spirit and the Truth 
is wanting, becauſe whom God ſecketh to worſhip him, they and 
they onely arc the acceptable Worlhippers of God : and God (celt- 
eth for thoſe and onely thoſe to wor{hip him, that worthip him in 
ſpirit and truth. It.is not the outward places, nor the outwar 
form, (no not at Jeruſalem, nor the outward Worlhip comman- 
ded-to be uſed there ) that God ſeeketh for z it is the (piritual 
Worſhip done in the truth and in the fincerity of the heart, that 
God ſecketh for 3. it is that and that onely that is well-pleafing to 
him, which the outward forms of worſhi is not, though 
never (o exaQly performed according to the Command mn God, 
yet if the Spirit of God, which leads and guides into all truth, be 
wanting, the outward form is not acceptable to God, nor ſought 
for of God, nor deſired of God. And where the Spirit of is, 
and is the Guide and Leader of them in his Worſhip, although the 
outwa rm þe wanting, yet theſe are the true Worlhippers of 
God ; and theſe are thols that God ſceketh for to worſhip him, 
that is, thoſe that worſhip him'in his Spirit and in his Trath, that 
is, in Jeſus 3 and all thoſe that ſo worlhip him in the uſe of out- 
ward forms, or without the uſe of outward forms. Of all Na- 
tions, and Kinreds, and Pebple, and Tongues, that worſhip him in 
his Spirit and in his Truth, in Jeſus which ſaves from ſin, by which 
Spirit they are guidcd and led thereunto, to doit in the truth and 
fincerity of their hearts, theſe are ſuch as God ſecketh for to wor- 
ſhip him, and are acceptable to God. 

' And of theſe Fobn beheld the great multitude that no man could 
number, ſtanding before the Throne, and'before the Lamb, clothed 
with white Robes, and Palms in their hands, crying with a loud 
voice, ſaying, Salvation to our God: which came out of great tribu- 
Tations, baving waſhed their robes, and made them white in the bloud 
of the Lamb. And Fobndid*but hear ME RII a 426 ae a 


- 
. 


_— _—_— — 


—_— _— OW 4 


CT OOTTW AH ow .c..20 Res RR oe z 


i 4 


\Jjparbyto be ſealed: fos.the ſervants of 
wich writ ip Tables of ſhone, 
Law and the Propifets written in Books without them, 


_ and redd-aryong them, without them, every Sbbath-day- And 
' had theOracles of God gomumirred to them? and to whom pertain the 


doption; and #h& ylory; and'the .covtnants, and the giving of the law, 
nh t he ſervice ,, | Bhd the promiſes : Whoſe aretbe Fathers, and 

ing the floſs Chrift came. And: yer of! all the Tribes 
| , there was but a hundred forty. four thou- 
(and feated for the'ſervants of God. ' 

. take nofiee; and'fo 1 defirethe'Reader to:take notice, that the 
Tribe of Dan' our; there' was! none fealted of that Tribe 
( that was Set by the way) +40 be the ſervants 'of God 1 
none of the ſubtile Serpents Tribe are ſcaled to be the ſervants of 
God : And that way the yeaſon whiy'there was no more fealed of 
aMthe oiltward Tribes of outward 1/raz}; the: Serpents Tribe was 
not ſeated 4 and 'the Serpents Tribe is thoke wherein the 
and his rale” in the | Hearts Theſe being left out, arid not 
ſedled for theſtrvants of God of the. Tribes of-I/rae!, was the rea- 
fon thet&#a5nnd more ſealed 5 and it is'the reaſon that there isno 
moreſcaked of all the*Tribes that are in the feveral outward forms 
of ontward Worlhip: and that is that which makes their number 
fo —o ga a gnan rmay\cafily number a hundred forty and four 
thouland. [2 | go ON TD NY 

And of the Geatiles, all Nations, and Kifkreeds, and People, and 
Torghes, that have not known-the fubcilty' of the- Serpent tempt- 
ing man in the outward forms of worſhipping of God ; and alſo 
of thoſe that have known' the ſubcilty ofthe Serpent tempting them 
m outward forms of worlhipping of God; and have known a 
ſavingand being delivered out of-thoſe temptations ofthe Serpent 
by the life 'of Jefas in them, '(and+{o ate none of the Serpents 
Tribe ) nor are ſufficing thengſelves, nor can ſuffice: themſelves in 
that they are worſhipping God in outward: forms, but are wor- 
ſhipping him in his Spirit aud in his Truth, chat is, in Jeſus that 
ſaves them-froih fin. Of all 'cheſe,” that'is, of thoſe 'that have 
not known the'ſitbtilty of the Serpent tempting-chem in outward 
forms; © and thoſe'thac have known the. ty of the Serpent 
tempting them ih outward forms; and have known'a being ſaved 
and deliveftd out of Ps A There are 4 gre: multitade = 
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that no wrt rumen. radar vr SENS 
# lond woice, x, Salvation to bur God, © 
bulations, an mathe cle made hem wi | oof 
the Lomb. Thus Jefus Tort: raped on eau 
ver hear of that FE ala 1:92 

Ang cow 66 irene ering Gafihia BE of that Jeſus 
born of the Virgin Mary, and profeſs themſelves Chriftians, and. 
have known: ſomething, of the working'of Gads: Split in thern, 
and have known ſomething what it hath been! to be drawn or 
lcd forth by the Spirit of Jclus in them : + how!far: they-may go, 
and yet not know. the birth ofithe-Child Jaſos Frema, that ſaves 
from ſin, nox the woman: that was deceived thetraoſgreſ(- 
> be ſaved out of he tungrlfg by ng the: Child 


Man may by Jeſus, | be Light in hi rind of fn, cat 
it is the breaking of Gods Command, and; of the Judgmene 
ror gr man for in, and he may be ſoar weT in, 
brought to a repentance and ſorrow for is, and 4+ dc rhe 
kept from fanning, -and;/he; may: pray vatneft] may be. 
kept from; fin, and may ſet upon ..a emcider and do many 
things in obedience to God, that he knew to be the will ROO 
And this may; be. done from ſame. Rirfings.or the Spi- 
rit of Jeſus.in him, and yet the Serpent ſelf his - pa 
him in all-this, as. I have tkperienced, /! ['; 

And that thus man -may/firom ;the. koowledge PE he hack of 
this or that thing; thac he does know that in the doing thereof he 
doth that which is a breaking of the Command of God z and for 
his ſo breaking'of the Conmind of God, Jeſus; the, Light-in, him 
that makes known to him:the breaking of Gods Command,. doth 
likewiſe make known tg bim-what is, due to him for his tranſ- 
ercſions, that-isDeath, : Hell, or Damvation', which man being 
afraid of, avd willing to-cſcape, and to clcape the puniſhment that 
he apprehends to be Sas tohimifor his, fin pomake him to re- 
pent of his fins,and nat angly {ſay Ng iy dcareleſly, a5yany 
do, I would I had not fanned, and even; 04s, Commands, and God 
forgive me for & » po po bl nd an-jaward Fepentance, an 
inward ſoxrow; and ſo'far as thatthere is a delize 
in tom that. png poyis commig lin again,.and an cagneti pray- 
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"and a doing of 


or the torn- 


he fo ents | EEE 
OE ra 

xt chan -n t at Te hat fined in what he 

\ aking of heron mare Fong} y be forrowful 

| "It, ho apeory fone bom part 

uſe ttutch qe yet all this 

x love to Ef bi foe Bat thats het of ch _ 
Mingnds' that he hath ro-eſcape- che'puniſhm 

repentance, and fortow,” and thourning that he "hath 

for Conlng. and to eſcape the priniſhment, thatifets him upory do- 

ing ad prod rey ha ad oier religious Duries, that he*thinks 

n/ be a means tb k 


jen” (Fon being overeome by the Devils 


remprations, arid to d&{uch things'$ he thirks God will be pleaſed 

with; \ and for this his lo doit bdgingot theſe things, he thinks to find 
with God.” ' this _—_ by done - top a' ns, 

T# their own will, _— is 'briely ti EOTN 

Whey if could cltape the'pithi | 

that God'bath' forbilideri,” 

pleating, indto be ered.” 

avd think thertſtives ina good: e-they eannot 

now fin as once they could, when tiew had- trouble in'their 


Conſciciites for their fins bilt now + ron trouble,” ſorrow, 
and etch wen fo their fins,: and there is praying to 
Got to oye 4nd "ie mdy be private days of fatting-ro be 
kept, that they may be kept from! linnirig, and"it may be-for pri- 
vate fins, -ſuch fins as'none but God-and their Conſcience can ac- 
cuſe them of z/ and the beſt that they*know of oarward forms of 
Religion, is {er up and firidtly practiſed by. them 3 and an out- 
witd blatneleſs life 4s'got up in thern, to'what-they-oncelived in : 

and they are counted of others'to be one-of thoſo-that are the Chil- 
dren' of God, and Heirs of''the Kingdotm'of Heaven ;' and they 
look upon themſelves to be one of that number : - And yer all this 
time the F ecot'vf Bo, that is;'the love of fin remains in ther as live 
hdr eres and fo'long as the love of any fin remains alive in 


rarer } grins they do in to God, is done becauſe they are 
afraid Gods: Ju for their, fin and while there rbmains in 


them a har oGode Jl ſept, my have no mri > 
% while 


Falice w to fall upon them, becauſe © 
mitted, That which carries them ford bros 
ing of thoſe repemtings, cbs; mat 
ſings, and all other their x0! | 
fora ſelf-end to » et Br 
their ſins 3 and therefpye it is that they will do.them:; lo they 
are deceiyed in all their doings, by the oY of ſelf in chem, do- 
. ing their own wills-in them, and are Si a Tribe, of 
whom-noge arg ſealed forthe ſervants of God... 
Thele they have known the begipaia 
the Wilderneſs in-them, that is, wh 
derneſs, whercin-every unclean Beaſt | fed and. found a 
place, every unclean Luſt found wherewithal to feed 


Sp 
Thiſtles/ were CN mox-no; mol 
theres but n had: difobeyec 
(hit God had for den him to cat 


hey and abide «n+. 
have heard the-vsj E 


ted, 


ing of water, «making, j payee: ior Sel have 
. John's Didciples, they bayeknown/a eutring of I 
that/is, a'repenting "9%" (ach _—_ wu 
rally acconnted: 4s. anf-6vil, Ya aRy,o4v5. 
ther, and have cytidowin che hin 6p, s,, VE nat 
onely A torſakicy fuck. bed a1 Evils a5 ave. done outs 


wardly 


| ' they have not come '{o 
far as to hear jams "Jules preg in them, that 
is, that the Ax is laid — the Tree of fm 3 and the.xoot 
from whence lin dcords rb that is, ' the love that is in mans 
heart to ſin, the love to the @ chat is fiv(t in mans: heart, ; before 
it cometh forth into'aQion.' ' There was firſt in thewoman a _ 

ing of theTree to be good/for foog, and _ fo Qs, ea 1” 
a defire to it; thiswas firſt in ſhe took of the fruic 
thereof and cat of it: There =o ner che heart of man a'love to 
fin, before there is a going forth to the committing of it; and. 
this love *is the root whence fin'in the ation fprung, And 
the end of Fohi's preaching was'tetlay rhe: Ax to the'root of the 
Tree ſm; which-bringeth not forth trait, tohew-it dowr,and 
calt it into the fire to he confurned, that is, to caſt the love and de- 
fre to fin that is-inthe heart of mars, to cat that into the fire to 
be confumied that gave the hrft being t0.-ints ena, which was. 
love in the wills 'mthe defirecot man; © » - 

Anda we read of many-that heard Fobn preach Repen- 
tance, atid ca 'to his Bapeilm, as did Fernſalem, and 'Fudea, and 
the Regions round! abbot" Forge, -many "Phariſces and* Scribes 
were baptifed' of him, cotifelſingtheir CO , yet few of them 


came tothe end ofhis preachi to know the Ax laid 'to the. root 
of _ the Ive end Uiferoidbrinche heart, to be 


hewrt dow! atid-taft into the Hire to De \conſurited; And this Foly 
told ther,” muſt*be'16 the'Bapriſas/of Jekus! (which his Baptiſm 
was 2 forettthner of ) which was-to bapgiſe-with the Holy Ghoft, 
and with fire,” "In Jeſus's' Baptiſm, in oh ſin that ſaves from 
fn, they. wete to know the hire of the Ho oft to: burn and con- 
faſnechlov&krid deſire to fm in them. Tier Wo there was a. 
ifdie in which theyhadiin-theth a love and? a defize to commit fin, 
but dare not corhmic ſinfor fear of the puniſhment that they knew 
or Aly due'to'them for their fins'3 'but if they conld have eſca- 
c paviithment, they would key for ve pier themſcives 
m aps as And here- the Serpent ved them ; _ 
thou phtieke Woah Ciel Morogh ere becauſe th 
ial as His, where <rndidty win: riov-aga inſt in, but a- 
pt pa 'p for fin. And (& indeed tn in truth, the 
fn l 


Care arer ocean ko, itwasm{ them. 
apaintt. 


[80] | 
2gainft God,thatis. nat the jitloe a6 God; -the;raot, 
Sia the love and the defire to it wasalive; riowus 
nior#3/and thus the fubtile 75" rh and heir a1 will de- 
ceive'themn under a form-1 Cogan WT 
But when they are come tot Preaching aud Ba- 
ptiſm, and know what it is to have-the axe hid to'the root of the 
rree of fir, tothe love of fin, -and-@p now the hewing down and 
burning vp'vf the love and defire t& ſminithem, ſo as it there were 
'no puniſhment forſio, ru wW RES) And why ang 
'they n& fin ? ir'is becauſe.of dps cre 
of the'love of God that is rayon: ray pv the heart 1006" 
wade known the freeneſs of his love to them, without. any. «9: 
from chem, that while they were ſinners, - and. {o cnenics to God, 
there was'love ir-God to them, ard he (ent; his Son. to:die to-re- 
.concile them to himſelf : This begats aJove in chem 49' God, we 
love -him becauſe he firſt loved usz -and-now the, jenmity-is not a- 
gainſt the punithment (as it was'when what we: did in, obedience 
to6God, was becauſe we were afraid of Hell -if wedi him) 
but the enmity is now againſt the ſig, as kt wh niet that 
hach beſtowtd the riches of his Love upon: them play 
Creature if it be drawn afide by-rhe th ni heaxts 
laſts (if the Serpent bruiſe the heel of theſced of the Womanin it, 
as God hath ſaid it ey IN not 
becauſe it}knows that God as a loving Fatherwill chaſtizc it for. its 
offence;/ it does well know that God will notler. rpals in 
his Childret unchaſtized, herthel wivland Gormer & becauſe. it 
hath offended God: his loving Fath - And. as to, the chaſtiſe- 
ments of God, alt EIN. hey are tedious , but as 
they come from a lov bes wer pf me? 0b fo they 
are pleaſing to them, as God makes- uſe of them to the bri 
forth of the peaceable fruit of Righteoalneſs i ith This was 
Davids caſe, Pſal. 119. 67. Before he was affli he wept aſtray, 
but now hehad:kept: his word 3 and hence. is a, change wrought 
in the heart : now the ſorrow and that is init becauſe ſin is 
committed , is. not becauſe it.is a of the 
once it was, "but the ſorrow and grief 
loving Father is — its Genin of 
And this change in | ng toge- 
ther the two ſeeds Sit 1 may.{o hr py the. op rs 
Din zz mar , and the feed. & God the power Ga 
; win” 


", —_ 


he. 


KC... 


frond banke wah the Child eſasth 
emanate of which the woman was — nya 
| inthe nfo, is  faved ; 


ation of man, man gain in- 

| of love to God that he loſt in the Mi Tad 18s that 
( g God that he laſt in the fall : ; and now 
5 «chang zght i Fo the will, man being brought to will 
te becauſe it is. will; and now he does 
s wi mers be knows that if 6 does it not he (hall 

puniſhed for his tranſgreffions, as orice he did that which 
be pens o his Jr 75-684 to God, in what he Knew tobe Gods 
| do 4 it was that by the doing thereaf he might 


eſcape that puniſhment that he knew would be due to him i 
did ef do Dons will : but now there, is {uch a change , tharit 
there were i for the tranſgreiſion, yer there is a wil- 


lingnels in him to do Gods will, and' that becauſe of the love that 
God hath; manifefied and made known to him ; that God loved 
him when there was an enmity in his heart againſt GoJ, yet 
God loved him, and ſent his Son to. die to reconcile im. th God, 
Rom, NY 10+ And this begot ſuch a love in the heart' co God, 
23 that aokoqrolw- yp. that its deſire is not to.do its pwn 
will, bit Gods will enely'; and it is affaid leſt its own will, that 
he is ſo much ſenſible of that hath ſo much dzccived him ". ſhould 
get irito the doing of what h&is ſo carried forth to do in obedi- 
ence to God, and {o deceive him, and bring him again into the 
GB Mot that ar? is Leary of his own will as of x deadly Ser- 
ent : fome meaſure, degree, or other where the 
C hild rar yk a the Woman ſaved out of the tranfgre(- 
ſion, they db know the work of the onely begotten Son of *Gbd 
in them,and not only to reſtore that in them that Adams'loft in the 
faſl, buc t& preſerve and, keep them from falling by the tethptarion 
as Adwi did 4 chey knew that in them that. the” Scrpenr carinot 
tempt ſo as to uſe it to fin, nor never did,lnor hever x yield fo 
the ttrhprarion 3 "and that they are yor onely rlie'created Sons of 
God, but the' begotten Sons 'of God,” xr Per. 1.4 23; and that'ie” » 
is char be Nxent Son of God in them that Pn, \ (rom falling 
by the ttapration, 
"# rod heard Fobn Baptiſt and feared hin, Wet that he was! 
2 juft'and lioly-'man , and He hedtd” him Wa ; atd did many 
things; yet becauſe Fobs reproved him for-his beloved bn, he pur 
im 
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him ipge prion, and afterwards cus of Na head, Wyn & This'is 
tobe read within io, the myſtery, OO 
Simon, who' by his Sorcery hal bewltchied the | "being 
looked upon as the great power ot God , 'he believed F 41 &a- 
ching, and was baptized , and continued with Philip, w Foro 
and beholding the miracles and figns that were done, and offer 
to part with his money, if for it he might gy had the'power of 
diſpoſing the Holy Ghoſt, yet his heart was not right i the fight 
of the was in the gall of bitterneſs,and in the bond of iniquity, 
Adts$. This alſs may be read within in the myſtery. ele both 
were under 7obas diſpenſations,the one of Preachingand the orher 
an ater-Baptiſm, and both in an outward yielding obedicyce to 
Od. . ah | at | 
Hymenia avd Alexander they went fupther, they put away Faith 
and a good Conſcience, which by nd! not Rnd dane, b they 
had not firſt had Faith and a good Conſcience, and were: gone ſo 
far as to make ſhipwrack of Faith, and yet there was a hope of re- 


covery of theſe, 1 Tim. 1.19, 20, , 
But jt is impoſſible for thoſe wha were ones end + 7 have ta- 
C. ? | 
uyto repe 


beav Holy Geof, 
and have tafted of the good wor, gowers of the world to 
come 3 if they ſhall fall away to renew them again uuto repentance: ſecing 
they crutifie to themſelves the Son of Gag.afreſh, and put bim to an open 
ſhame, Heb, 6.. 4, $20; nigh ea oa ud va . 

is a going a great way inthe ways. ,,avd a being in 
a high "gas! Ls, polſibility. of falling when _: bey are gone ſo 
far, and arc in that high ſtate 3 but if then they dotall, it is im- 
pollible for them to be.renewed again by, Repentance ;. and therc- 
tore what great need hath all to have a care and not to defire the 
forbidden Fruit 3 that-isy to defixe to know more of God, than a 
deſire.to. yield obedicnce to God in what they know of. him, and 
alſo tq keep low and to have a low eſteem of themſelyes, 'In and 
under all the enjoyments of God,and his mavifeliations or making 
. known of himſelf in them and-unto them, and not to look upon 
any part of what they enjoy of Gods making known himſelf in 
chem, or unto them as their own, but to look upon all their enjoy- 
ments as the Free Gift of God, and. given-to them to be as an 
Help-meet for the life of the Son of God in them, for the bring- 
is them into the Image or likenz[s of the heavenly 4- 


| 


fled of the bronealy gift, and or nie papel z 
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1 know no ſubtile Serpent, no.Satan, no Tempter ; no Devil 
without me, and therefore.can fay nothing of a ſubffile Serpent, 
a Satan, 'a Tempter, or a Devil without me. - Thoſe who do 
know a ſubtile Serpent, a Satan, a Tempter:, or a Devil withoue 
them, they may declare their knowledge of that ſubtile Serpent, of 


. that Satan, of that Tempter, or of that Devil that they know with- 


out them, and what works or actions they/haye known done by 
shat ſubtile Serpent, that Satan, that Tempter ot Uevil without 
them. As I have declared my knowledge of the ſubtile Serpent, 
the Satan, the Tempter or the Devil within me, their works or 
actions, I would not be miſtaken, Ido not fay there is no more to 
be known of the Devil, than what I have known of his works 
and aQions within me 3 that is, as he is aſubtile Serpent,a Satan, a 
Tempter or a Devil, that is as much as to ſay, he is all whatſoever 
it is in man that oppoſeth God and the work. of God in man, that 
is, the Devil. I know no more of him, that is, T have no expe- 
rimental knowledge of hin; but onely as he appolſeth God and the 
work of God in mm: But I yead of other works, actions, or ma- 
nifeſtations of thaDevil in Scripture, as that of Witches, Wiz- 
zards, familiar Spirits, Divinations, Inchantmgnts, which I know 
nothing of but onely as I read of them in the Scripture, and of 
thoſe poſſeſſed with Devils in the time that Jeſus Chrift lived in 
the' Hu Nature upon the Earth 3 as, the man that came to 
him to have the Devil c#t out of his child, which did ſometimes 
calt him into the fire and into'the water, and rent and tore him at 
the'time of his caſting out, that he left him as if he had been dead : 
And the man poſſeſſed with Devils, that chains and fetters could 
not hold him, cutting himſelt with ſtones, and kept in tombs, and 
had many Devils entred into him 3 but of theſe I know nothing of 
experimentally, but as ſomething of the inward work of the Devil 
in man may be compared to theſe outward works or aftions of the 
Devil 3 but as to the outward works themlelves, I am altogether 
ignorant of them , I onely know them as I read of then in the 
Scripture, but having no experimental knowledge of them, caules 
we to-ſay I know. no other ſabtile Serpent, .Satan, Tempcer, or + 
Devil, but what I have found of his works and actions within me 3 
and I leave it to others that know the other-yorks and actions of 
the-Devil (as | without doubt '{ome: there: be that now do know 
gc of them) to declare (if they pleaſe what they. know of 
them. f 
* M ; [ 
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I know and do believe that-evil men have evil Spirits or evil 
Angels that do attend upon them, their works or aQtions 3 I have 
{cen of thoſe evil Spirits or evil Angels within me, but I never ſaw 
any of thoſe evil Spirits or Angels without me 3. and I alſo 
know and believe that good men, as God hath again made them 
good by bringing forth his begotten Son Jeſus in them, they have 
good Spirits or good Angels attending upon them , their works 
or ations I have ſeen of thoſe good Spirits or Angels withia 
me, but I never ſaw any of thoſe good Spirits or Angels without 
me. 
I think that to be my duty that Fohn (aid was his and 0- 
thers.their practice in his time, 1. John 1. 1, 2, 3» «That which was 
from the beginning, which we bave heard, which we have ſeen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and: our bands bave handled of the 
word of life ;, (for the life was manifeſt, and we have ſeen it, and bear 
witneſs, and ſhew unto you that eternal life which was with the Fa- 
ther, and was manifeſted unto us ) that wich we have ſeen and beard, 
declare we unto you, that ye alſo may have felhwſhip with us; and 
_ owr fellowſhip is with the Father , and with bis. Son Jeſus 


I have read what the ſubtile Serpent ſaid to the woman, and 
what anſwer ſhe-gave the Serpent , and how (he yielded to the 
Temptation 3 wh. I have read how the Sons of God caype to pre- 
ſent themſelves before the Lord , and Satan came aflo amon 
them, and what the Lord (aid to Satan of Fob, and wha Satgn fai 
to the Loxd concerning Fob,and the leave that the Lord gave Satan 
to try obs Integrity, and how Satan tryed Fob: I have alfo read 
that the Lord ſaid to Simon, Simon, beho[d Satan hath defired to 
have you, that he may ſift you as wheat, But I have prayed for thee that 
#by faith fail not, and when thou art converted, (trengthen thy breth- 
ren : And of Peters Confidence not to deny Jefus, and how he 
was prevailed with to deny Jeſus, and of his repenting : And I 
have likewiſe read of Jeſus being led up of the ſpirit 'into the wil- 
dernels to be tempted of the Devil z and when the Tempter came 
to him,what he ſaid to Jeſus,6 what anſwers Jeſus gave the Tem- 
pter and Devil; and by my reading of them,and remembring what 
I had read, I could and diſcourſe of them, butI knew little 
of them in compariſon of what I did then ſpeak of them, nor do I 
now know any thing. of them , but what by experience I hear 
of-them ſpoken within me,and haye ſeen with the inward ane 
| Ve 
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have looked upon within meas @ meaſure of them have been,aQed, 
done, or wrought within me 3 and I do believe it to be unlawful 
for me now to {peak or declare more of them than what by expe- 
rience I have ſeen and heard of them within me, and ſo much I 
- may ſpeak and declare, and no more. 

And if it be objeQted to me, If thou mayſt ſpeak or declare no 
more than what by experience thou haſt within thee heard and 
ſeen; then how haſt thou heard and ſeen within thee, That Je- 
ſus is a light toall (and a Saviour toſome) that have not heard of 
an outward Jeſus born of the Virgin Mary, and crucitied at Feru- 
ſalem, 2 

To that I anſwer,] was once without the true knowledge of that 
Jeſus born of the Virgin Mary, and- Crucitied at Fernſalem, al- 
though from my being a Child 1 was brought up to read the 
Scriptures that make mention of ſuch a Jeſus 3 and I was taught 
by my Parents to ſay , that I believed there was ſuch a Jeſus; 
and yet Ido now know, that I did not then when I read of ſuch a 
Jeſus in the Scriptures, and ſaid I believed in ſuch ageſus, I did 
not then know that there was ſuch a Jeſus, I was onely learned to 
fay ſo, but I knew it not; arfl what was I then better than thoſe 
that never heard of the name of ſuch a Jeſus, when I onely heard 
of the name, but knew not what he was, that is, I knew not what 
he was, as he was ſent of God to fave from fin: And all that pro- 
fels themſelves Chriſtians, and know any thing of the work of God 
in their hearts, will own, that the knowing by reading or here-ſay 
of ſuch a Jeſus born of the Virgin Mary, and ſo growing up to be a 
man, and Crucificd at Feruſalem, and know no more of him, that 
this knowledge of him does them no good as to their Salvation 
and what are they then the better for their-hearing or readingof 
the Name of ſuch a Jeſus? are they any thing better than thoſe 
that never heard of that Name ? But that knowledge of Jeſus 
that dags them good to their Salvation is the knowing of him to 
be a Jeſus, that is, a' Saviour that ſaves from fin; that knowing 
of him is that which is oncly good and profitable to their Salvati-- 
on, and not the hearing or knowing of an outward name of Je- 
{us. 

I knowing and having experience of this within me to be true, 
that it is not the hearing and knowing of the outward Name Je- 
ſus that does man any good to his Salvation, but it is the knowing 
him to be Jeſus, a Saviour from fin, that does man good to Sal- 
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vation, and thereby Iknow and have experienced, that God may 
ſave ſome that have not heard of an outward Jeſus born of the 
Virgin Mary, and Crucified at Feruſalem; and the way how he 
faves thern , is by ſaving them trom their fins : befor I know a 
{ſaving from fin, I know nothing of Jeſus , but onely as I had 
hcard or read of the Name Jeſus, but of the nature of Jefus, as he 
is a Saviour ſent of God, 1 was as ignorant as thoſe that never 
heard of the name Feſis, 1 onely knew the Name as it was written 
in theſe letters, FESU FS 3 but thenature of Jeſus as he is a Sa- 
viour I knew not; I did not know him as he is the great power 
of God to Salvation, the onely begotten ſon of Gods Love , the 
true Light which makes known to man the unchangeable being of 
Gods Love to the World, MAN, that wholoever believed in 
him the onely begotten Son of God, the true Light ; that is, who- 
ſfoever {o believed the true Light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the World (fo that none are without this Light) they 
that ſo believe in this true Light that tells them this is gooa, and 
what they owght to do, and this is evil which they ought not to 
do, and yield obedience to God according to what this true Light 
the onely begotten Son of God in than, makes known to them to 
be Gods will that they ſhould do, or that they (hould leave un- 
done, Theſe that ſo yield an obedience to the light in them, in 
doing the good that this Light makes known in. them they 
ought to do, and iv leaving undone the evil that this Light makes 
known to them that they ſhould not do 3 thele are they that Gods 
love is ſo to in his begotten Son, as that they (hall not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life : and this believing the true Light Feſus. the 
oncly begotten Son of God, and yielding obedience thereunto, is 
not wrought in them by the reading or hearing of a Name Jeſus 
that a man had that was born of the Virgin Mary, and Crucified 
at Feruſalem 3 and that knowledge that we have by reading 
the Scriptures and. hearing the name Jeſus preached, that is all 
the knowledge that we now can have more.than thoſe that never 
heard of that Name, and of that Man. 

"But that which give us the true knowledge of that Name , 
and what that Man was, bctore that Body had a being upon the 
Earth, and what it was when it had a being upon the Earth, and 
what it-is now-it hath no being upon the Earth 3, I ſay, that which 
gives us the true knowledge'of what_rhat man Jeſus was before 
he. had a body upon the Earth, and what he was in that body up- 
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on the Earth,” and what he is now that *body is taken from the 
Earth. That which gives us the true knowledge of what he was, 
and now is, it is the true Light that lighteth every man that com” 
eth intgthe World; and ſo he is a light, and the true light in thoſe 
that'never heard of that. Name and of that Man, as he is the ſame 
true: light in us that hath heard of that Name, and of that 
Man. ; / | | 

And as he jsthe true light that lighteth every man that com- 
eth irito the World, ſo he made known to me what was Gods 
will that 1 ſhould do, and what was Gods will that I ſhould not 
doz anbalſo made known in me the unchangeableneſs of Gods 
love towards me, and fo he begot a love in me again to God, and 
ſo he wrought a willingneſs in me to do what God hath made 
known to'me to be*hiswill-that I [ſhould do , . and hath wrought 
a willingneſs in me.to-leave undone what God would not have - 
me todo; and I have known him as he is the true light to be the 
Word wt :God,. whichis the ſeed ſown upon all tae tour grounds 
(which-is all men) as he is che true light that lighteth every man 
that cometh:into' the World, and I have known the nature of all 
the'four grounds in me, and how the light, the word, the ſeed, 
hatch becn ſown in-me;zin the nature of all che four grounds and fo 
have I known and'experienced how the {eed hath been ſown m 
thoſe'that never; heard of that outward narhe Jeſus, born of the 
Virgin Mary, and Cruciftied at Feruſalem, and how they have 
been ſaved troms-fin, which is done by the light of the Divine Na- 
ture, the Word, the Seed ſown in them, cauſing them to be the 
good ground ; It is the word of God, which is the power of God, 
that changes} the heart, and makes it the good ground (the ſame 
word by 'which all things were made) and thereby cauſes them to 
do the things contained in Gods Law writ in their hearts, and are 
become a Law to thernſelves, and haye the witneſs of ia their 
Conſciences, accuſing them or elſe excafing them, as we have that 
have heard of that Jeſus Porn of the Virgin Mary, and Crucited 
at Jeruſalem : And by the doing the things contained in Gods 
Law:, 'and thereby ſhew the works of Gods Law written in our 
hearts3-it'is bythat, that ithey and we waſh our Robes in the 
Biood'vf' the Lamb! (that is, inthe life of Jeſus) and make them 
white-in/fis: Blood; inthelinnocent life that he lives in us, nok 
that we live, buthe lives in us, and worketh in us both to-will and 
todo of his good pleaſure, and when the will of man is fo given 
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up into the will of Go&, for God to be all, to will and do all, in 
man as it pleaſeth him 3 then mans will is rettored to be what it 

was when God made man in his own Image. And God ſaw every 
thing that be had made, and beheld it was very good, Gen. 1, 31. 
Allthings that God made was very gocd, and God ſaw them to 
be very good, and God fet his mark of behold upon them to be 
very good, that man might ſee and behold them to be very good, 
as they were what he had made and gave the being to 3 that is, 
all that God had made was very good, as a: meaſure of his being, 
was and is in them, whereby they are preſerved and upheld 3 and 
{o were and are very good, as God that made them is good and 
is 1m them. 

Before time was, God was, and was All in All, ( before ſabtile 
Serpent.Satan, Tempter,or Devil was)and fo God is to be All in All 
' again, See 1 Cor. 15. 21 verl. to 29 verl, For fince by man came 
death, by man came alſo the reſurrefion of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even ſo © mark that, even ſo ) in Chriſt ſhall all be\nade. a- 
live, But every man in his own order z Chriſt the firſt fruits, after- 
wards they that are Chrifts at his coming.” Then cometh the end, mahen 
be ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the father, when he 
ſhall have put down all rule, and ajl authority, and power. For he 
muſt reign, till he hath put all bis enemies under bis feet. The laſt 
enemy that (hall be deſtroyed is death.. For he bath put all things un- 
der his feet : but when be ſaith all things are put wnder him, it is 
manifeſted, be is excepted which did put all things under him. And 
when all things ſhall be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo him- 
ſelf be ſubjef unto bim that put all things under him, that God mpy 
be all in all. When this ſhall come to paſs, where then will be 
the ſubtile Serpent, Satan, Tempter, or Devil ? Do they not rule? 
Have they not authority and power ? Are they not his encmies? 
Where will be ſubtile Serpent, Satan, Tempter, or Devil, when 
Jeſvs ſhall have put down all rule, all authority and power ? for 
he muſt reign till be hath put all bis enemies under bis feet, and the laſt 
enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death ( which is that the ſubtile Ser- 
pent, Satan, Tempter, Devil, ſin, was the cauſe of death, and gave 
death its being ) where will they all be then, when all Jeſus's c- 
nemies ſhall be thus ſubdued unto him, and he as a Son (hall be 
ſubje& to the Father that hath put all things under him, chat 
that God who before timewwas may be all in all ? ol 
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That which may be known of God, is manifeſted: in men, for 
God hath ſhewed'it unto them : for the inviſible things of him, 
from the Creation of the World, are clearly. ſeen, being underſtood 
by the things that are made even his eternal power and Godhead, 
fo that they are without excuſe, Rom. 1. 19, 20. By this Scrt> 
pture it plainly appears, that God by his true Light in man ( that 
lighteth "every man that cometh into the World ) doth make 
known in men that which may be known of him. Thoſe things 
that were inviſible of him, and not known before the Creation, he 
hath made known from the Creation of the World ; and they are 
clearly ſeen, being underſiood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead : Gods eternal power and God- 
head which was before the Creating, God by his true Light Jeſus, 
hath in men made ſo much of it .known unto them, as may be 
known of God, being clearly ſeen and underſtood by the things 
that are made, God hath ſhewed it unto them, ſo that all men are 
without excuſe. They cannot plead ignorance that God hath not 
made known himſelf unto them, or that they have not known ſo 
much of God, as that they might be ſaved: for that which may 
be known of God, is manifelted, is made known in them, for 
God hath ſhewed it unto them, even his eternal power and God- 
head, And what is there more to be known of God, than is in 
his eternal power and Godhead? 

In that he hath made known his eternal power and Godhead to 
all men. God hath thereby ſhewn his love to all men. -Fobn 3. 
16 verl.. to the 2 verſ. That God ſo loved the world, that be gave 
bis onely begotten Son, that whoſoever believed in him ſhould not pes, 
riſo, but have og life: ( whoſoever, God makes no excep- - 
tion.) For God ſent bis Son not to condemn the world, but that the 
world through bimgmight be ſaved. (Gods end in ſending his Son 
was not to condemn any,one, but to fave all. ) He that believeth 
on him, is not condemned ; ( all thoſe are ſaved that believe on him) 
but be that believeth not, is condemned already, ( all thoſe that do | 
not believe on. the begotten Son of God, the true Light, they are 
already condemned, that is, preſently, while they are in that fiate 
of unbelicf. . All men as they have ſinned, are as they are in the 
ſtate of fin, under the ſentance of condemnation 3 - but Gods love 
is ſuch toman jn that he hath ſent his onely begotten Son 
to take off that ſentance of condemnation, that whoſoever did 
believe in him ſhould not be condemned, God grants to _ 
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that believe in his Son, to ſpeak after the manner of men, a Par- 
don z and fo theſentence of condemnation is taken off from them, 
and they are as if they had never been condemned : bur all thoſe 
that do not believe in his Son, they remain under 'that- ſentence of 
condemnation, and fo are condemned already 3 ) becauſe he hath 
not believed in the name of the onely begotten Son of God, ( The cauſe 
why all mh are condemned, is becauſe they do not believe in the 
Name of the onely begotten Son of God. As the name of a King 
ſignifies the power of the King, ſo the Nate of the onely begotten 
Son cf God tignifies the power of the onely begotten Son of God. 
They do not believe in his power wh is the true Light in them, 
that makes known in them, and ſhews unto them what may be 
known of God : They. do notGelieve that this Light hath power 
to ſave them, or that there is a ſuthcient power in this Light, that 
if they ſhould yield obedience to it, to fave them. ) , "And this is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, C Light is come 
into the wogld, into that world Man that God (o loved, that he 
gave his onely begotten Son, that whoſoever of that world Mar 
believed in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. God 
hath by his true_Light made known his love in them 3 and their 
condemnation is not becauſe they did not know God, or for want 
of Gods making known his love to them, ' or for. want of Gods 
making known ſo much of God to thetn, as*may be known of 
God 3 but it is becauſe Light is come into the world Man, come 
into them; ) . and men love darkneſs rather than light, is becauſe their 
deeds are evil. | For every one that doth tvil, hateth the light, ( evil 
-doers hate the Light, hate Jeſus, the onely begotten Son of God, 
whom God in his love hath ſent to ſave them ) neither cometh to 
the light, ( they will not cotne to Jeſus, the onely begotten Son of 
God, the true Light that lighteth them, that* makes known in 
them, and ſhew unto them what may be known of God, to the 
end that they may be ſaved by believing in his Name, by bclie- 
- vingin his power 3 but they will not come to him, the true Light, 
. the power of God, to ſalvation, to be ſaved by him } leſt thery e- 
vil deeds ſhould be reproved, ox diſcovered. * ' They fo love their evil 
deeds, that rather than they will have them reproyed or diſtover- 
&d, fo as to be brought to a leaytngor forfaking of them: They 
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will not come to the Light to be-f ved by the Light, thatis, to be 
faved by tlie onely ar -h San of God. © . 
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But be that doth truth, meth to the light, that bis deeds nyay be 

wade-manifeſt, that they are wrought in God, This is that which 

maketh the 'difference In. men: God makes. known himſelf in all 


that which &#to be known of God, even his eternal power and God- 


head, Gods makes known in all, he hath ſhewtd it unto-them, and 
ſo they are without excuſe. His love is to all, he gave his Son, that 
wholoever ( none excepted ) that did believe-in him, ſhould not 

riſh- He did not fend his Son to condemn the werld Man, but 
to ſave the world Man; and thoſe that believe in him, are not 
condemned, but are ſaved from the condemnation 3 and thoſe 
that believe . not, are already condemned, they are now in the 
ſiate of condemnation. And it is becauſe they have not believed 
on him » the condemnation” is becauſe Light is come into the 

World, come into ther, avd they believe not-init, but they love 
darkneſs, the works of darkneſs, evil deeds, bet:ew-than they love 
the Light. And inſtead of loving the Light thit makes known 
eviF deeds in them, they hate the Light, becauſe it diſcovers, lays 
wn, and reproves them tor 
evil deeds 3... and therefore they will not come to the Light, bur 
hate it,--- The Light in chem 'calls them to come and believe in it, 
but they will} not come and belicyt in it: And why will they noe 
comme and believe- in it? It is becauſe they love their evil deeds, 
and that cauſes them to hate the Light 3 but he that doth truth, 
that is, he that in ſincerity and-integrity of his heart, doth the 
things that God hath made known in him to be-his will that he 
ſhould obey him in, he cometh to the Light; And why doth he 
that doth truth, come.to the Light ? It is, that his deeds, his works 
may be made_ known, made manifeſt that they are wrought in 
God. He that doth truth, he that truly yields obedience to God, 
according, to what he knows of God, his hearts deſire is to bring 
all his ations and deeds to Jeſus: the-true Light of God in him, 
that thereby they. may . be made known, made minifcſt;- tmade 
truly known in him, and to him, - that they; are the works of God 
wrought in him, that is the great 'thing deſired by him that doth 
the truth, to know that all that is done i him, is done by Jeſus the 
truth in bim. ,_., F-.-.0i 40 bf! 

: 'So that the difference that. is made: in men; is of their own 
making., Gods love is general to all 3- he ſent: his Son. to fave all 
that would: believe in him 5 he hath made known his love iv all. 
They oth amp ene of ag; manifeſt in- them 3 _ 
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he bath ſhewed it timto. thern; | they ave"olegrly ſeex, being underſtood 
by the things that are made,” even bis eternal power -an4 Godbead, ſq 
that they are without excuſe. "But ſome love darkneſs rather than light, 
becauſe their deeds ave evil : and therefore they will uy come to the 
light, but are baters of #he light : Becauſe that when #bey knew God, 
they glorified hint not as God, nor were they thankful to God for whas 
God had made known of bimſe#lf'to them, but became vain in 4bejy ima- 
ginatione, Even as they tlid not like to retain God in their knowledpe, 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind,to do thoſe 1hings that-are nos 
convenient, Rom. 1,21, 28, 1 pray mark the words of the Scri- 
pture: Even as they did not like #0 retain God. in their knowledge, 
( which knowledge they once had that God had given to them af 
himſelf) God gave them over #0 a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things 
that are not convenient. ' Even, that is juſt equal alike 3 then things 
are faid to be even, when they are juſt equal alike. Here is the 
xeaſon why God'gives men over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe 
things that are evil. It is, they do not like to retain,” to 
keep that knowledge that th given to them of himſelf, and . 
to -Keepit (d as to/glorific him in that knowledge 3 and fo to glo- 
rifichim jn that knowledge, as thereby to manitelt their thankbul- 
neſs to him, -and to manifeſt their thankfulneſs by their obedience, 
in obeying God according, to what they know of him. And the 
want of this their obeying-God according to what God hath made 
known of himſelf unto them, is the cauſe why-even, juſt alike God 
gives' men over to reprobate mind; to do theſe things-'that are' 
not convenlent-y and as they are Reprobates, ſo they are condem- 
maſk 2b fi015:ly ab? | 
Others that-do the truth, they obey God in Jeſas *the truth, 
and their hearts "deſire is, that Jeſus the true Light may make 
known the truth in them and to them, that their deeds are wrought 
in God 3, and they axe lovers of the Light, and from that love that 
they have to the Light; 'and'to the- the'truth”, that is, the* 
doing of the will of God i fincerity-and integrity of their hearts, 
according as Jeſus the true Light in, then, hath made known in - 


n 
' theni what is Gods will that they: ſhould do; and /What is Gods' 


will that they ſhould not do. Theſe they bring theig deeds to the 

Light, that they may_ be made'manife, hare ki gl known in 

them, and to them that they arc wrought by Godin them: ' 
Gods love is ach to: man, #9 general to all men, as that he is 


| willing to keop man from! perithing, and is willing to men, 
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and give them cternal life: . But ſome men are not willing to 
come to Jeſus the true Light in them, although God fo loved the 
world Man, as to ſend him to that end, that whoſoever believed 
on him, ſhould not- pefiſb, but have eternal lite; yet Jeſus the 
true Light, ſaid to ſome that thought to have eternal lite in the 
Scriptures, and it was to'thoſe that were in the higheſt outward 
form of worſhipping. God, and ſaid God-was their Father, to theſc 
Jeſus ſaid, Te will not come to me, that ye might have life; John 5. 

9,40. Mans will is that which hinders man from coming to 

eſus the true Light, that they may have life, that they may be 
ſaved by* him. God does his 'part in ſending his Son into the 
World to ſaye them; and fa the Father draws them by the Son, 


and he is the true Light that li 


k , way every man that cometh into 
the World, he makes known $ love in them and to them 


and fo the Father draws them by making known his love in them. 
Can any one fay, that they haye known the Father to draw them 
to come to the Son to believe on him, fny other«way but as Jeſus 
the Son, the true Light in them hath made known the Fathers 
love to them ? And this Go hath done to all, becauſe that which 
may be,known of God, is manifeſt in them, God hath ſhewed it 
unto them. The inviſible things of him from the Creation of the 
World, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made, 
even bis eternal and Godhead. © ( Mark that!) Even bis e- 
ternal power and Godhead. And what is there more to be known 
of God, than bis eternal power and Godhead ? Dare any one (ay, 
that they know any thing more of God than what is contained-in 
his eternal power and Godhead ? And although God hath ſo ma- 
nifeſted himſelf in them, and ſhewed. him lf to them, yet they 
will not come to his beloved Son' Jeſus; the true Light, that. they 
may have life. Jeſus did not fay to them," the ſubtle Serpent, 
Satan, the Tempter, or the Devil, that they would not have them 
come to him that they might have life 3 but it was their will that 
hindered or kept them back from corving to Jeſus that they mighe 
have life: , Te will not come to me, that ye might bave life, Oh, Will! - 
Will! - that whichy brought man into fin, and fo brought death ; 
that keeps man'from coming to Jeſs the true, Light, that they 
may again have life, | | 
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To ſpeak ſomething of what 7 know f taking up 
' _ the Croſs, and to follow JESUS. 


g*9 be given up into the: will of God, to. be what. God 
will ; this is the taking up of the Croſs, and following, 
of Jeſus-z this is to be a Diſciple: of Jeſus: this is to. learn of 
Je us, and: without this, wFexr + 4n outward profeffion any may 
of how/zealous ſoever they may he in that outward profeſſhon, 
how outwardly blameleſs ſocver'they! may: live; how mach ſocver 
they may be eſteemed of by others ,., how! high efjecm eoever they 
may. have bf themſelves, as to- be the Diſciples, the Scholars, or - 
Learnersof Jclus 3-yet.if they have not. learned ſome part cf this 
Lefſon, ;to; deny-them(clves, to deny all that 'is of ſelf in them, 
which: the will is a-great part'of, :and take-up his Croſs and fol-, 
low Jeſus.” !/The: Crofs that ;Jeſas took. up, was the.Crols. to 
that will in-him,; that as he: was: man would have had the Cup 
taken from him , but he took up the Croſs to that will in pray- 
ing, Father, not. my will, but thy will be done 3 and this Croſs muſt 
all take up that will be his Diſciples, - that will leara of. him, and 
follow him in the ſpirit, and- not be knowers of, him in the fleſh, 


and followers,of him onely in the fleſh. 

8 cſus ſaid to his Diſciples, that if any man will.come after him, 
and whoſoever will come after him. muſt deny himſelf, and cake 
up his Croſs daily; apd follow him, Matth. 16. 24. Mark S. 24. 
Lwke 9. 23. pray mark the words of the Scripture , if any man. 
will, or whoſfoeyer. will, which, is as much as to fo Bn vo is pone 


'F-: have the will brought to be religned yp into Gods will, 


whoſoever that can\come after whoſoever that 
can follow Jelus, thexe is. none.w «as an of Jl of 
but they muſt fixtt deny on On wo is of ſelf in 


which will is a gyeat part of. All that is of hf robedery 

cd betore man can take. up. his Croſs and follow Jeſus: bef 

manican take u vin CR ill,” his ow Jes: bee | 
be denyed; be di Nay to, be; rebited as being, of the. Devil ; 


Refit oy Devil ond MR Re Jame4-7. Reſiſt the Tem» 
- ptations. 
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[ 967 
ptations of the will, and ſtand in obedience to Jeſus the true Light, 
and. that will which oppoleth Gods will, that will flee from you, 
it will not abide the battel with you, but it will flee from you, ic 
will vanguith, will be overcome ayd ceaſe to bg in you, as it ceaſed ' 
to be in Jeſs whenhe prayed; ſaying, O my Father, if it be poſſible 
let this cup paſs from 5 neverthnle(s, not as 1 will, but \as. thou wilt : 
And that will in Jeſus that as man would have had the cup to be 
taken from him, that will abode not the battel in him,but flee'd and 
was'vayquithed, was overcome and the Fathers-will was dons, - 

* And/{vit will be with us and in-us, if we: will with the Light 
of Jeſus in us, that light that! is: in us, and. it is {6 irr us that ic 


wouldfave-us from ſin; fave us from the doing of eur own wills, 
it we woul#'Þy the: help and affiftanice of the power'of- that Jeſus, 
the Eight in is) refilbehe temptations of the will, : in 


the power of that Light; © Jeſus, believe in his: Naniey believe-in: 
thar poWtr which is the love' of God tous 3 iris: theGolpeh of 
Gogs, th&'gooe tidings of! God, the power-of God to-Salvation, 
which is wide known ins. - If we will -believe - in-the-name of 
thi Jets the true Light, belicve-in the powerab the Light in/tts, 
that thit Fight,” that-power 'of: God, thav Golpel, !'that making. 
known bf ods tove-toug, dm us,' that itts.thatidnd that gnely ! 
tharis aleto ſave us; is able tokeep us'toſgvationzirand ({o-by:ic- 
tobe fayed From the temptations\of- our -0wn wills! This will: 
ves from the ' terriptations-of 'bus own. wills; and fo.fave us 
from, the condemnation that- is-due+to us for ourfns: which we 
commit in yielding to © our: own/ wills: The: believing; in the 
name of the onely begotten Son! of God, in the-power:of the-truc 
Light jr? us, which'is the onely-begotten- Yori- of-God,/ which all 
thofe that do not believe in the name of this trae'Light- in-them, 
in the-power of that Light in- ther, which is ghe-onely-begotten. 
Son of Gbd; they*are #lready condemned 3 theyure(whiledhey arc 
ont of thit believirig ir? the'name; eÞ rhe onely: Son.of 
God) jn'the? fiare<F condirhovrio tor their Mins,” :Fobs 3- 
n theddjfig of thhiv owes wil and (oaktinoviiuthe = 


18; and arc in | Av Ww1 

raking'up of the Cidls; which is notgnely ro betakoniupy that is 
ro {xy,/once'at}U'n6 triore; ornow and{ then; as fora umati once td 
ſay he took pp .his Croſs, he croſſed; heſaid/Nayyrohivown will 
| he once the once overcamethis own will; he once fol- 


lowed Ftſns'; of.to _ tits; hietaok up-hisCrofd, he ſome- 
+ iownwily, he dmiethtics vanquiſhed: audiover- 


- =came 


Cl. TE 
came his dwn-will 4 this :{s not'tnowgh to be a Diſciple, aFol- 
lower of Jeſus, a-Scholas, a Learner of Jeſus, buthethat will be 
a Diſciple, a Follower, a Scholar, a Learner of Jeſus,he mult daily, 


that. is, coniſtantly deny himſelf, take up his Crals and follow Je- 
ſus. - As Jeſus taught his Diſciples to 7 day by day for their 


daily bread, {o they are to pray - V will be done in 
earth-@ it is. in heaven : They are da by day. pray that Gods 


will be:done, in their carthy bodies, Sets y day to take up their 
Croſs and follow Jeſus 3 day by day, every day daily” Jeſus took up 
the Groſs to his will as man, he faid Nay to that will that was in 
him as man;he vanquiſhed and overcame that will he had as*man, 
and.day by day daily he did the will of the Father, as he was the 
onely-begotten Sorvof the Father 3 and if ary man, and whoſoever 
will come after him, will follow him , he muſt takeiup his Croſs 
to his will, he maſt croſs his will, he muſt fay- Nay to his will,” he 
muſt vanquith and overcome his will , and this muſt not be done 
bnce; or at ſame times, but daily, conſtantly, day by day, e- 

day; 'and that is to take up/the Crols and follow Jeſus, fol- 

low that which ſaves from fan 5 that it is tobe a Scholar, a Lear-: 
ner of that Light Jefus in us; that isin us, and it is-2 gift of God. 
given-unto us, | and thatao that very eng, to fave us from fin, 
to ſave-us from the doings of owir own , and to reſtore us 
to the doing of Gods will, and to keep us in the doing of the Fa- 
yaw yer wembey Fura- God, and notes the created fon 
o Dodwhd Gllfrom chic doing of Goderwill; A made. in 
Gods e, which-the begotten Son of God cannot from the 
doing, ob will z he finheth not ; nor can he'fin, becanſethe 


feed of God remains in. bim, abides in him 3 and he cannot. fan, - 


becauſe he is boxn of God. [That which is born of God cannot 
lin, and whoſoever does not 'bear his Croſs and, come to Jeſus, 
follow:Jefus,- cannot bt his Difciple; Buck 344 275: 'Eboxd is'ho 
ey Diſciple, a Scholar, a Exavner of Jeſs; without bearing of 

his Czoſs; without coming to Jefusy without following-of Jeſus 
—_—_ bat they may' be::che afd- 
Followers of | Jeſus, and, yet not follow thoſe that _ up- 
on.themfelves to bethe Dilliples and: Bellowerbof 

' The Twelveforbade one catiing out Deviis/in : Name; be-' 


exuſe he did noe follow-tham, but Jeſus rebulred them for it, Gy- 


ing, 'Fordid hin not! > fur bd that jawct; 26544 forts 3 and none” 
could do miracles WW Da hae 
3v. 


= 
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39, 40. Hethat cafteth out Devils'in himſelf, he that takes up'the 
Croſs to his own will; he is a Follower of Jeſus; -a Diſciple, a 
Schokr, a Learner of Jeſus within him, that faves him from fin, as 
was fle that the Twelve met with that caſt out Devils in Jeſus nawe, 
in the power of Jeſus in him 3; and yet the Twelve forbade him. to 
caſt ont Devils in Jeſus Name , in the power of Jeſus , becauſe 
he followed not ther}, | he. gave not honour to them ,” to follow 
them , to come after them , and therefaxe it was that they 
did not regard that he was a follower of Jeſus, and that he 
was for Jeſus, and did 'miracles in his Name 3 they regarded more 
their own honour to be followed by him , than they minded the 
honour of Jefus., who he honoured and followed, and was for 
Jeſus, and-yet they: forbade him to caft.onut Devils'in: Jeſus:Name 
who was'on Jeſus part, and could not lightly, ealily, readily ſpeak 
evil of Jeſus; and yet'in their own wills. for a (elF-end of their 
own , becauſe he followed not them, gave not- them the honour, 
they forbade him to caſt out Devils in Jeſus Name; and-ſuch a 
one L have known forbidden to declare to others what God'Hath 
madeknown to him, that ſo as an inſtrument in. Gods- harid he 
miglit'be as ameans to caft out the Devils that entred into man 
by the ſubtilty of the Sggpents felt in man; in and by declaring to 
others Gods goodneſs to him , how God hath made known the 
ſubtile Serpent to him, and how he hath known God to caſt out 
the' ſubtile t:that ruled in' him '4in 'an outward: form and 
ſhew'ofgodlinets, and ſuch a one |. have known forbidden toide- 
clare to others'Gods goodnels to him, and forbiddew by thoſe-that 
have profefſed' that they have been. ſent 'of Jeſus to: caſt out 
Devils as was the Twelve 3 and why ?. becauſe he followed not 
_ , he gave not them the honour they defired and' ' expe- 
ed. 01 ©: 3, ; | 3% 20lati ' 

But he or they,let;them be who they- will;that does, not take up 
his Croſs and follow- Jeſus, is noe worthy of him; Matti 10. 39. 
Where the Croſs to mans /own will is not" taken'up, where all 
th is of man is not denyed , where mans will is not become a 
nothing, and no wilt known but what is-religned and given up in- 
to the will of God ; where there. is a love to-avy thing cmoze than 
to Jeſus; «love th any thing more-than to that which': ſaves from 
tin, krthem have never.fo near, never: fo much familiar 'acquain- 
tance with an outward Jeſus; as the Twelve had withithe: out- 
ward man Jeſus, who met with one caſting out Devils in Jeſus 
ww ame, 


[99 ]. 
Name, in Jeſus power, or the.power of og 
rey Sven becauſe he didnot follow thin, what are th 
better for their familiar acquaintance with 't > twatd* | 
ſus ?- Did that make them worthy of ch& fawin an, Jeſus - and 
waghc any thing at all-the leſs a as of Jeſus ; the leſs a fol- 
lower of that which ſaveth from ſin, the leſs worthy of the inward 
man Jeſus, becauſe they forbade him' to. caſt out Devils in Jeſus 
Name, in efus power ? and were not they the leſs the followers 
of Jeſus, tor torbidding of him to'calt out Devils in Jeſus Name 
and that becauſe he did not follow them? When they forbade, 
him to caſt out Devils in Jeſus Name, and that hecatſe he did not 
fallow them , wr dba ay up, Th vows to their own 
.in the bearing t ow us,"an mo t 
lh to be meek and lowly in themGivts > And ho 
LIE bat lefſori'of Jeſus, to'be meek and Towly i ip hl 
ſelves, -felf their own wills*have gbtten to be. ſo high'i \h 
thetn, as to-forbid one to caft out Devilt in Jeſus Name ,' 
that; was for Jeſus, and could not have ſpoken evil of 
Jcſus, and forbid him to caſt out-Devils s Name, and 
cauſe he followed not them, he gave not joriout 
they. >. And if they. had kiriown ' the'Death and Reſur- 
reQion Fats within them, could they in that knowle@&ge have 
f one to caſt out ULevils in Jeſus Name, becauſe he gave 


not thery. the honour of following of them ? 
the ,Twelvethen had a ann inf ind _ he 
mold and wot 


any than a knowing of J« don by 
' | ; n 
know, they did. riot believe inh Hay hn The os [28 the 


Scriptures o frat in many places' t Nees 7 Jefus Hake of 
his going to Jeruſalem, and to ſuffE&r, Peter re him, MY. 16.. 
21,22. A hen' Mary Magdalene, out of roar fs ki Ki 
ſeven Devils, told them chat he was. rifen, 'and 'fhe hid fer Him, 

they did not believe her 3 and after that he appeared to tw 
and they told the reſt that he was rift; ahd* they believed them 
not.z' and then he appeared to the Eleven, and upbraided.them for 


their / unbclicf, Mk 16.; And ſeveral other” places of peripege. 
ard is'to the the purpoſe, that although inthe time of Jeſuy 


ag With them in Fe fleſh , - ard of that _ Icquaintante .. | 
we Ig with him, 'and that paper that he oo i of 


him. is 


calting out of Devils, yet they 0 then knowers 


* 
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fleſh, and followers of him. inch fleſh ,; and they' id not know | 
him jn his Death and Reſurxecion in themſelves RR IS 
cir 


not denyed rang ya rF; their own wi 

Croſs to all that was of fclf, their own wills in them; an 
thence it came that they (ceing one caſting out Devils in. 
Name: and becaule he follow'd not themghat was the very r7 S000 
and reaſon why they forbade him, it was becauſe he followed 

them z and they in forbidding of him gid not foflow Jeſus becauſe 
they had not taken up the Croſs to their own wills. 

Solomon {aid true in what he ſaid, that thereis nothing new, what 
it was, apd what it was, is; ſo that now it is from the lame Know- 
ledge and familiar acquaintance that ſome now have of us af- 
ter the dclh, and inthe. knowledge 20d acquaintance wi im he 
bathſent them forth, and given the power to caſt ut Devils3 [and 
they, as the Twelve did, mecting one gaſting out Devils in Jeſus 
Name, they forbid him, and that beggule he followed not than ; 
ard thoſe that do.ſp, they .are- inthe ſtate the Twelve wete in, 
they knew pot the, Neath and .ReſurreRion of Jefy: Bog ol 
the Death and Re jon of Jeſus is kn 
taken up tothcir awn wills, to. that j is of if lp Biug wv wil 
be of Pawls mind , Some indeed preach Chriſt even of 

nan 


and ſome alſo of good will; the one Laps th Chriſt of conten 
fincerely, ſuppoſing to add afflifiions to ds, but the ather 
knowing that I one or tis th wag of the Falpe!; A ſins 4 -_ 
hen carry 2%, Te popeimirgg Av, 52-hfy 
'* 
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had taken vp the Croſs ac his own will, nd did follow Jcſus, 

the pqwsr of his Death and ReſurreQion in. him, and 


that, made him xcjoyce, yea, and he would rcjoyce in that Chriſt 


was preached every way, whether in pretence, or in pr ga 

the pretenders of preaching Chrilt, preaching him out of envy and 
arith ;and not fincerely thinkin thereby to add affliction to his 
bonds, yet he rejoyced and would rejoyce in that Chriſt was prea- 
ched: This was a great way diſtant and. differing from the 


Twelve, forbidding ane to caſt out Devils, in Jelys Name, and that 


| becauſe he did not follow them. 


When clas eames to be fs known and followed in the ls, 
and tore known and followed i the ſpirit, then/there will 

that as every man hath received the gift, cyenſo to miniſter 

the 
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that God in al} 4 may be: glbei iſt; to 
whiom'be praife* nd dominion for ever:Ameng » Pet. 4, 10, 11, 
Such a'tirge a3 this Þ believe will coma/although through my our- 
wart age t _—_ tive in the body to.ſce it; yet ow: dvr fee it 
by tle the of 


by and it 1/.depart this life! before; that day 
ſhattdicgy the belief of it ; Thar there ſhallbe 2 time when: Je. 
fos (halt be leſs known , and lefs followed; in the flefls than he is 
naw, und:more known and: followed in'the Spiric thin now he is. 
Andthar"there (halt not be ſomuch, ip and: power uſed over 
- one another as now there is amongſt t are. the diſciples of 
when” the Twetve mmeo one © caſting. out Devik in Jeſus 
Name, and forbade him becauſe het: cot them-3. bug there 
fhalt-be a crue fi gf Jeſus: and obeying hiscommand iri thoſe 
that arc great 1, in that they wiſknot do as the Kings 
of the Gentiles did ife Lordſhip one over_another,, but - he 
thavis great among them{hall/ be as the younger. 'and&<e'thit is 
chief as fie thardorh: aridgefiat-is to be like Jeſus, who was 
amodgft his Diſciples as he that ſepveth' , Lake'2%. 25,26, 27, 
When this day comes the high-places will be taken down within 
and iMf6 without , What high places were there cither within os 
without for rfien'to get up- in whert the les and others: firft 
preached the Death'and RefurreRion of Jetus? andthe power of 
God' went forth- then wondertully:in reaching the wienels of God 
in'therm that head” them, - althoaghv their words were not many. 
And what high places were there either within or-without for men 
topet'up/in, whenthoſe called Quakers came firkt forth like poor 
filly men; and here and there fpake a few words, as they met with 
pedpſe/* And how then 'went' the power of God forth withthem 
reading the witneſs of God in many<that wet to ſee what man- 
ner of men they were? as my felf wasones:/ 2.11 :, 

Þ believe there will come a time when-the Difciples,the, follow- 
ers of 'Jefas (hall know what it was that Jeſus did when he walked 
his Diſciples feet , which Peter when he did-it did not know what 
he did,” and yet Peter' (aw! him waſh and wipe the outward feet 
of ſore before he came to him to walk hisfedt. And Peter look 
ig; upory it but-onely as-an outward a& , and: ſawinot-then. the 

4070's | Q 2 yt ſpiritual 
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[102] . 
ſpiritual: meaning of it, but looking upon /it aan outward aR, he 
thought it. was not a fitting thing for Jeſus; his Loxd and" Maſtes, 
to waſh his feet 3 but Jeſug.tells.chem,/ that although be was theie 
Lord and Maſter, -he hgd waſhed'their feet, -ynd/he did it- to that 
very end, | to give them an Example that they ſhould do to others 
as he had'done,to them, and'that it was a duty: that. they. ought * 
to waftb dneamothers feet, Jahn 13. When and where this duty 
i3-praQiſed;:there all Lordly, and "Maſterly power is caſt down, 
there i$no extrciling of authority over others, thereis.g knowing 
what it:is' to take up the Croſs to their own Wills; ' follow 
the Example of Jeſus. Which waſhing of: feet was:another thi 
than the waſhing of the outward feet :. tor althnugh Peterchen/ 
ſo much outward. familiar rs jr pO wr, gy i8i the fle(b, 
yet ie: knew. not the meaning of it,; although he had een; ſtr 
forth by Jefus to-preach and cafi outDevils, ; (-as others now. may 
be.) | but Peter ſhould know afterwards| the meaning of if. , And 
Peter did afterwargs know the meanirig.gh it,- when he knew the 
Death. and:R of Jclus, which:then- he: did not; know 
nor belicve the: and, ReſureeQi Jeſus, i when, Jeſus 
wathetthe outward fect of his Diſciples-.; when Peter came 
ro-rhat knowledge that Pau! -ſpgaks of, MFGor. 5: 16. Henreforth 
know we- no man after the fleſh : yea, though we have known Chriſt 
after the fleſh, yet henceforth know we bins, no more.., 'c / = 

When and where this knowledge is of khowing no man after 
the fleſh, . not the knowing of Chriſt aſtex «he fleſh, there.'is the 
knowing what: it is to waſh one anothers feet 3 which Peter did - 
not know, while he knew Chrilt after: the..fleſb 3, which knows» 
ledge:canuot'be-meant:the outwasd feet beingiwalked , - for then 
Peter would have known what. Jeſas had done when. he waſhed 
the Diſciples outward feet z but it was the-waſhing of thoſe fees, 
which if Jeſus did not 'dofor them, they had. no partin-him :. And 
then Peter who had before.denied Jefus to wall his feet, now ras 
cher thanthe-would-toſe his part in him; would have not andy hig 
feet waſhed, but his hands and his head 3 byg Jclas told him, he 
thats waſhed needeth not fave to waſh his feet, but is clear eve- 
ry-whit z that is, the feet'that is the duty'of the Diſciples, the Fol- 
lowers-of: Jeſus, that they arc to beas loftraments in Gods havd tg 
waſh bre forvandther / it is that or /.thoſe; feet that makes them 
clean every white . That 'part'of the bddy that God had (aid the 
Serpent (bould*bebiſe; that, part Jeſus waſht, and. left it as an Exy 

1 ample 
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amy and Command for his Diſciples to follow 3 read it in the 


yitery 'whs can. - 
gh is thetdrfon which the whole body is barn up, they 
are thoſe” ppon which the body walks/4hey are next the Earth; 


theſe SeeathoFnd made las the whole bady is clean;' and 
ſo they | repreſent or*frg\ire'mans —_— obedience to God ; 


which. as ah Inſtrument in Gods hind,” the new Creature in us 
moves and walks ypon the feer of obedience in us3 which if our 
obetfence be tot walhed and made clean by Jefus, we can have 
no parti Feſus's tWat'is;it what we do in obedience to the oat- 
ward\'Command' of God, be not the work- of Jeſus in ns, we have 
no part in Jeſus: And'miirtheing waſhed and made clean in that 


part of him, 'that is pin-his walking in obedience to Gods by Jeſus 
lr life of che new Otcature in man,” he ved ro uveay 
) of trade eldar; butt clea every whit. Man'in this 
bis ip $ iii dbedience-t6 Got;/he ereads.upon the ea part 
Rs very ready toidkesveto the-feet of his wa in 
mgm hu neo and 'fo to defile ther, the God hath 


\ th pre pontien or wo of the woman, hurt or hinder 


or'working of the Spirit of Jeſus in 
ter 6 7\the-feeri of es walking in obedience to 
God, ek ww Cicatore in man, -may be (aid, as In a 


Ik ard ttovehupon/iti obedience to-God, as Jeſus.the 
——_— new*-Creature 5: -andifo as Our obedience i is from 
the mbvings and ftirringg of the new'Creature in us, which moves 
and en the carthy/part in 'us5 and/ſoas the carthy petr 
in us cleaves to'the feet of te in us; fo comes the teet/to be 
defiled and made unclean: + as Feſus Hath waſhed and: made 
clean the feet of 'obedience in'any; and keeps themviclean in the 
walking in obedience to God 4 it is their duty, and they are'to 
follow the Example of Jefus* That if they fee in any that the Ser- 

t hath bruiſed che heel} of "the ſeed'- of the woman- in thera, 
har is, in'their'watkl ng apot} the'carthy part in-them; any. part of 
the' Earth hath boned to their" feet, whereby they-are polluted or 
defiled 3 "ther! it is their duty, - as" Inftruments-in' Gods hand, to 
waſh ad make clean the feet of goo that any fee ſo polluted or 
defited. 
And this is wit God by the' Apolte mad: If any man 
be overtaken in's fault; yea which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch a one in the 


Pirir of meckneſr, confidering "by Jef le thou (0 be tempted. Bear * 


- 


4 
JB 


Tro4ſ | | 
ont another burthent, aud {0 the | Law of Ghrift; Oub.Ge I, 2. 
Which is as much as to ay, - —_— by Eo 
'Serpent; hath defſedhig an 
fanle,the carthy part on; whichhe walked 
hath cleaved ta His feet of- obcdienceiand bath. 
that are fpiritual, -yea that land. in-your obedi 
-of ſJefus in-youz:who hath waſhed your feet 3 v IE of 
thoſe-that-arc polluted, refiors)ſucts a my in Qt 
cleaty: wathmg-ah obedience © Jeſusy, Apis ip ae pune 
-mecrkrie(s, in:z low and meck ſpirit not. logding; is,over 
ms tmeekoets 2nd lbwlinels of mind, as if.thou wert - 
vant tothe, attending upon-them-ro.that/ very <_g 3 conl ing 
thy (cif; leſt thon alſo. be tempted, leſt thou-alſo fall 
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wer which ſome in their wills, becauſe they have, efus 
och Sell naties hgh Peng = call gut, Cvils 
they have taken upon them to condemn. 
the Witneſs of God in their Ces Te Luk 


acquitted and cleared, theey ©; Fs me power 
be thrown down, anda Croſs-taken yp.ta, that Will, and KT 
when and where this duty. of wathing one anothers feet, is known 
_ and pradtifed; then when thee-is indeed Such a thing done fag 
by the . feet of obedience: is pqllated+ orig 

thoſe irr whom:the Lordly and Maſigily; rs ns * 4 
Croſs taken up” toi that-Lordly ayd, ry aly,VVill mn them: that 
was ready. to run.out in judging and paſſing ſcntence upon others, 
becauſe their teet of obedience have; been, polluted, and, by the 
{ubcilry of the Serpents temptations they have been overtaken in 
'@ fault : Inſtead of running/upon-them, and) paikng (entence- up- 
on then, there will be a; Spirit of mecknels,.gentlegels, | forbear- 


ance, love, long ſuffering, pity and compaſlin uſ d tg __, the 
thereby 
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* theitby40be as Lpfttiriionty:in Gods hand to. wah the feet of 
fuelva on8/te recover, 0 reftore; arid bring (ich a-bne again; into - 
obetliene&tGod, as nbt knowing how {ſoon you that now end, 
may by'theilike po mewn Andithisfl [telieve men will 
come mexetintg'the pradtice of) as they come:40 know what it is 
to take'npthe Erols co: their own Wills and: to:follow Jeſus 4 and 
not be likeſthe- Diſciples -of Chriſt,' that, would have had fre to 
come down from Heaven upon theſethatwould not -retaini\them, 
who knew: notwhat fpirits: they themſelves ware of 3-and; yet had 
known Chriſti and had followed Feſus int the ficlk, and; bad 
predched and eaft our Devils; -andryce/knew-not what it was for 
Jelu$'to waſh theirfeet; nor; what it:was 45/walh the; feet of 0+ 
chorpt0"andirhcretoretgiad no patience to- bear with them that 
chem;] that would:nex take in and. believe 1 
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ing Age that we live in, tha 


theheart of man; by the ſubtitty of the Serpenss {cif in man, and 
that under a form of Religion, and thereby the Devil perlwades 
man"thatihe {hall thereby: come'ro belike God 3 and declaring 
how he hath in' Jelus's/Name”,"by-the power of Jeſus the true 
Light in him, refitted-and/caft-out the Devilcin his temptations 3 
and detiving: thenpito havs a eare thac they benot deceived by the 
temptations of the ſubtilty of the Serpents ſelf'in shem, under an 
outward form of Religion, and'of being like God; as Adam was, 
and himſelf had experienced; / They have judged theſe wards 
( or. words {ſpoken to that purpoſe} oritedding, to:the ſame effect, 
in —_ the ſubtiley of the Serpents (lt in mauyin anoute 
ward form of Worſhip, and how tht Serpentin choſe temptations 
might be refiſted and overcome ):to be (polttn from 4 wrong Spi- 
_ ric, and ſo would make the. Devil tobe /a dividing of his King- 
dom'z and fo if:Chritts words be tzue; : they wobld make the De- 
vil tobe a throwing down thts Kingdom : for-he faid to thoſe zca- 
lous Profeſlors that thought thernlelves better than others, when 
they ſo/ judged of him, thats he catt:out Devils by Beelzebub the 
Prince of Devils, that'a Kingdom divided-cannot ftand:;, And if 
3 Satan 
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Satan cafi oul Devils, he is divided again bimſel6 3 and how then 
can / his Ki ſtand? Mat. 12244 rn Jeſus; binkjs 
meets with the like dealing-from. the like: 

ſors. And he told his: that ob ſetter te broker 
the maſter, nor the ſervant above the [ard--;. It is enough for the: diſci- 
plethat be be as bis maſters; aiid the ſervant" as his-lord © "if they have 
called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub,' how ninch on Jo they call 
then of tbe borſhold' 2: Mat. T0. 24, 25. 

But that which made then judge that the words were not ſpo- 
kew by a true Spirit, was this (as hath been ſeveral times' exprefied 
by! then) that is becauſe the words ſpoken they did not tecl'them 
th reach to the'witneſs of God in them, or theſeed of God ihe 
atad'rherefore they: yodped them not to: be fpoken-byche-true 
of Jeſus in hinvthar ſpake ther! —_— 
thing butdened or troubled'in them when thoſe words 
ker; and yet they could not denybut chat/he might:fpeakh 
he knew to be the work of God "in him', and that his words 
were true; 'arid that his life: was arfrtrablatuhis words\ but bee 
cauſe they:did notfcel his: wordk to reach to the witnels of-- God 
in thetn;or- the Seed of God in themz1 bur: there was ſoiffething 
troubled =2nd burderid in thiers wherthry/heard: thoſe-words fpo- 
ken,therefore it was thatthey judged itn wrockakels nexfuby 
a wrong Spirit. © 74 

I pray mark the Argument, beexuſe, the Seed of Godin th 
the witneſs of God inthem-was not reach'd to by the words ſpoken 
therefore they III it; and why muſt 
they be ſpoken by a wrong Spirit , 'is ſome thing was trou- 
bled or burdened withirs them by thoſe words ſpoken : and there- 
fore that which was troubled or burdened in them by thofe words 
being ſpoken, mult bg the ſeed of God-in ther, or 'the witnels of 
God in them, that mult be'the thing troubled orburdened in-them 
by thoſe words; ' 

Oh the mytiery of deceit that lieth ſecretly hid in the heart of 
man by the ſubtilty of the Serpent fclt-wil} in man ! who'will not 
bring their deeds to the light ro be made} manitcft? who will not 
bring their deeds tothe truth that the true Light: hath .made 
known in the Scriptures, ' tobe thereby judged whether they be 
true or falſe ?* bur do talk of.a.Light/in-thema, and to. walk by: the 
Light, and yet” do things and judge of things contrary to: whac 
the np makes known'to-be true, -which' was given forth by 
the 
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the true Light : © For by the Seriptures there is nothing more plai- 
ner than that it is the duty of all to make. known to others what 
God hath made known of himſelf tochem in his great work of (a- 
ving of man from the ſubtil:y of the Serpent, by whoſe temptation 
man was brought to {in, brought to diſobey God. But this ma- 
king known what Godghath made known of himſelt in faving 
from tin, this, ſay they, was ſpoken by a wrong Spirit ag the 
reaſon why it mult be ſo, that it was ſpoken by a wrong Spirit, is 
becauſe they did not feel the words ſpoken to reach the feed of 
God, or the witneſs of God in them; and becauſe there was 

, fomething in them that was troubled or burdened by hearing thole 
words ſpoken, and that they fay is the ſeed of God in them. And 
it they had faid it/had been the ſeed of the Serpent in them that 
had been troubled, they had ſpoken more truer, and agrecable to 
the teſtimony of the Scripture. 

Mat. 16. 21, 22, 23. Jeſus tells his Diſciples, that he muſt go 
to Feruſalem, and ſuffer many things, and be killed, and be raiſed again 
the third day. What is this, but a making known to them what 
God the Father had made known to him that he was to do for 
the ſaving of man from the ſubtilty of the Serpent, who by his 


temptations had cauſed man to tin? Dare any one beſo wicked . 


as.to ſay, that Chriſt -did not fpeak this by the true Spirit, bur 
it was a wrong, Spirit in Chritt that ſpake it? I ſay, dare any be 
{o wicked as to ſay ſo? . And yet theſe true words of his did not 
reach to the ſecd of God in Peter z and yet Peter was troubled, 
there was ſomething in Peter that was oppreſſed and burdened 
with the hearing of Jeſus ſpeakivg of theſe words. And none 
can reaſonably believe, but that Peter thought and believed that 
that which was truubled and burdened by theſe words (poken by 
Jeſus, was ſomething in hin that was good, ſomething in him 
that loved Jeſus z which Peter might, as ſome others have done, 
think that it was the ſecd of God in him that was troubled and 
burdened at what Jeſus ſpake : And that made him take the bold- 
nels upon him, as to take Juſus to: him, 'and began'to rebuke bim, 
ſaying, Be it far from thee, Lord : this ſhall not be \unto thee.” And I 
pray what was this in Peter that was ſo troubled and burdened in 
Peter at what Chriſt had ſaid ? ' Was it not Peter's Willi him, 
which was contrary to Gods Will ? This Willof Peter's that was 
thus troubled and burdened, that lay uppermottin Peter, and that 
was that which hindered in. DR words, thatthcy did 
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not -rcach the ſeed of God in Pete: the ſubtilty of the Serpents 
{elf in Peter, deceived him. He having been a Diſciple, a follower 
of Jc{us, and having preached the Kingdom of Heaven is atthand, 
and had power to heal all manner of Diſcaſes, and to caſt our De- 
vils, and had given that teſtimony of Jeſus that he had the words 
of eternal life; might not Peter, who had done all this, think that 
Jeſus ſpake by a wrong Spirit, becauſe he faund his words to be 
a trouble and burden to him ? Peterhe did fo think that he ſpake 
by a wrong Spirit, and that is plain by the Scripture ; for he be- 
gan to rebuke Jeſus for what he had ſaid, and told him in his re- 
buking of him, that that ſhould not be done to Jeſus, that _ . 
had ſaid ſhould be done to him.” -And ſo he makes Jeſvs to ſpeak 
alye 3 And.what is that leſs, than to tell Jeſus that he did not 
{peak thoſe words by the true Spirit ? For it Peter had believed 
that they had been {poken by a true Spirit, Peter would have be- 
lieved the words would prove true; and he would not have gone 
about to reprove him for ſpeaking true words by the true Spirit : 
but Peter did not believe the words to be true; and going about 
to reprove him for ſpeaking of them, it is plain that Petey believed 
they were ſpoken by a wrong Spiritz when it was the lying Spi- 
rit in Peter that reproved Jelus for ſpeaking the truth. And Pe- 
ter's rebuke was made up of nothing but lyes, and that made Je- 
ſus call him Satan, and told him he was an offence to him : for he 
favoured not of the things that be of God, butthoſe things that be 
of men 4 that was, he ſavoured not the things of God, the doin 
Gods will which was to be done by Jeſus going to Feruſalem, _, 
© (uffer many things of the Elders, Chiet Prielisand Scribes, and 
to be killed, and be raiſed again the third day. ( See who they 
were that Jeſus ſuffered under; it was under thoſe that were high 
in an outward form of worſhipping God.) And as Peter (avou+ 
xed not the things of God, the having of Gods will done, to he 
did favour the things of men, he favoured the having of his own 
will done: for it was a.will of Peter's own which he had not taken 
up the Croſs to, that would not that Jefus ſhould do what was 
Gods will in him that he ſhould do : And it was this will of Pe- 
ter's that was contrary to the will of God, that was troubled and 
and burdened at Jeſus's words, when Jeſus ſpake the truth 3 and 
_ __ will of his own that = I Jeſus ſpake 
e words by a wrong Spirit : for he made Jeſus a lyar, ſaying, 
that it qc be as Jeſus had ſaid, And in this will, in this 
wrong 


ms irit, in this Satan, in this Devil, Peter undertook to re- 
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buke Jcſus for ſpeaking the truth that he had reccived of the Fa- 
ther 3 as to my knowledge others have done the like. . 
And further, to makeit more manifeſt that it is a lying and de- 
ceitful Spirit which worketh in the Will, that pcr(wades to believe 
that thoſe things that are true which be ſpoken, are ſpoken by a 
wrong Spirit 3 and all the rcaſon that is given why it muſt be ſo, 
that it is ſpoken by a wrong Spirit, is becauſe it does not reach 
the ſeed of God invthem, but they tind a burden, a load oppreſſing 
them, and it is a great trouble to them to hear thoſe words ſpo- 
ken. And if this were true, then Jeſus, in the time that he had 
lived upon the Earth, ſpake many times by a wrong Spirit, in 
that it did not reach the ſeed of God in his Diſciples. Mark 1 4. 
27 veil. to 31 veil. Feſus ſaith to his Diſciples, All ye ſhall be offen- 
ded becauſe of me this night : for it is written, I will ſmite the ſhep- 
herd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered. But Peter ſaid, Although all 
ſhall be offended, yet will not T. Jeſus ſaith unto bim, This night, 
before the —__ twice, thou ſhalt deny me thrice. But he fpake the 
more vehemently, If I ſhould die with thee, I will not deny thee in any 
wiſe. - Likgwiſe alſo ſaid they all. 1 pray obſerve the words of the 
Scripture , Jeſus had told them, that that night they ſhould be all 
offended becalſe of him 3 and he proves the truth of it by Scri- 
pture: for it was written, I will ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſhcep 
ſhall be ſcattered. What Jcſus ſpake, was the truth he had recei- 
ved from the Father. And did he not ſpake theſe words by the 
true Spirit? Ard yet this did npt reach the ſecd of God in them, 
ſo as to believe he ſpake true : And therefore how could they be- 
lieve that Jeſus ſpake theſe words by the true Spirit ? yea, by their 
own anſwers it did appcar, that they all believed that he ſpake 
them by a wrong Spirit, becauſe they al} ſaid, that ſhould not be 
true that Jeſus had ſpokep 3 Jeſus had ſaid, that they ſhould be 
all offended becauſe of him that night, and the truth of that Scri- 
pture ſhould be fulfilled that night, that the Shepherd ſhould be 
ſmitten, and the Sheep ſcattered. Peter who had at another time, 
ſome difiance of time between before that time, began to rebuke 
him for ſpeaking ſomething to that purpoſe, he does not riow re- 
prove Jeſus for ſpeaking the truth 3 but he again contradicts him 
tor ſpeaking the truth, and tells him, that what he had {poken, 
ſhould not be done : for although all ſhould be offended becauſe 
ef him, yet would not he. And when Jeſus told him that that 
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before the Cock crew twice, he ſhould deny bim- thrice 3 


deny thee, Likewiſe alſo ſaig they all. That is, all of them faid, 
as Peter had (aid, that they would not be offended becauſe of him 
that night; and before they would dety him, they would die 
with Him. As Peter in his own Will had reſolved to do, fo had 
they reſolved in their Wills to do. I pray what hindred the true 
words ſpoken by Jeſus, that it did not reach the ſced of God in 
them ? Was it becauſe they were ſpoken by a wrong Spirit? Or 
was it hot becauſe their own Wills lay uppernfdſt in them, above 
the feed of God in them, and ſo made ſuch a feparation as that 
the words ſpoken by Jeſus could not reach the ſeed of God in 
them? Was it not their own Wills in them, that would not have 
them to be offended becauſe of him that night, being it was Gods 
will that it ſhould be fo, and God had cauſed the Prophets to fore- 
tel the (ame? But there was in them all a Will oppoſing the Will 
of God 3 and that Will of theirs, was that which hindred that Jc- 
tus's true words ſpoken by the true Spirit, that they did not reach 
the ſeed of God in themy, and this Will of theirs @vas troubled 
and burdened by the words ſpoken by Jeſus. 

What might not this Will fay in them? or they day in this 


Will ? 
Jeſus, 


What ſhall I, that have been a Diſciple, a Follower of 
that have been ſerit by him to preach the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven is at hand, have had power to heal all manner of Diſcaſes, 
and to calt ouf Devils, and have had my outward feet lately waſh- 
ed by him, and that night reccived of him that which is common- 
ly called the Sacrarpent of his Body and Bloud 3 and what (hall I 
now be offended becauſe of this Jeſus that hath done (o much for 


me ? 


No, I will not be offended : no, rather than I will be offen- 


ded becauſe of him, I will fir{t die with him. This Will of theirs 
that was not willing that Gods Will ſhould be done in them, this 
Will of theirs was burdened and troubled in hearing Jeſus ſpeak 
thoſe true words, That that night they ſhould be alLoffended be- 


. cauſe of him. And from this ſtrong fle{hly love and affe&ion 


that they had to the fleſhly Body of Jelus; might they not think, as 
others have done, that it was ſomething in them that was good, 
ſomething in them that was of God, that was troubled and bur- 
dened at you ſpeaking of the true words by the true Spirit ? 
When indeed, and in truth, that which wa#burdened. and troubled 


at Jeſus's true words ſpoken by the true Spirit, it was nothing 
but 
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but the fleſhly will of theirs, in which will-they oppoſed the will of 
God (as others have done in this kndwing Age.) How were theſe 
deceived by the ſubtile Serpents ſelf their own wills in them, who 
hog been ſo much with Jeſus, and had received ſo much from Je- 
ſas, and yet had not taken up the Croſs to their own wills , but 
were in the Knowing of Jeſus after the fleſh, and followers of Jeſus 
after the fleth, and were ignorant of his Death and Reſurrection in 
them | 

Luke 18. 31, 52, 33, 34+ Then took be unto him the Twelve, and 
ſaid unto them, Behold me, go unto Jeruſalem, and allehiugs that are 

written by the Prophets concerning the Son of man ſhall be accompliſhed 3 
for be (hall be delivered unto the Gentiles , and ſhall be macked and * 
ſpitefully entreated, and fpit on , and they ſhall ſcourge him and { wn 
him to death, and the third day be ſhall riſe again : and they under- 

ſtood none of theſe things, and the ſaying was hid from them, neither un- 
derſtood they the things that were ſpoken. Does any one believe that 

Jeſus ſpake theſetrue words, and that he did not ſpeak them by a 
true ſpirit, but that it was a wrong ſpirit in Jeſus that ſpake theſe 
words ? I fay, that if any one does believe that theſe true words 
(ſpoken by Jeſus) were not ſpoken by the- true ſpirit, and if not 
ſpoken by the true ſpirit , then they muſt be ſpoken by the falſe 
fpirit : They that do ſo believe, 1 believe they will be aſhamed to 
ſay, that they believe that Jeſus did not ſpeak theſe true words 
by the true ſpirit , and that he ſpake them by the wrong ſpirit. 
And if Jeſus did ſpeak theſe words by the true ſpirit, as that Jeſus 
did ſpeak them by the true ſpirit , then ſee the falſity and deceir 
that is in the Argument that I have heard often, and that by many 
uſed, that becauſe by the true words ſpoken,they did not feel them 
toreach the witneſs of God,the ſeed of God in them, when they 
heard them ſpoken 3 therefore it was that they believed the true 
words ſpoken, were not ſpoken by the true (pirit, but by a wrong 
ſpirit : By the (ame rule the Twelve might have judged , that Je- 
ſus did not (peak thoſe true words and why ? becaule they un- 
dertiood none of theſe things, and the ſaying of his was hid from 
them, neither knew they the things that were ſpoken. If they 
had felt theſe words of Jeſus to have reached the witneſs of God, 
the ſeed of God in them , how then could it have been that they 
underſtood none of thoſe things , and his laying was hid from 
them, neither knew -they the things that were ſpoken ? it chey 

had felt thoſe true words ſpoken by Jeſus, by the true light, and oy 
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him proved by Scriptures, not onely by one Scripture, but by ma- 
ny Scriptures, by all Wy thit are written by the Prophets: con- 
cerning him, if they had felt theſe words to have reached the ſeed 
of God, the witneſs of God in them, they would have underſipod 
ſomething of thoſe ſayings, they would not all have been hid from 
them, they would have known ſomething of what had been ſpo- 
ken 3 but by this Scripture it is plainly proved, that true words 
may be ſpoken by the true ſpirit, and proved by many Scriptures, 
and that too concerning Chriſts being put to death, and by whom, 
and the place where, and of his rifing again, and when he riſc : 
And all theſe may be ſpoken of the inward work of God in the 
heart of men (as the like I have known) and yet the Witneſs of - 
God, the ſeed of God in the hearers , have not been fby them 
felt to. be reached unto, by the words fo ſpoken (none of the 
Twelve underſtood any of the things Jeſus {pake of 3 I pray ob- 
ſerve, none of his hearers underſtood any of the ſaying he ſpake.) 
And fo although they have underſtood the outward ſound of the 
Words ſpoken, as the Twelve did the outward Words ſpoken by 
Jeſus, yet the inward meaning of them, the ſpiritual meaning of 
them, as they are wrought, asked, and done in man , may be hid 
from them, and they may kngw nothing of thoſe things ſpoken as 
to the Work of God in the heart; and yet they may be ſpoken to 
ſuch as the Twelve were, or at leaſt would be counted ſuch as the 
Twelve were 3 that is, thoſe that had the moſi familiar acquain- 
tance with Chriſt, who Jeſus had fent forth to preach, that the 
Kingdom of Heaven was at hand, and had caſt out Devils in his 
Name : And yet theſe did not know what Chriſts Death and 
Reſurre&ion was, neither underſtood they any thing of it when 
he ſpake of it to them : And may there not be ſuch in this know- 
ing Age we live in, that may for ſome years have been Diſciples 
and followers of Chriſt in the fleſh, and have had a familiar ac- 
quaintance with him, and have been fent to preach the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand, and have caſt out Devils in his Name, and 
yet have not known Chriſts Death and ReſurteQion , nor have 
underſtood any thing of it, when it hath been ſpoken of to them 
by thoſe that have known the inward work of it wrought within 
them. 4 ; 

Luke 9. 44,45, 46. Jeſus ſaid to bis Diſciples, Let theſe ſayings 
fink down into your ears, for the ſor of man ſhall be delivered into the 
binds of men : But they underſtood not the ſaying, and it wat bid from 

= them, 
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them, and they perceived it not, and they feared to ak, him of that ſay- 
ing : Then there aroſe a geaſoning, among them which ſhould be the 
greateſt, Mark the Scripture, were not theſe true words ſpoken 
by Jeſus? and were they nog ſpoken by the true ſpirit in him? 
and were they not ſpoken to his Diſciples his followers ? And yet 
theſe true words were ſpoken by Jeſus,and ſpoken by the true ſpirit 
in that perſon that never had ſinned; and they by the true ſpirit 
were called upon, that thoſe ſayings ſhould ſink, down into their ears 3 
and yet true words thyas ſpoken by the true (piyit in him , that 
they had no juſt cauſe to ſpeak evil of (although ſome when they 
could not deny the truth of what he had faid , were fo bold as to 
ſay to,him, Say te not well that thou art a Samaritane, and haſt a 
devil, John 8. There is that have met with words to the like 
purpoſe, when they could got deny the truth of what hath been 
ſpoken) and yet theſe true wSrds, ſpoken by dne whom there 
hath not been. the like nan upon Earth: And yet they that 
heard him ſpeak them, and.to whom they.were-diretly ſpoken 
unto, and caMed upon, that-«t.ze word ſhould fink down into 
their cars 3 agd yet they did not feel in them that theſe true words 
ſpoken by a man in whom the fulneſs of the true ſpirit dwelt bo- 
dilyz theſe words they did not feel that they reached the witneſs 
of God, the ſeed of God in them, becauſe they underſtood not-that 
ſaying, it was hid from them, they perceived it not : How fully, 
how plainly, does” the Scripture make out the deceivableneſs of 
that Argument ! That becauſe when they heax true words ſpo- 
ken, and they do not feel the witneſs of God., the ſeed of God 
in then, to be reached by theſe words ; therefore they that ſpeak 
thera, mult (peak them by a wrong ſpirit. | 
Oh ! the ſubtiley that the ſubtile Serpents (elf uſeth to deceive 
people in a form of Godlineſs, perſwading them that in the dif- 
obeying God in the fooking upon the tree of Knowledge they ſhall 
be as Gods, and fo have a liberty to jadge according wo the put- 
ting forward of their own wills in them. Theſe true words were 
ſpoken by Jeſus, a man in whom the fulneſs of the true ſpirie 
dwelt bodily , and by him called upon that thoſe ſayings ſhould 
fink down into their cars , which is more than onely to give them 
the hearing of them 3 and yet for all this, they did not feel theſe 
words thus ſpoken to reach the witneſs of God , the ſeed of God 
in them : And ic appeareth that it did not reach the witneſs of 
God, the ſeed of Godin them, by that they underſtood my 
| 26 y- 


bands of men : But they underſtoed not the ſaying, and it was bid from 
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him proved by Scriptures, not onely by one Scripture, but by ma- 
ny Scriptures, by all things thit are written by the Prophets: con- 
cerning, him, if they had felt theſe words to have reached the ſeed 
of God, the witneſs of God in them, they would have underſigod 
ſomething of thoſe ſayings, they would not all have been hid from 
them, they would have known ſomething of what Had been ſpo- 
ken 3 bat by this Scripture it is plainly proved, that true words 
may be ſpoken by the true ſpirit, and proved by many Scriptures, 
and that too concerning Chriſts being put to death, and by whom, 
and the place where, and of his riſing again, and when he riſe : 
And all theſe may be ſpoken of the inward work of God in the 


heart of men (as the like I have known) and yet the Witneſs of - 


God, the ſeed of God in the hearers , have not been Jby them 
felt to, be reached unto, by the words ſo ſpoken (none of the 
Twelve underſtood any of the things Jeſus ſpake of 3 I pray ob- 
ſerve, none of his hearers underſtood any of the ſaying he ſpake.) 
And fo although they have underſtood the outward ſound of the 
Words ſpoken, as the Twelve did the outward Words ſpoken by 
Jeſus, yet the inward meaning of them, the ſpiritual meaning of 
them, as they are wrought, asked, and done in man , may be hid 


from them, and they may kngw nothing of thoſe things ſpoken as 


to the Work of God in the heart; and yet they may be ſpoken to 
ſuch as the Twelve were, or at leaſt would be counced ſuch as the 
Twelve were 3 that is, thoſe that had the moſt familiar acquain- 
tance with Chriſt, who Jeſus had fent forth to preach, that the 
Kingdom of Heaven was at hand, and had caſt out Devils in his 
Name : And yet theſe did not know what Chriſts Death and 
Reſurre&ion was, neither underſtood they any thing of it when 
he ſpake of it to them: And may there not be ſuch in this know- 
ing Age we live in, that may for ſome years have been Diſciples 
and followers of Chriſt in the fleſh, and have had a familiar ac- 
quaintance with him, and have been fent to preach the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand, and have cat out Devils in his Name, and 
yet have not known Chriſts Death and ReſurteGion , nor have 
underſtood any thing of it, when it hath been ſpoken of to them 
by thoſe that have known the inward work of it wrought within 
them. | 7 
Luke 9. 44,45, 46. Jeſus ſaid to bis Diſciples, Let theſe ſayings 
fink down into your ears, for the ſor of man ſhall be delivered into the 
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them, and they perceived it not, and they feared to ah, him of that ſay- 
ing : Then there aroſe @ qeaſoning, among them which ſhould be the 
greateſt, Mark the Scripture, were not theſe true words ſpoken 
oy pany? and were they nog ſpoken by the true ſpirit in him? 
and were they not ſpoken to his Diſciples his followers ? And yet 
theſe true words were ſpoken by Jeſus,and ſpoken by the true ſpirit 
in that perſon that never had ſinned ; and they by the true ſpirit 
were called upon, that thoſe ſayings ſhould ſink down into their ears 3 
and yet true words ths ſpoken by the true {pirit in him , that 
they had no juſt cauſe to ſpeak evil of (although ſome when they 
could not deny the truth of what he had faid , were fo bold as to 
ſay to.him, Say tve not well that thou art a Samaritane, and haſt a 
devil, John 8. There is that have met with words to the like 
purpole, when they could got deny the truth of what hath been 
ſpoken) and yet theſe true whrds, ſpoken by dne whom there 
hath not been. the like man upon Earth: And yet they that 
heard him ſpeak them, and to whom they.were-direly ſpoken 
unto, and called upon, that+.. ..£ words ſhould fink down into 
their ears 3 and yet they did not feel in them that theſe true words 
ſpoken by a man in whom the fulneſs of the true ſpirit dwelt bo- 
dilyz theſe words they did not feel that they reached the witneſs 
of God, the feed of God in them, becauſe they underſtood not-chat 
fying, it was hid from them, they perceived it not : How fully, 
how plainly does” the Scripture make out the deceivableneſs of 
that Argument ! That becauſe when they hear true words ſpo- 
ken, and they do not feel the witneſs of God, the ſeed of God 
in them, to be reached by theſe words ; therefore they that ſpeak 
them, mult ſpeak them by a wrong ſpirit. 

Oh ! the ſubtilty that the ſubtile Serpents ſelf uſeth to deceive 
people in a form of Godlineſs, perſwading them that in the dif- 
obeying God in the Tooking upon the tree of Knowledge they ſhall 
be as Gods, and fo have a liberty to jadge according v0 the put- 
ting forward of their own wills in them. Theſe true words were 
ſpoken by Jeſus, a man in whom the fulneſs of the true ſpirit 
dwelt bodily , and by him called upon that thoſe ſayings ſhould 
fink down into their cars , which is more than onely to give them 
the hearing of them 3 and yet for all this, they did not feel theſe 
words thus ſpoken to reach the witneſs of God , the ſeed of God 
in them : And it appeareth that it did not reach: the witneſs of 
God, the ſeed of Godin them, by that they underſtood —_ 
. . | ay= 
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ſaying , and it was hid from'thery , and they perceived it not 
which it they (by theſe words ſpoken by Jeſus) had felt that, it had 
reached the witneſs of God in them, the ſeed of God in them, 
they would have underſtood, ſeen, and perceived ſomething of the 
meaning of what Chriſt had ſaid. What think ye ? who dare 
ſay that they think or believe that the Diſciples the followers of 
Jeſus, to whom theſe words were ſpoken., had done well if they 
had gone to Jeſus and told him , although they could not deny 
but that thoſe words that he had ſpoken wgre true, yet they que- 
Rioned whether or no he ſpake them by the true and right ſpirit; 
and the reaſon why they queſtioned and did not believe he ſpake 
them by the right and true ſpirit, is this, Becauſe when they, heard 
him ſpeak thoſe words, they did not feel that thoſe words ſpoken 
by him did reach the witneſs of God,gghe ſeed of God in them : 
Who dare ſo ſay.that they think # believe the Diſciples had done 
well, if they ſhould have gone to Jeſus, and uſed ſuch an Argument 
to have perſwaded Jeſus, that the wards he ſpake were not ſpo- 
ken by the true ſpirit, becauſe they. en they heard them did not 
fell the witneſs of God, the ſeed of God reached in them by Jeſus 
true words when he ſpake them. 

If ſuch a light Argument as this had been ſufficient to have 
proved, that Jeſus true words had not been ſpoken by a'true and 
right ſpirit, becauſe his words when ſpoken , did not reach to the 
witneſs of God, the feed of God in thoſe that heard him 3 how 
much then of his words would then have been proved to have been 
{poken by the wrong ſpirit ? How little, and how ſeldom do we 
read in the Scripture , that thoſe chat heard Chriſt ſpeak true 
words, and that by the true ſpirit , that the hearers of Jeſus did 
feel the witneſs of God, the ſeed of God reacheg in them, by Jeſus 
true words when he ſpake them ? And yet yow many times have 
I heard that uſed as an Argument, and the Gnely Argument , to 
prove that the true words Ecken , have not been ſpoken by the 
true ſpirit, but ſpoken by the wrong {pirit ! And why ? becauſe 
thoſe when they heard them they did not feel the witneſs of God, 
the ſeed of God in them,reached by thoſe true words ſpoken 3 but 
they have found ſomething in them troubled and burdened when 
they heard thoſe words ſpoken : Jeſus Diſciples they did not un- 
derltand the words ſpoken by him, they being hid from them, and 
they perceived them not, and they fearcd to ask him of that ſay- 


ing, that is, they feared to ask him the meaning of that ſaying : 
x, | &+- 
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I ſhall not ay they were afraid to ask the-meaning | of. thoſe true 
words, that they judged to be ſpoken by a 'wrong ſpirit 3 but this 
| cn &#y, they did not ask the meaning: of them.; And:the Di- 
ſciples when they fearcd: to ask him of that ſaying,: then thexe a- 
role a reaſoning among them which of them ſhould be greateſt 3 
they were more minding to be great, and which of them ſhould 
be greatett among(t them, than to ask and ehquize ſhto the mean-- 
ing of. what Chriſt had ſaid -when- he, ſpake ſomething of his 
Death z and yet theſe were the Diſciples and follow ers of Jeſus : 
Would it not be welt it were not (o now in this knowing Age 
that we livin __ there were not more, reaſoning and & grea- 
ter care taken to know which ſhall be greateſt, than there is a care 
taken , and an enquiry made to underſtand che, words -of Jeſus 


{poken, concerning his Death ? WAiCy; 
Balaam Kaas = Inchantments,. and, loyed the wages of Un- 
righteoulneſs , I do-not tind.in allthe ture, that-ever he was 


reproved for the true words that he ſpake, that GM pur' into him 
to ſpeak; Nor do I find. that they were a burdep or a trouble to- 
any that heard him (peak them, unleſs it were to Balak, afld thoſe 
with him, that would have had 1ſ7ael curſed; and-to them. in- 
deed Balaam's words were a: burden and a:tronble unto. - ; - 
Tik hearing of the proſperity of the "outward Iſrael , the quet- 
ward ſeed of God, which. was a Type of the inwasd ſeed of God 3 
this was a trouble and a burden: to Balgk, and- thoſe with him 
that wou'd have had the feed of God curled. And for perſons in 
this knowing Age to be troubled and; burdened with the hearin 
words ſpoken by one that did declare his knowledge of the —_— 
ſeed of God to proſper in him, and how hehad known. it ſet:at 
liberty from the bondage of the ſubtile Serpent , + who.had decei- 
ved himin an outward form of Godlineſs, - perſwading him that 


in his cating of the forbidden tree, he ſhould bes Gods in know» 


ledge : that this his declaring of his expericace of the-proſperity* 
of the inward ſeed of God in himzand perſwading othews'to have 
a care that they were not deceived by the ſubtilry .of the Serpent,as 
he had been; that theſe words, or words ſpoken to this purpoſe or 
effect, ſhould be a trouble or a buxden to any. | 
Muſt not that which was burdened and troubledin them, be the 


lame ſpirit that was burdencdgand troubled in Balakand thoſe : 


with himy when he. and thef inſtead of hearing Balaam to curfe 
the outward (ced of God, that he- bleſſed them a Lag ver 
| : Q | -.G 
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God the true ſpirit changeth not , but his Works, ARions and 
Doingsds agree, - and/db not contradiQ. one another in all Ages 
and Generations 3 fo the Serpent; the lying and deceitful Tpirit, 
changeth not; but his works, ations, and doings do agree, and do 
not contradict one another in all Ages and Generations 3 and there- 
fore it was the fame ſpirit in thoſe that were offended at the hear- 
ing of the tru& words ſpoken, in making known the proſperity of 
the inward ſeed,being fe at liberty from the bondage of the ſabtile 
Serpent, and warnine'of others to havea care @ being deceived by 
the ſubtileSerpent {| I ſay, it was the fame ſpitit thit was offended 
in thern,- that was offended in! Balak, and thoſe With ht, that he 
heard the Words ſpoken by Bataan, when he declared the proſpe- 
rity of the outward ſeed of God. : 
But I know an ObjeRion or Argument may be made or raiſed, 
although 1 never heard it made or raiſed , yet I&now it may be 
made ot raifed, nd tht to this purpoſe , That ' true words may 
be ſpoken by # Wrong or evil ſpirit, and ſuch true words as the 
Scripture ſpeak; yaa the very words of the'Scripture, and brought 
in for Scripture; and brought in as a proof for what this wrong or 
evil ſpirit have been ſpoken to before.” And oupiit this wrong 
ſpirit or evil ſpirit be ſuffered in going on to ſpeak theſe true 
words; although words of Scripture ? or ought he not rather to 
be rebuked or putfo filence, than ſuffer'd to go on in his ſpeaking. 
of ſuch true words ? And ghis Objeion thus made, or Argument 
thus raiſed, they may ſeem to ground or lay the foundation of it 
upors the Devils tempting of Jeſus (Matth. 4.) in' theſe words : 
Devil taketh him np io the boly City, and ſetteth him on a pina- 
clt of the Temple, and ſaith unto him, If thou be the Son of God , caſt 
thy -felf down : for it is written, He ſhall give his Angels charge con- 
cerning thee, and in their bands they ſhall bear thee up, leſt at any tame 
#bhox daſh thy fort againſt a ſtone. | Feſus ſaith to thim ,* It is written 
again, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God, Upon this Scripture, 
ſome may feem to raiſe fuch an Objxion or Argument as this, 
or to this purpofe : That the wrong or evil ſpirit, or the ſpirit of 
the Devil in man, may ſpeak true words, the words" of the Scri- 
pture, and bring jt for proof of whit he had-before ſaid 3 but that 
{pirit is not to be ſuffered to ſpeak ſuch true words , but to be 
rebuked and put to ſilence, and thaffWypm this example of Jeſus. 
In anſwer thereunto, 1 do believe Jefus example is to be fol- 
lowed : And if there be any that from this Scripture do raiſe any 
fuch-like ObjeQion or Argament as I haye here mentioned (as 
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ſuppoſe there may and will be ſorhe ach 3/1 fay, it were well oY 
they would follow ſus example, and read the mes 
as it is written in the Scriptare, Then Feſms was led wp 
4nto the wilderneſs to he tempted of the Devil (read it in ES _ 
who can_) And when be had faſted forty days and forty nights, he 
afterwallls an bungred; and when the Tempter came ta in, he 
ſaid, If #how be the 8 Son of God," command that theſe ftones 'be made 
bread \ but be anſwered and ſaid , It is written, That man ſhall not 
live by bread alone, but by every warll that out of the mouth of 
God ; I pray what rebuke was hear to the Devil, or puttivg him 
to filence, and —_ him to keep filence, as Jeſus had power fo to 
do, and could bave done it, if it had pleaſed him. h 

But Jeſus leaves this his anſwer to the Devil, as. an exa 
for us to follow, that if the Devil tempts us'to the doing''of any 
warm is contrary to Gods declared will for us to obey hith in, 


at was for Jeſus to make bread of ſtones toſatisfic his ia 
thetmanifeſtacion of his Ed: tha h 
in his T 
pt poet © ped te 
by bread hn: but by s eye! 


,.to 
before given of him, by a ns Fi 
ſawful for him to er) iy ghmber 
therefore he proved it by WI Hes 
'bat. 
: Doth the Devil tempt thee to the dt Tk = 
wan 


and thereby to anſwer thE Devil in his cemptations \ 
loved Son 4 $' He x 
tobe tiade bread jo loſs My hmnget, 7 and the reb 
rempta 
word 4 - ſr: 
mapth of God and tis he 4-v-whyens tnple*fc OF 
jorkte to-Gods decfarcd will for thee tofo:: to 
any wiht that thou art in, if it 'be'cither pitvunicy 
bread From! Heaven,or an outward want of G76 
Jeſus being h wanted bread)'arid ter hat 
to his Temptation ;- and give anorher manifeſts 
known that thoa art the Son of O- Then that known- 
to thee'that thou art his Son x bu the voice that, I | 
froth the Kingdom of Heaven' that is in thee thr King: ” 
dorn, im that Ruk in that Go riitnent, t 40 thow knoweſt t 
God hath in thee, which-is his K Join in thee, » whetein 4 
whereby he hath' made known inthee 'and ro thee; Che fe ' 


as 5 thou art, in his on Jeſas in erg that lives thee th-thy fins.” 
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thy 
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and © in his Son, Jeſus thou art- his: beloved Son., in, whom _he-is 
well pleaſed, ,. And .do thou.not {, much feck to top or put to 
ſilence the Devil in thee-in his temptations, if it were in thy power 
ſo to do (as it was in Jeſus power) as. to relilt him in his Temptyz 
ations, and to bring Scripture to prove: that we ought not to yield 
to his Temprations., Jeſus did not, ltop or put, to filengg, the De- 


vil, although it was in his power ſo-todo, when, he thug tempted 


him 3, and therefore that. is an anſwer to that part of the: ObjcRi- 
on, whether by the example of Jeſus the pag or © or eyil WS is not 
to be ſtopped or put to ſilence, and not ſuffer! a ates z for Jeſus 
he did not ſtop and RY to lilence the Devil, but {uffer'd him (till to 
ſpcak. 


= «i le, not. the.Lord Bile px "— Gahat m_ 
(ting the "_co] xcx3 or dppiog of his mouth was here 


by eſus anſwer to this * Tpmpeon, more.than was.in his anſwer 
to the 2a) 'Temptation, alth qugh ks Lon neſs Scxipture-as 
an argument to preſs Jeſys to. yi art this hi þ Tomgtaci 
onzand {#þ pos: js had cefſieds il in the f ormer tem- 
ion, an nan oz ought, not to yighd to 
evil brings Scripture a an. Argument 
to. have, ion ,, telling him there Was4no. 
danger to NR m.if 6.0 vie to him in his Temptation, in 
caſting himſ; Foun from that pinacle, ifhe were the Son of God 
he might (afcly do it;becauſc it is written, He ſhall. give bis reel 
charge concerning the, and in their. bands they ſhall bear, thee 

at any time og daſh. thy foot againſt a (toxe. 1 lay, what che di did 
Jelus give the Devil. - ſpeaking of Scripture-words ? d no 
more rebuke that he gave him when he made uſe of the Scri- 
pture as an Argument to perſwade him to yield to his Temptati- 
On, nor no more ſtopping of his mouth and putting him-to fi- 
lence, than he did when he, made an anſwer to the former Tem- 
pation 2 the Devil made uſe of no Scripture , as he,made uſe 
of no Scripture when, he ' tempted him to make bread of ſtones. 
And this is a full anſwer to the Objedtion, for Jeſus did not rebuke 
the hte nor ip bis mough, nor put him more to ſilence . when 
wy he 
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he made uſe of the Scripture as an Argumenc 39 perfwnde him to 

yield to his Temptation, than he did rebuke hit, ſtop his mouth, 

ard put him to ſilence, -when he ſpake no Scripwre in tempting 

of him z no, nor fo much neither ; for you will find in the nexr 

Temptation, when the Devil makes no uſe of Scripture, he rebukes 
him more ſharply, and [tops his mouth, and puts him to filence. , 
And therctore there is no, ground from this Scripture to build ach I 
an Objection or Argument upon, that an evil or wrong ſpirit, or 
the ſpirit of the Devil in man, may ſpeak true words , the words 
of the Scripture, and bring it in far a proof of what he had before 
ſaid 3 but ſuch a ſpirit is not to be ſuffered to ſpeak ſuch words, 
but to be rebuked and' put to ſilence, according to Pinnh Exam- 
ple, when Jeſus didgno ſuch thing, nor gave no Lach xample. 

Bur befote I paſs from this Tempration, I defireWic Objetter to 
follow Jeſus's Example,” which'is' our duty fo to do. -Doth the 
Devil get thee into the holy City ( the holy City of God in man} 
and (tt thee upon a Pinacle of the Temple there within thee, read 
it within, and would have thee caſt thy (elf down from thence, 
where he hath exalted thee in the holy Cigy upon a Pinacle of the 
.Temple of God in thee, thereby to manifeſt thy. ſelf to be the (on 
of God, thereby to make it known that thou art Gods ſon, in a- 
nothex way than the way that God hath declared thee tobe his ſon 


in? it withip. And does he bring Scripture to thee to prove 
that chou cn afelys do'it, thou maylt tempt,God in making 
known thy ſelf to be his ſon in aWay he hath not 'commanded, 


Had it will be ho danger to thee to.do it ?' read it within. Fcopld 
eell my experience herein, but I'know it will be with many in 
this knowing Age, as it was with the Eleven, when Jeſus had 
many things to ſay to them, but they could not bear, them then, 
{obn us: 12, but the time is coming, and.at hand, when men 
rad ther within, and then ic wilþþe born ;_when true words, 
may by all be ſpoken, and wilt be bom wichout being a buttterBy 
trouble ro any of the Hearers that obey the Light gore and 
make it their Guide to guide them into all Truth': - Then' it will 
be known to be a dary to follow Jeſus's Example, to relift the 
Temptation, how highly ſoever he hath a thee and lifted”*. 
thee'up. in his Temptation; as he did Jeſus in bringing him into 
the holy City, and ſetting 'him upon a Pinacle of "the Temple, 
and then and there would have him to manifeſt himſelt to be the” 


ſon of God, and brings Scripture to prove the lawfulneſs Ce 
, ic 
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*Which 1-know are all Figures, and are to be read and known 
-withio. ] | 
And if thou find the Devil thus to tempt: thee, as ſome have 
done, follow Jeſus's Example 3 do-not ſo much {ek to ſtop the 
mouth of the temptation, as to fland faſt in thy obedience in keep- 
ing with Jeſus in the low and meek Spirit, and bring Scripture to 
coggradit the Temptation, as Jeſus did : He tells the Devil, 7: 
is written again, Thaw ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. The Devil ; 
' broughg Scripture, to prove, that if he were the fon of God, that 
-Godyhad: giver his Angels charge to keep him from harm. Jeſus 
anſwered the Devil, -1t is written, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
- God.” -Which as no. Scripture is of private interpretation, ſo is not 
this. And in theſe few words Jeſus, according to our Proverb, 
Kill two Birdagpith one (tone, he tells the Devil. that it is not his 
duty to tempt him ashe is his Lord and God 3. nor was it his du- 
ty, as he was-man, and.che fon of God, to tempt the Father in 
caſting himſelf down from thence, becauſe the Father had ſogreat 
a love for him, as to give his Angels charge concerning him'to 
keep him from harm, Ard when this Example of Jeſus is follow- 
ed in reſiſting of the Devil in his Temptations, the Croſs will be 
taken up to:that V/ill that would run out'to judge, to rebuke, to" 
ſtop the mouth, and to make them keep filenc&that are ſpeaking 
of true words: for Jeſus did not ſo rebuke the Devil for Giking 
true words, asto ſtop his mouth, or make him ktep ilence.” 
Becauſe that again, after thigh Jevil oa ors bra an ex- 
ceeding bigh monatain, and ſheweth bim. all the kingdoms of the 
and the glory of them: And ſajth, All theſe things will 1 give thee, 
if thow wilt fall down and worſuip me.,, Then ſaid Jeſus unto bim, 
'Get thee bence, Satan : for it is written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and bs onel "1% thou ſerve, Then _ devil woogh bim. 
h . Devil brivgs no Scripture, nor ſpeaks nothing} to 
: wherel Together Fa mnavifeſt bimſalto be the fog of 
od in yielding to-him in his Temptations. In this Temptation. 
he onely got him up into an exceeding high Mogntain, and (hew- 
ed him. all the Kingdoms of the World, and the glory of them 3 
and gountſes to give him all them, if he would fall down and 
"worſhip him. And for this ſetting of him upon an high Mountain; 
which I know is to be read within 3, and t ſhewing of him all 
the Kingdoms .of the World, which, is to be read within 3 and 
hen telling him, All theſe will 1 give thee, if thou wilt fall down 


and 
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and worſhip me, which alſo may be read within,” All of them T 
know © be Figures, 

And. for this Temptation Jeſus rebukes him more ſharper, than 
for the other twoz" and if 1 may uſe ſuch an expreſſion, he did 
more ſtop his mouth and put him to filence, than he did in the 
other two Temptations : Firſt, he bids him get him hence Satan 3 
he did not before command the Devil to depart from him, or did 
he call him Satan 3 when in the other two Temptations he would 
have had him anſwered his Temptations by making himſelf known 
to be the fon of God, in ways that God had not required of him 
to manifeſt himſelf to be his ſon in3 and for the laſt of the two, he 
brings Scripture to prove that he might do it with his own ſafety : 
and yet in geither of thoſe two Temptations hedid not command 
him to depart from him, nor call him Satan. But now when he 
had taken him up into an exceeding high Mountain, and ſhewed 
him all the Kingdoms of the World, and the glory of them 3 now - 
to tempt him to have ſuch a love to the World, to the enjoyments 
thereof, and the glory of it, as for the fake thereof to fall down 
and worſhip him. This cauſed Jeſus to command the Devil to 
depart from him, and to call him Satan, Tempter, and bring Scxl- 
pture for his denying to yield to the Temptation : Þ is written, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip tb? Lord thy God, hin onely ſhalt thou ſerve. . 
Then the devil leavath bim. d if in any of the Devils Tempta- 
tions Jeſus may befſaid to ſtop the mouth of the Devil, and cauſe 
him to keep filence, it was in when he tempts him to have. 
a love to the Wogld, and ſach,a Toye to the World and the glory 
of it, as for the enjoyment of it, he ſhould fall down and worſhip -- 
him. And Jeſus did not only refit the Devil in his Temptation, 
and rebuke him, commanding him to depart from him, and kept- 
him- for that time for ſpeaking any more to him but he brings-- 
Scripture to prove the unlawfulneſs of the yielding to the Tempta- 
tion : It is wriften, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only . 
ſhalt thou ſerve. This Scripture may alſo have twd interpreta-- 
tions: firlt, that it was the duty of the Devil to worſhip Jeſus as - 
his Lord and God, an not Jeſus to worſhip the Devil z and then, 
as Jeſus was man, and the-{on of God, ſo it was not his daty-to 
tall down to the Devil and worlhip him, but to worſhip the Fathes + 
as his Lord and God, | | 

Ayd it were well if all the Objc&ers, and all others, would fol- 


low this Example. of Jefus, that. when the Devil getteth them up - 
Fi , ; | into 


- 
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wto the exccedipg high Mountain of the carthy part ip them, of 
that which hath a love to the world within them, and thege ſhew. 
them all the Kingdoms of the*World, and the glory of them, and 
promiſe to give them All, to fall down and worlhip him 3 that chus 
they refiſt the Devil, and command him from them, and as-much 
as in-them lieth, not ſuffer him to ſpeak of ſuch a thing to them, 
as to perſwade them to have ſuch a love tothe World, and 4he 
glory thereof, (wherein all things of the world within man,which is 
mans ſelf,mans Will,and all things without man,that is, a{lLoutward 
Creatures, is contained and comprehended ). as for it to falldown 
and worſhip the Devil; and for the love of the World, and the 
lory thereof, to ſerve and obey the Devil : No, no, anſwer with 
Feſua, Get thee hence, Satan! \ get thee hence, Tempter : It is-written, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and Wim onely (halt thou ſerve. 
And if I yield to thy Temptations to love the World, and the 
glory of it, and [o in that my love to the World, or to any part 
of if, either within me or without me, I fall down and worſhip 
thee 3 then I cannot worſhip my Lord and my God onely, but I 
ſhall bea Worlhipper and a Server of thee: No, no, this-mult not 

be. : Fo 
In and unger theſe three Temptations, I believe that all the 
Temptations that man meets withal, may be cantained or compre- 
| hended as. all Prayers are contained & comprehended in that 
Prayer Jeſus taught his Diſciples to pray. And ſee Jeſus in all 
theſe Temptations makes uſe of the Scriptures io, his relifting of 
the Devil in; his Temptations 3 and thereby, as man, to ſhew the 
lawfulneſs, and the uſefulneſs that, wa in his making uſe of the 
Scriptures to reſiſt the Devil in. his Temptations. And I believe 
+ it is our duty to follow Jelus's Example therein. That it is our 
duty by the Scriptures to prove and try our works, a&ions,, and 
doings, whether they be done by the Spirit of Jeſus in us, that re- 
ſiſted the Devil in that outward body of Jeſus, Tea-ox Nay : And 
if our works, actions, and doings cannot be-proved by the Scri- 
pture to. be according to the declared Will of God that he hath 
made known to man, that is, - his Will chat ngan ſhould obey him 
in as Jeſus in that outward body, did by the Scriptures prove, 
that his works, aGions, and doings were according to Gods decla- 
red Will in the Scriptures that he ſhould do : and ſo he made uſe 
of the Scriptures not onely in that which is mentioned of his re- 
liſting 'of the Devil in his Temptations, but in his other ><a 
&S ations 
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aQions, and doings he makes uſe of the Scriptures to prove that 
what he did in that body, was according to Gods declared Will 
that he ſhould do in that, body, as it was written of him in the 
Scriptures. - And when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of him to be the Body 
prepared by God to do Gods will, which p God better than 
outward Sacrifice and Offerings, he ſaith of Him, Lo, I come to do 
thy will, 0 God, as it is written of me in the volume of the hook, There 
is a 4o, a behold put to it, that is,' it is to be taken notice of that 
Jeſus came to do in that body the will of God the Father, as it 
was Gods declared will written in the Scriftures that he ſhould 
do, Heb. 16. 5, 6, 7. | 

I do believe, and dare. be bold to ſay it, that they are not the 
works, aGions, and doings of the ſame Spirit of Jeſus in man, 
that was in that outward man Jeſus, which man doth and refuſetht 
co bring to theScriptures to prove that they. axe done according 
to Gods declared will written in the Scriptures, that man is to do 
in obedience to hims for Jcſus did not onely make uſe of the 
Scriptures to refilt the Devil in his Temptations, but thereby to 
ſhew that what. he did in reſiſting of the Devil, was according to 
Gods declared will written in the Scriptures 3 as he. did in many 
other of his particular works and ations, he made uſe of the Scri- 
pture to prove by the Scriptuze, that it was according to Gods de- 
clared will written in the Scriptures that he ſhould do : And there- 
fore I believe that'l may fafely conclude, that thoſe works, aQti- 
ons, and doings that are done by any that cannot be” proved by 
the Scriptures to be Gods Yeclared will for man to do in obedience 
to him, that they are not wrought, aGed, and done by the ſame 
Spirit of Jeſus in them, that wrought, ated, and did thoſe things 
that God in the Scripture had declared to be his will to be done 
in that body. * And I think I do them no wrong, to judge that 


thoſe works, ations, and doings that is not done according to - 
what they can prove by Scripture to be done according, to Gods 


declared will therein written z that ſach warks, ations, and do» 
ings, they are not the works, ations, or doings of Jeſus jn them, 
as he is in them to ſave them from fin z but they are the works, 
ations, and doings of a wrong ſpirit or will in them, which 
would not have that done in tholt bodies of theirs, that was and 
is Gods declared will written in the Scriptures that they (hould do 
and obey God in. | 
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But perhaps ſome may obje and ſpeak to this purpoſe : We 
have the Light in us, and that is the true Light that is in us, and 
” it is the ſame true Light that is the Word of God it ſelf, and it 
is that which gave forth the Scriptures 3 and what wouldſt thou 
have vs bring this;Light in us to the Scriptures to be judged by 
them? Or wouldft thou have us bring our works and aQions 
done in us by this Light, to the Scriptures to be judged ? Or 
wilt thou have us bring our obedience done by this Light in us, 
to be proved by the Scriptures, whether or no they be ſuch things 
as God requires of Ms to be done ? What wouldſi thou have us 
to bring the Light to be tryed by the Scriptures, that gave forth 
the Scriptures? What, to try the Creator by the Creature, the 
Maker by the thing made ? What, wouldſt thou have the Spirit 

tried by the dead Letter ? 

To this I anſwer, The Light, the true Light"is one and the 
ſame, it never alters nor changes, and it is one and the ſame in 
all men, as it is the true Lipht that light#h every man that co- 
meth into the World 3 and it is the ſame in thoſe that have no 
Scriptures, in thoſe that have nothing outwardly written that was 
given forth by the holy men that ſpake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt : It is the ſame true Light tn thoſe that have no 
Scriptures, as it is in thoſe that have the Scriptures. And if that 
be the Argument, that becauſe we have the Light in us that pave 
forth the Scriptures, therefore we need not make uſe of the Scri- 
ptures, or not fo mnch uſe of them as to bring our works, ations, 

5 and doings to them fo be tryed by them, to ſee if they be agree- 
able to the works, ations, or doings done by the holy men of 

old, by that ſpirit in them that gave forth the Scriptures; or a- 

greeable to what the holy men of old gave forth ip the Scriptures 

to be Gods will for man to do. I ask them that make this for an 

Objc&ion, this Queſtion, Whether or no-Jeſus had not, as man, as 

much of this Light in him as thou haſt ? And yet he made uſe of 

the Scriptures to prove that what he did, was agreeable to Gods 

declared will written in the Scriptures, that he as a ſon ought to 

do in obedience to the Father. It is true, that thoſe that have 

pot the Scriptures, they cannot bring their works to the Scri- 

ptures to try them whether or no their works are agreeable to 
thofe works done by the holy men of old, 'or agreeable to that 
which the holy men of old gave forth in the Scriptures- to be 
Gods wilt that man ſhould obey him in. Theſe not having the 
s Law 
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Law. written, without them, they cannot bring their works to a 
written Law without them, to be tryed. by that 3, but they having 
onely the Law written, within them, in their hearts they bring their 
works to that Law to be tryed by that written Law in their hearts, 
Rona 2. 14, 15+ 
* But for others that have the Law and the Prophets, and the 
Writings of Matthew, Mark, Lake, and Fohn, wy of the Apollles, 
without them; for them that have the Scriptures to talk of, bring- 
ing'the Light to be tryed by the Scriptures, that is, to bring the 
ſpirit the Life that gave forth the Scriptures, to be tryed by the 
dead Letter: Is not this a piece of the Serpents ſubtile deceit, to 
talk after this manner? But for thoſe that have the Scriptures 
for them to. bring their, works, actions, and doings of thoſe that 
own: that they have -the true.Light in them, and walk in obedience 
to that Light-in;them 3: for them to bring this obedience of theirs 
that they ſay is done by the true Light, ( and not to bring the true 
Light ic (elf ) to prove that by Scripture, ( that is, to prove their 
obedience to the Light by the Scripture, and not to prove the 
true Light by the Scripture ) whether or no their obedlence be ac- 
cording i.to. the obedience wr in the holy men-.of old, by 
the ſame ſpirie;that gave forth the Scriptures, by the true Light, 
that ſpirit of God in*them that gave forth the Scriptures z where- * 
in God hath made knowh to man what is his will that man ſhould 
do, . and whaWs his will that mgn ſhould not do. This is that 
which we that have the Scriptures, ſhould bring to the Scriptures 
eo prove the truth of; not to prove the truth of the'Light, whe- 
ther that be true or no, but to prove the truth of our ob<dience * 
to the Light in our works, actions, and doings, to prove wl:ether 
they be wrought in us by the true Light the ſpirit of God in us, 
or whether they be wrought in us by the ſubtilcy of the Serpenc 
in us; for there is in man but two Natures whereby and from 
whence all -our works,. actions, and doings come and' proceed, 
that is, the ſeed of the woman, and the Serpent and his ſeed 
and whatſoever is not done in us by the ſeed of the woman in us, 
by Jeſus the true Light in us, is done in us by the Serpent and his 
ſced in us. And this is that we are to bring to the Scriptures to 
be proyed and tryed by, whether or no our werks, doings, or a- 
- Rions_ that be done in us, be done in us by the ſeed of the woman, 
or by the Serpent and his ſeed 3 apd for that they aretrue Rules 
for us to. know by, that is, true-Rules for us to know by which 
| | R 2 | Nature- 


* 


I?Y\ 
Ee (126) 

Nature in us our works, a&tons, or dolngs are wroughtin us. 
And is not that but a' pﬀece of the filbelle Sxpents devel, £0'talk 
of ſn a thing 45 of bringing the Light in them to rhe 

to be tryed by thern whether it is the true Light or no?” "That is 
no other but to bring the (pixic to be tryed by the Letter, which 
cannot be, And by their 1o'tafking of bringing the Light, the 
ſpirit to be tryed by the letter of em ewng or they nor rhere- 

by put a flight or undervatoing'>f the true Lighc or ſpirit that 
.gave forth the Scriptures ? 'Or are they'tiot fach\who do ſo-ralk, 

that ſceR by their ſo talking'to make the Scriptures of liede or no 

uſe, but onely as to what things they pleaſe, 'and' wher they'/pleaſe, 
and where they pleaſe?  - | LOH; | 

As if the Light, the true Light a= yet God'thar'gave'forth 

the Scriptures by the holy men of 'Goll,” Was" one (thing 'thervin 
- then, and did one thirty then' in them, in'tmalting'known what 
was Gods declared will for tnan to do'in obedience to him, 'and 


that it is another thing riow in'"tnat, fn 'miaking known another 
thingnow to be the will of God tht tan (liould do, and that is 
' contrary to what was Gods Will 'declared' inthe Scriptures. : 1 


know that as to an outward form of Worthip, God did make 
- known one thing to be his mind and'will ts the Prophets; and a- 
nother thing to the Apoſtles x but however, here' was no'contra- 
diction z that outward form 'of Worſhip in the time-of the Law 
and the Prophets, did not contradict that outwatT form of Wor- 
ſhip that was in the Apoſiles efme ; 'nbr did that outward form-in 
the Apoſtles time, contradi& that outward form of Wofthip that 
was in the time of the Law and the Prophets. The one was bat 
a Type and Figure of the other, and what was in the one was in 
the other, as God was_in them both worſhipped as a ſpirit 3' and 
the Worſhip that then was and now is performed; as God then did 
and now doth look for and accept of, is to worſhip him in ſpiric 
and in truth: and fo in that there'was no contradiFion. There 
was not one thing that was Gods will for man to obey him in 
the days of the Prophets, and another thing in the days of the A- 
poliles that was to be done in\'man, and that in obedience to God 3 
which was contrary to that which was Gods' revealed will to be 
done in the days of the Prophets, that they were to obey God in : 
No, there was no ſuch contradiftion. And that now there is a- 
nother thing whercinGod is tobe obeyed in,(in theſe days of Gods 
making the Light to ſhine more in'the inward part of man = 

| ; ” former » 
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formerly) and this other thing that God is now: to. be obeyed. in, 
as ſome would have it, that are not willing to:brin the orien 
deeds, or aQioris to the- Scriptures &© be wyecd by whether 
or no they be agreeable to the works, deeds or ations of the holy 
men. of old; by whom God by the ſpirit. by. the true light gave 
forth the Scriptures, and in them gave forth what was his will zbat 
man«{hould do in obedience to him. This other thing that ſome 
prerends by the light in them, chaech&y are now 10 Gad in, 
is cotitrary and not agreeable to Gods declared will in the $cxi- 
-ptures 3 and {o they make the unchangeable God, to be like chan- 
geable men, tohave one thing to be his will for man go obey him 
in at onetime, and another thing quite contrary to that to be his 
withfor man-to obey him ir at-another-time. | 
Jeſus the true Hghtt; the Word of God, by whoſe ſpirit the h8ly 
men of old ſpake:, 'as'they- were moved in giving forth the Seri- 
tures; both Prophets and Apofiles 3 'it was the command of this 
Tus, this true light, this ſpirit that gave forth the Scriptures, in 
that outward budy that he took in-the nature of man, to ſearch the 
Scriptures, Johm 5. 39: ' And he/giveth the reaſon why it is.that 
corriqmarids them to ſearch the Scriptures , iti was becauſe; they 
are they, that teftific of him, they #e they. that bear witneſs, they 
are they that teſtifie, that bear witneſs what he is 3 they are they 
c<h# reftifie, which witneſs what was the Fathers will that as man 
he-was'to'do 3 they are they that teſtifie, that bear witneſs that as 
he was man, hecame notito doh own will z: but the will of the 
Father thit ent him. They are they-that teſtifie, that bear wit- 
neſs what Jeſus the true light, the Word of God: in man is: And 
they are they that teſtitic, that bear-witneſs what this true light is 
in every-man, and what this true light Jeſus doth. in every man. 
They are they, that is, the es are they that teſtifie, that 
bear witneſs how this true light Jus by his ſpigig, it teacheth, it 
-guideth, it leadeth'man into the doing/of. all.that is .of the Truth, 

y that ſpirit, that is, of his wr yp. a" according .to his pro» 
miſe, that he would ſend the fpirit ot-trath, and when he is come 
he ſhall guide them iuto all truth 3. for he ſhall not ſpeak of' him- 
ſelf, but whatſoever he ſhalt hear, that ſhall he ſpeak, for be ſhall re- 
_ ceive of mine, and ſhew jt to Joh 16-13, 14, How do they 

diſobey Jeſus Command ; that refuſe-to. bring their warks, aRj- 
ons, and-doings tothe Scripturesito be tryed.by them, whether or 
no they are the works; ations, and'doings.of Jclus the true lght 
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in then, and that-ander a pretgnce becauſe: Jeſys the true; light is 
in ther, and therefore its that they need not, op ought.not. ta do 
it!! Arid-how willingly are chey to be deceived, in, thinking. what 
is done in them, and by:them, is done in and by Jelus the true 
light in them ! And yet will.not bring it tothat which, Jeſus laith, 
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them ! : j oa - {4 >= $oet+3 757 Cs Lf 1m 
' And therefore there-is*great- reaſon 'why the: Scriptures are to 
be ſearched, to be ſought alter; (carchied and ſought into,, to find 
ont what it is that they teſtifie, what it is that they bear witneſs of 
Jeſus fo be, as he is the-true Light, the Word. of God, the Saviour 
of man. As he ſends his (pirit of Truth into man to. make known 
to man what that ſpirit xeceives from him, gnd thereby to guide 
manintd all Truth 3; and- whatever it is in-man that pret to 
be the'work, aftions, or doings of the Light of Jeſas inthem, and 
is not agreeable to the teſtimony, the witne(s that:the Scripture 
bears of Jeſus'the true Light, and of his works, ations, or doings 
in man. And if that be true that Jeſus ſaid ( as I believe none 
dare deny the truth of it ) that the Scriptures teſtifie of him, then 
"thoſe works, a&tions, or doings that they do not teftifie to be the 
works-of Jeſus in man, as hees the true Light, and. ſends his ſpi- 
rit to guide them into all Truth, may very well be looked upon 
and judged to be the work of Saten, the ſubtile-Scrpent. iv man, 
transforming himſelf into the likeneſs of. an Angel of. Light; 
which Satan did inghe Apoſtles time upon the like occafion, read 
2 Corinth. 11. 13, 14, 15. For ſuch are falſe Apoſtles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themſelves into the Apoftles of Chriſt, And no 
marvel, for Satan bimſelf is transformed into an Angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing, -if bis miniſters alſo be transformed as 
the miniſters of righteouſneſs, but et them be ſo, yet their end ſhall 
be according to wg workt © + p "a 
The Apoſtle ſpeaking of Chrift, and how it is our duty to follow 
Chriſt's Example, . he brings Scripture to prove the truth of what 
he ſaid, Roms. 15. 1, 2, 3, 4. We therefore that are ſtrong, ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves. Le e- 
very one of us pleaſe his neighbour for his good to bis edification. For 
even Chriſt pleaſed not bimſelf, but as it is written, The reproaches of 


them that reproached thee, fell on me. © For whatſoever thirgs were writ- 


ten aforetime, were written far our learning, that we threngh patience 


' and comfort of the ſcriptures might bave bope. The Apolie __ 
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down the duty of thoſe that are ſtrong ( and may” I not -fay, of. 
thoſe that would be thought or do. think themſclves ftronger than 
others? ) and that is not to pleaſe-themgglves, to ſatisfic and con- 
tent themſelves in that they are ſtronger than others, and [6 ex- 
alt themſclves over and above thoſe that arc weak 3 but their 
duty 1s to bear the infirmities of the weak, and thereby go pleaſe 
his neighbour for that is good to edification. And it «his their 
 ſodvingthat was to follow the example of Chriſt who pleaſed not 
himſelf” ayd that he proves by Scripture, that it was the duty 
of the grong to follow Chrifts example, and that Chriſt did 
not pleaſe himſelt, becauſe it is written , The reproaches of them 
that reproached thee fell upon me. And then he tells them ,- That 
what was written in the Scripture aforetime , was written for them t0 
learn. I pray, what is jt that we ſhould learn by the Scripture, it 
we are not to learn thereby to follow Chriſts example , in pro- 
ving our works;a&cions, or doings by the Scriptures Was it not 
Chriſts practice to inake uſe oft the Scriptures to prove, that 
what he did was according to Gods declared will made known 
by the Prophets? arid was it not the praQice of the Apoltle ? ſee 
for one place the afore-mentioned Scripture , where the Apeſtle 
does not onely bring Scripture to prove what was his and the 
Saints duty for them to do, but he alſo brings Scripture to prove 
that Chriſt did the ſame things that was written of him in the 
Scriptures zhat he (ſhould do; and alſo that it was and is the duty 
of thoſe that are Chrilts Diſciples to follow him in what he there- 
"in did, which was acc8rding to Gods declared will in the Scti- 
Ptures that he ſhould do.: And many other places of Scripture 
there bethat Chriſt and his Apoſtles made. uſe of the Scriptures 
to yove. that what they did was agreeable to the will of God, 
before declared by the holy men of God. 

And l hope none will deny it in words, and therefore TI (hall 
bring no more Scripture to prove that it was the praice of Chriſt, 
and followed by the Apoſtles 3 ang.yct theſe were ſuch as had the 
fametrue light in chem that gave forth the "Scriptures: And do 
any. men think themſelves better than Chriſt and the Apoſtles, 
and that becauſe the ſame true light that is in them that was in 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles, and that therefore they ought not to bring 
their works, ations, and doings to the Scriptures to be tryed: by 
them, to ſee whether they be agrezable to the works, aRions, or 


doings of the. holy men of old, done in them by that ſpirit that 
gave 


ATE _- << ? d]. 
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| gaveforth the Sctiptutres 3 br whether they be agreeable" ro- the 

will of God Ledured ih. the Seriptures IG bly en ot--old, 

that was and is Gods will for 'uis to obey hin In, The Apoſtle 
 faid, Whatſoever things were written aforetimie wort "written for | our © 
learning, (What ? wete they written onely for the learning of 
the Apofiles, and thoſe in that day ? And what,. were, they not 
written for our learning now in this day of the ſhining forth of 
the ſight amongſt us? And' to the ſame end that we through pa- 
tience and the comfort of the Scriptures-might haveghope:: And 
have we not cortifort and hope by bringing our workssaGions, 
and doings to the Scriptures, to try them by the Scriprures'? 
ſay, to try our works, aQtions, or doings 'by the Scri- 
ptures ? = 

I do ndt ay to try the true light that is in us by the Scriptures, 
that is a falfigy and deceit to ſpeak after that trianher 3 but to try 
our works;aCtions, and doings by the Scriptures, to fee how @- 
greeing they are to the works, ations, and doings of the holy men 
of God in thoſe things that the Scripture make mention-of\,” that 
ay were carried forth by the ſpirit of God, the true light in them 
to do 3 and alſo to try our works, a@ions, and doings by thoſe 
things written in the Scripture , that the holy men gave forth 
by the ſpirit of God in them, the'trne light, that-is, the duty for 
man to do, according to the declared will of God. Now as we 
being our works, a&ions, or doings to this Touch-ſtone to be try- 
ed by it, and find that our works, a&ions,,or doings, are agree- 
able to what the holy men of old did in obedience to Gods and 
as they in obedience to God declared what was Gods will-thag 
man ſhould obey him in : I ſay, as men thus bring their works, 
aQions, or doings to the holy Scriptureto be tryed by it, whether 
they are agreeable tothe works, aQtidns og doings that God by'his 
ſpirit, the true light, wrought in the holy men of old that gave 
forth the Scriptures 3 or agreeable 'to what God by the ſpirit of the 
true light gave in command to the holy men of old , "that tman 
ought to doin obedience to God. 

And when they haye brought their works, ations, or doings 
to the Scriptures thus to be tryed, and find them anſwerable-and 
aprecing to the works, ations, or doings wrought by Gods \pi- 
rit, the true light in the holy men of old , ' or anſwerable and a- 
greeing to the works, ations, or doings given forth from God by 


- the holy men of old for man ker in. As they thus _- 
their 
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their works,. ations or doings to be an{werable and agreeing to _ 
and with the Scriptures, ſo are the Scriptures a comfort and hppe 
to them 3 that as the holy men of God in old time di& enjoy the 
love and favour of God in this lite, and more in the life to come, 
as is made known in the Scriptures, fo if we with patience con- 
tine in our obedience (by the help and'affiſtance of the true light + 
in us) to God, according to Gods declared will in the Scriptures, 
God may ayd will do the like by us and for us , as he did tor the 
' holy mien of old : And this Comtort and Hope I have ang do 
now find 'in the Scriptures, for ſome years betpre I heard of the 
name of a Quaker, I by experience had found that ths Letter of 
the Scripture killed, and from that death, that” I was made fer- 
viceabr. of that I got by truſting in that knowledge that I had by 
the Letter of the Scriptures, thinking by that knowledge to'have = 
eternal life, it. made me afraid to read the Scriptures for above a 
year, fearing thereby I ſhould be a means to hinder my felf of that 
life that was to be had in and.by the ſpirit that gave forth the 
Scripturesz and I did declare that the Sgriptures were not the 
Word of God, but that was the Word of God by which all things 
were made 3 but the Scriptures as they were given forth by the 
ſpirit of God, as he moved-the holy men to ſpeak/them, fo they 
were the words ſpoken by Gog. 

And now I do give that honour to the Scriptures that Paul writ 
of; 2 Tim.3. 15, 16,17. And from 2 child thon haſt known the holy 
Scriptures which are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation through faith, 
which'is in Cbrift Feſws. All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for reproot, for correQtion, for inftruftion in 
rightcouineſs, that the man of God may be perfe&, throughly fur- 
niſhed unto all good works z here is the right uſe Vhat is to be 
made of the Scriptures 3 they are able to make wiſe unto ſalvation 
but it muſt be through that faith that is-in Chriſt Jc{Hs, it muſt be 
by believing that there is a power in Chritt Jeſus tlie true light 
to fave us; and in' that belict to yield an'obedience *tb God, in 
what God hath made known to us tobe his will to obþcy him in. 
In this faith, manitefted by obedience, the Scriptures, are able to | 
make wiſe unto ſalvation : and then- as they are given\þy inipira- \ © 
tion of God, they are profitable for DoEtrine, whatever\is taught 
ought to be agreeable to the Scripture, and the Scriptureghye pro- 
htable for reproot, all reproot ought to be-agreeable to Scri-» 
ptuxes3 and they are profitable for correQion, all correction wught 
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3th to be agrecable to the Scriptures 3. and they are profitable for in- 

ſird&ion ig righteouſndls, all inſtruftion in righteouſnels is agree- 

able to the Scripture, that by this means the man of God may be 

perfe& throughly furniſhed unto good works. How is the man. of 

| God to be made perfe& throughly furniſhed unto good works ? 

I... that is, how is the man of God to know perfeRly and throughly 

what are thoſg good works that God requires of him to do? Is 

it not þy the knowing of them, as God hath been pleaſed to make 

known what is his revealed will for man to obey him ip , as they 

are writtew in the Scriptures? I ſpeak this as Pal did of thoſe 

that have the Scriptures, as Timothy had , and not of thoſe that 

1ave not the ScripturesFwho by the trac Light,the power a#them 

Divine Nature in them, do thoſe things that God hath wrieten 

in his Law within them 3 by which Law, written in them, as they 

yield an obedicnce to it, God perfeqly and throughly furniſhes the 

—_ good works, according to his revealed, will written within 
them. e : 

This is to make the'right uſe of the Scriptures, and not to Ido- 
lize them on the one hand , as if eternal life was to be had in 
them, as did the Jews, and as once I did nor to undervalue them 
on the other hand, as ſome do, who becaule the true Light is in 
them (and the ſame true light is fn all,,men) and theretore they 
undervalue the Scriptures, becauſe that 1s in them that gave forth 
the Scriptures. And they are all undervaluers of the .Scriptures, 
who rctuſe to bring their works, actions , or doings to the Scri- 
ptures, totry them by the Scriptures whether thoſe works, aQions , 
or doings of them, be the works, aQions, or doings of Jeſus the 
true Light inthem. Jeſus-and the Apoſtles proved their works, 
actions, or doings by the Scriptures , that they were done by the 
true Light ig them 3 "that is, that they were done as God had de- 
clared to be, nis will that they ſhould do, as it is written in the 
Scriptures, which the holy men ſpake as they were moved by the 
true light iz them ; And if any ones works, actions, or doings 
be the work, of the true Light Jeſus iv them , then they are agree- 
able and likke the works , : a&ians'ot the holy men who gave forth 
the Scriptfure, as thoſe holy men wrought, a&tcd , or did by the 
workings aQing, or doing by the ſame ſpirit jo them that gave 
Scripture, or agreeable and like the works, ations, or 
doings that the holy men by the ſpirit, the true Light in them, de- 
clarc:d to be Gods mind and will for man to do. (And thoſe 
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works, a&ions , or dvings', let them be done by whom they wills 
althovgh hy ſuch as think themſelves equal with the Apoſiles 
whoſe works, ations,and doings are not anſwerable and agreeing 
to what the holy rrien of old was moved to write to be Gods will 
that man ſhould obey him in, written rin the Scriptuzes; I ay, 
that if their works, aftiongwand doings be not anſ{werable apd a- 
greeing to' what is written in the Scriptures, that is Gods dechared 
tnind and will for them to do ,” they.may talk of what light they 
pleaſe; that "pj in them (if they will have it ſo called) that leads 
" thern forth in the doing of ally thing that is'contrary, and not an- 
ſwerable and agreeing to Gods declared will written in the Scri- 
ptures, it is not the true light 3 but if it may be called a light, it 
is that knowing light, or the light of knowledge, that Satan him- 
ſelf is transform'd into 4 and it is no great ghing if his Miniſters or 
ſervants work, a& or do by that light, as I my (elf have done ,and 
have therein been deceived by the ſubtile Serpents (elf in me; I 
have known much of the ſubtile Serpents felfs Temptations,how he 
bath tempted me in the'doing of what God hath forbidden me to 
do, that thereby I ſhould be in knowledge as Gods, knowing good 
and evil. - V | 
It was Gods Command to Iſaiah ( chap. 8.) to bind up the 
Teſtimony and ſeal the Law among his Diſciples, and that people 
ſhould ſeek to their God , to the Law and to the Teftimony : If 
they ſpeak_not according to this Word,it is becauſe there is no light 
in them. In Tſatah's days,when the Scriptures were le(s than they 
are now, yet they were then to be bound up and fealed amongſt 
Gods Diſciples, and people were then to ſeek to their God, to the 
Law and to the Teftiraony 3 and it they did not then fpeak accor- 
ding to this Word of the Law and Teſtimony then written in the 
Scriptures,it was becauſe there wasno light in them ; that is to ſay, 
they didniot ſpeak accordingtoahe movingsgf the true light jn them, 
for man cannot fhut'or keep out the true light trom being in him : 
The true light Jeſus is and will be in man, teaching him what is 
Gods will for him to do.and fo enabling of him to do Gods will.if 
he will bclieve in the Name, in the Power of this Jeſus the true 
Light, that chere is a power in this light to = from fin, it fc will 
yield an obedience to it, in leaving and forſating the doing of«that 
which this light in Him tells him God hath forbidden him to do; 
and if man will not yield obedience to this true light the ipirit of 


God in him , and thereby come to be faved from fin, then this 
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true light the Spirit of God will remain and abide in him, judg- 
ing and condemning of him for his diſobedience to the Command 
of God ; and they cannot keep it out of them, but if will be in 
them judging and condemning of them for their diſobedience ; 
And fo the true light may be ſaid to be in thoſe that ſpeak not 
according to the Law and the Teltinggny of the Scriptures. | 

"But the true light is not in them , ſo as that they are broughe 
into the obedience of the light, and fo it may be faid$not to, be in 
them. Thelight of the body is the eye, it thexefore thine eye be 
fingle, the whole body is full of 1ht ; but if thine eye be evil, * 
thy whole body ſhall be full of darkneſs. If therefore the lighe 
that is in thee, be darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs ? Mat. 6. 
22,23. While the eye of the underſtanding and knowing part in 
man is ſingle, that is, alpne and onely for God, and dclire nothing 
in that underſtanding and knowledge,but Gods will to be done in 
his obeying God according to that underſtanding and knowledge 
that they have of God, then the whole body is full of light, full of 
obedience 3 but if the eye be evil, it ip the underſtanding and 
knowledge we have of God, we deſire more to pleale, ſatisfe, and 
content our ſelves in that we know whats Gods declared will 
that we (ſhould do, then to yicld an obedience to God in what we 
know, this makes the eye of the underſtanding and knowing part 
in man evil, and then the whole body ſhall be full of darknefs, full 
of diſobedience. If therefore the light that is in us be darkneſs, if 
therefore we have an underſtanding and knowledge of what is 
Gods will that we ſhould do, and we obey not God according to 
what we know of God, how great is that darkneſs ? how great is 
that diſobedience ? And therefore what great necd is there for 
man to know that he hath denyecd himſelf denycd all that is of 
{elf, and taken up his Croſs to his own will: Without the doing 
thereof, there is no tgllowing of Jeſus , no being a Diſciple of 
Jeſus, no follower, no learner of obedience to that [cſus, to that 
true Light in us, that is there in- us to ſave us from fin , with- 
out the denying of our ſelves, and taking up the Croſs to felf- 
will. | : 
And if it be objeted , Can man deny bimſelf , and take up bis 
Croſs and follow Jeſus * | 

I anſwer, What man may do of himlſelf,in ſeeking, in labouring 
to deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and to follow Jeſus, that is 

only ſclf,and is no depyal of ſelt,nor taking up of any Crofs to (elf : 
- I 
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I know by experience, that the ſubtile Serpent ſelf in man is put- 
ting man upon that, to think that of himſelf he can deny himſelf, 
and follow Jeſus. I read in theScripture, that the kingdom: of hea- 
ven is like unto Teaven, that a woman took and hid in three meaſteres of 
meal, until the whole was leavened, Mat. 13. 33. I pray mark the 
words of the. Scripture z it-is not, that thg Kingdom of Heaven is 
like unto Leaven that a man took and hid in three meaſures*of » 
meal, although baking was an Employment uſed by mey many 
years before Chrilt ſpake this Parable, we read of it io be uſcd by 
men in the time that Foſeph the ſon of Facob was in Egypt 3 but 
it is like unto Leaven which a woman took and hid in three mca- 
ſures of meal. When I began to write, and did write that the 
woman in the myftery is mans being drawn bf the ſpirit, or the 
leadings or goings forth of man by the ſpirit of Jeſus in man, I 
then had not the leatt thoughts of this Parable 3 .but this is the 
woman that takes the Leaven, and not man, Man of himſelt he 
cannot take the Leaven that worketh the change in him 3 no, 
man cannet do iy: it is the work of Jeſus in man drawing him 
forth by his ſpirit to take the Leaven. The Leaven, it is the 
love of God, the maniteltations, the making known of Gods love 
to man 3 and there in man to hide it, as the outward woman hid 
the outward Leaven in the three meaſures of meal, until the whole 
be changed, until the whole be leavened, until the whole be made 
like the Leaven, So the woman in” gan, that is, mans being 
drawn, led, or carricd out by the working of the ſpirit of Jeſus in 
him, ſhe took, that is, the woman, the goings forth of the ſpirit of 
Jeſus in man, it is that which takes in the love of God to man, 
and hides it jn man, in the three meaſures of meal, until the whole 
be leavened, until the whole be changed and made like the Lezven, 
like the love of God. . As the Apolile ſaid, We love him, becauſe 
be firſt loved us ; and ſo the love of God being taken in and hid 
in man, it worketh that change in man as to make man love God 
again. 
"Self in man, according to what I know and underſtand of it in 
me, and ſo, and not otherwiſe, I am to ſpeak and declare of it. 
Self is made up of theſe three parts or properties : The under- 
ſtanding or -knowivg part in man, as it is in union with the ſub- 
tile Sexpent : The detige, love, and atteEionated part in man, as it 
is let out after the Creation : And the Will in man, as ſeparated 
from the Will of God. Theſe three joyned and united together, 
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as the one is not without the other, they are unſeparable. They 
make what to my underſtanding is {elf in man, I having firſt found 
that my falling upon the ſtone f the apprehenlions of Gods Ju- 
ice and Judgments for fin, it had broken me to pfttes, had treu- 
led, had diſquictted me, had cauſed me to mourn tor my fins, 
and to fepent of ther, and to pray againſt them; I now have 
" found the fone of Gods Juſtice and Judgment to fall upon all 
theſe three parts or properties of ſelf in me, and grinding them to 
pieces. I have known ſo much of Gods Jultice and Judgments 
to fall upon me tor that underftanding ,and knowledge, that by 
the Serpeſ:ts ſubfilty I had gained ip reading the, Scriptures and 
other books, and by-words that I had heard ſpoken by men and in 
diſcourſe with men, that I was fo much broken apieces under.the 
manifcttations ard makings known to me of Gods Juſtice, fax my 
knowing more of the Will of God than 1 yielded obedience to 
what | knew, that it made me afraid to read, afraid to ſpeak, 
And then was it made known to me that the letter of the Scri- 
pture killed, becauſe in that knowledge that I-yad, I thought to 
have ctefnal life : And then *it was made known to me that” my 
trulting in that knowledge, hindered me of eternal life: And. then 
was it made known to me that the letter of the Scriptures were 
not the Word of God, nor the power of God to ſalvation : And 
then was it made known to me the dehire, love, and affc&ion that 
I had after the Creation, vhe Cxeatures, and eſpecially the love to 
my (elf, in that what I did in obedience to God, was done for a ſelt- 
end that the Juſtice and Judgments of God might not fall upon 
me for my fins, more than it was for any love I had (9 God ; And 
then was it made known to mie that it was my own will that put 
me upon the doing of all that I did in obcdience to God, and in 
the going from one outward form of Worlhip to another, as I ap- 
prehended which was bc{t, and that God might be belt pleaſcd in. 
And all this was done for a ſelt-cnd t'» «ſcape that punithment that 
I apprehended was due to me for my fins. : 

And fo much was the manifeltations avd making known of 
Gods Wrath and Juſtice to me for my tins 3 and not fo much for 
my outward ſms, that men in the world take notice of to be fin 
and evil, for ſo all my life I had lived as blamcleſs as moſt had 
done : for now I do know that it was thg true Light Chritt Je- 
fus, that was in me judging and condemning me for ſuch outward 
tins, from my being a very. Child 3 and I was kept from ſuch fins, 
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as being afraid of Gods Juſticggghat was made known to me to 
be due for ſuch fins; and yet Mt ſo kept, but that the (ſubtile 
Serpent ſometimes prevailed over me. And then when I had 
ſinned, how did I repent, and mnarn, and humble my (elf, and 
pray to God for forgivene(s, and fet upon religious duties, as I was 
then taught, to gain the love and favour of God! until at laſt 
theſe Prayers, theſe Mourings, theſe Repentings, theſe Faſtings, 
theſe Religious Perf mances, became the greateli fins in me 3 and 
I apprchended Gags Juſtice and Judgments to be mokt due to me 
for theſe religious fins, as 1 may focall them, more than I did for 
any outward profane fins: for God had made it known to me, 
that it was the Serpent ſelf in me that put me upon the gaining of 
underſtanding and knowledge, to know what was Gods will that 
man ſhould do, thereby to be able to diſcourſe of it amongtt men, 
and to be counted ſome body 3; and alſo by that knowledge I 
thought to have eternal life : And God made it known to me that 
my love was more to my {elf in thoſe things that I did in obe- 
dicnce to him, than it was from any true love that I had to God 
for if I could have eſcaped Gods Juſtice for fin, 1 ſhould have 
loved and delighted more in nning than in obeying God: And 
God made it known to me, that it was my own will, and that for 
ends that I haPof my own, that I didall that 1 did in gaining and 
dcliring to gain knowledge'of him and of his will. And fo much 
was I then grownd in pieces by the ſtone of che mangicſtations,and 
making known of Gods Juſtice an& Judgment de to me for ry 
religjous (ins, as I may ſo call them, as that I was afraid to rcad, 
and I dare not pray to God, but ſometimes would fall down up- 
on my knees and figh and grown, but dare not ſpeak a word, nor 
dare not ſpeak and diſcourle of things concerning God, as former- 
ly I had done, nor keep'no company with thoſe that were thought 
to be gody perſons, as before T had done, nor went to no out ward 
form of Worſhip, but ſighed and mourned to my felt, but made 
no outward [hcew of it, for fear 1 ſhould play the Hypoerite. 

And while 1 was ir: this ſtate and condition, what was it that 
I would not have given for one glympſe or little beam of the ma- 
king known of Gods love to me! which when I was worſhipping 
and ſerving God, as I thought I was, when in the Serpents ſubtil- 
ty, in the underſtanding and knowledge that hc had put me upon 
to gain, and in the obedience that he had put me upon todo, after 
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for my fins, and my Promiſes and, Vows made to God to do fo no 
more 3 then could I calily ap nd Gqd to be a merciful God, 
forgiving ſins and treſpaſſes, and that God had a love to me ; 
But now when I ſaw that in all theſe religious duties, as I then 
called them, I found that to be true which often in words I had 
ſpoken, That all owr Righteouſueſs was but as filthy rag and as a 
monſ(truous Garment , and that we ſinned in the beſt of our duties and 
performances. When I found this to be true indeed, which I had 
ſo often in formality ſpoken, then there remained in me nothing 
but a fear of Gods Juſtice and Judgments to foffow me for my ſin, 
and eſpecially for my rcligious tins, for my mocking God in a ſce- 
ming outward obedicnce to him, in doing the outward things that 
I knew was his will for mc to do; but my heart was not upright 
to God,my love was to my fin 3 but for fear of his- Juſtice, I dare 
not commit the fin : and fo it was {clt-will, ſelt-love in» me that 
carried me out in the doing all that I did in obedience to God. 
And for theſe ſelf-a&ions in me, I moſt feared Gods Juſtice to fall 
upon me, and that made me afraid to do or perform any of thoſe 
religious dutics and peftormances, as I then called them. And 
thus by the grinding-ltone of Gods Juſtice, was ſelf in me, in its 
three parts or properties, that is, in* the underttanding and know-- 
ing part, in thedefirc, love and affection, and in the will ; which 
I in the Parable compare to the three meaſures of Meal, being thus 
grownd and made ht tor the [Lcaven of Gods love, tobe taken in 
by the woman in me. The drawings or goings forth of the ſpi- 
rit of Jeſus in me to ſave me from fin, which now I know was all 
of his working and preparing, although I did not then ungerftand 
it tobethe work.of Jeſus in me 3 but now I know that it was the 
work of Jcſus in me, to cauſe me to deny my (elf, to deny my 
(cf in that underſtanding and wiſdom that the Serpent put me 
upon to learn, to deny my ſclt in my love and dclire tothe Crea- 
tion, and eſpecially to that oft ſelf in me, afd to deny. my elf in 
'my own will, and eſpecially in the doing of what thenl called re- 
ligious works or Worlhip done to God. 

And while I lay thus grownd apicces, I ſaw nothing in my (elf 
to recommend me to God, nor ſaw nothing in my ſelf why God 
thould beſtow any love upon me 3+ nor could ] apprehend that there 
was any love in me to God, as once I could and did apprehend 
that there was love in me to God, when I was worthipping him 
in the Serpents wiſdom, in my own will: Then I thought there 
was 


139) 970 
was 2 love in me to God; and would fay fo too 3 and would have 
taken it very ill, if any one ſhould have told me that I did noe 
dove God. And while F was in this {ad and deplorable eſtate, 
without apprehending any love in me to God, or any love in God 
to me, Now I do know that this was the work of Jeſus the true 
Light in me, workirg in me by his ſpirit, to ſave me from fin ; 
and that not onely from the outward aQions of ſin, but to ſave 
me from the tove of fin. And when he had thus prepared in me, 
if I mayo call them, his three meaſures of Meal, the Underſtand- ' 
ing and Knowing part in me, the Deſire and Love jp me, and the 
Will in me, and made then fit for the woman, thrawings, the 
leadings and goings forth of the ſpirit of Jeſus in me, to take the 
Leaven, to take the makings known of the Fathers love to meFhen 
he cauſed it to be fo to me, then he made known the Fathers loye 
to me. 

And the manner of it was thus: It pleaſed him to bring into 
my mind the words of Manoah, Sampſon's Father and his Mother, 
when theyſaw the Angel of the Lord to aſcend up in the flame of 
the Altarz Manoah ſaid to his wife, We ſhall ſurely die, becauſe we 
have ſeen God. Bat his wife” ſaid unto bim, If the*Lord were pleaſed 
to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering, and a meat-offer- 
ing at our hands, neither would be bave ſhewed ns all theſe things, xor 
would at this time have told 'us ſuch things as theſe, Judg 13, Up- 
on the thinking of theſe words, God was pleaſed to put this into 
me; That if God had been pleaſed to kill me, to ſend me to Hell, 
to darn "me, he would never have ſhewed me all theſe things: 
He would never- have'thewed”me the deceit of the ſubtile Serpent 
{elf in me, in'putting me upon- it'to get to underſtand and know 
Gods declared will made known in the Scriptures, ( which, as to 
the letter of ther, I knew in that day much more than now I 
do: 35 He would never have diſcovered to me the deceit of the 
Serpent, in putting'me upon an outward form of Religion, and 
from one form to another, which'was in beſt eſteem ; and that out 
of a ſelf-love, and not out of any true love that was in me to 
God: And he would never have diſcovered to me that- all this 
was done in'\my own will, for {clf-ends of my own, if God had a 
mind to killme; to ſend me to' Hell; to damn me”: He would ne- 
ver have made' known' theſe things to 'me, but have let me go on 
in'the underſtanding and knowledge that the Serpent had put me 
upon:to get, and to let me have contented my felt in that under- 
| n | TX ſtanding 
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ſtanding and knowledge, and in that worſhip and (crvice of God 
that the (ubtile Serpent had put me upon to-do in iny own will, 
and ſo have let me gone to Hell in deceiving my felt, thinking 
had been going to Heaven, and ſhould never have known that I 
had been going to Hell, until I had been in what is called the 
flames thereof. ; | 

Theconfideration of this, as God would have it, cauſed me to 
have ſome thoughts that God had ſome love to me, or elfe he 
would never have made known theſe things to me. And this 
was but a little Leaven, and a very little too: for I conſidering the 
greatneſs of rf ſins, and eſpecially of my religious fins ( as I now 
call them ) how much I had therein mocked God 3 and the Ser- 
pent when he ſaw he could no more deceive me in a form of god- 
lineſs,then he had almoſt got me to deſpair of Gods love,untilGod 
dropped in a little hopes of it upon the atorementiontd conſidera- 
tions 3 but (o little was this Leav. »f the manifeſtations, or ma- 
king known of Gods love to me, tnat I was a long time between 
hope and fear, until at length I thought there was ſomgthing ſtir- 
zivg in me that 1 could love God, or a willingne(s in me to love 
God and then began to have ſome hope that God might love 
me, but not for any deſert of mine, as while ] was in the deceiva- 
ble eſtate deceived by the Serpent, 1 thought then that God might 
love me for what 1 did for God in my obedience to God ; but 
now I knew a death to-all thoſe thoughts that God ſhould love 
me for the obedience that I had done to him, all that was grownd 
ro pieces in me 3 and now if God loved me, he muſt love me free- 
ly. And thus as I apprehended the freeneſs of Gods love to me, 
fo I found a love to grow in me toGod. And that underſtanding 
and knowledge that the Serpent had perſwaded me to, and that 
love and defire to ſelf that he had wrought in me, and that will 
of my own which before I ated by and did all in, Ltound to be 
ſo broken and grownd apieces, as not to oppole or hinder the 
working of the Leaven of Gods love in me 3 but the Leaven of 
Gods love did ſo work in me, as to work up my heart again unto 
a love to God. 

And then if at any time any thing of the parts or 496 jg of 
ſelf did riſe in me, the Light of Jeſus in me diſcovered it, and 
made it known to mez and by my obedience yielding to the 
Light in thoſe diſcoverings of ſelf in me, ſelf it was kept under and 
ſubdued. And ſoas it is the property of the Meal, not to oppoſe 
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or hinder the working of the Leaven that it is hid in, but it is pa(- 
ſive, it ſuffers the Leaven to do its own work; foasI kept in 0- 
bedience to the Light in me, which although then I did rot know 
it by that name, but onely by the name of the ſpirit of God in me. 
I fay, as | was kept by that power, by the power of the Light or 
ſpirit of God in me, in obedience to the Light or ſpirit of God 
in me, which made a diſcovery of the attempts or endeavours of 
ſelf to riſe again.in mez and as I was kept in obedicnce to thar 
which diſcovered (elf in me, ſo ſelf was Kept down in men all irs 
v#hree parts or properties 3 and fo as felt was kept down in me, ſo 
ſelf oppoſed not the working of the Leaven, the making known of 
Gods love to me, that wrought'in me a love to God again 3 and 
{o as my loye increaſed to God, fo it decreaſed to felt in all the 
three parts os properties of it. And fo I came to know how to 
deny my {elf, and take up the Crols to that wilt in me, that is not 
willing that Gods will ſhould be done in me, and to follow Jeſus, 
to follow that in me that was in me a ſaving me from fin. As 
the Leaven being hid in the Meal, doth not preſently do its work 
in leavening the whole, but doth it by degrees a little and a little, 
and in length of time it is that it brings the whole to be like ir 
ſelf; fo did I then find, as now I do, the Leaven of the love of 
God made known and hid in ;3zpa3 It did not then at the firſt ma- 
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of God in me, as to work out the love of all ſelf in me ; _ but b 
little and little; as I now find my love increaſe to God, fo I tind 
. love todie and dzrreafe to (elf in me, in all its three parts or pro- 
perties 3 and thereby a greater ſtrength to increaſe in me, to take 
up the Crols in me to that will in me that is not willing that the 
will of God ſhould be done in me. 

Man in himſelf of his own will; went out of his obedience to 
God, and ſo in and by his diſobedience he loſt his love to God, 
and (o came under the manifeſtations or makings known of Gods 
Juſtice and Judgment for his in. So man muſt by Gods making 
known his love which is in God, as God changed not to man, by 
this unchangeable love, man mult be brought to love God again 
and in and by that unchangeable love, man is reſtored to love God 
again 3 and in and by the obedience done in man to God by that 
love of God which worketh the love in man, by the making known 
of Gods love to man, which begers a love in man to God by 
which love to God it is that _ denies himſelf, all (elf, all thac 
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ſtanding and knowledge, and in that worſhip and ſervice of God 
that the ſubtile Serpent had put me upon to-do in ny own will, 
and ſo have let me gone to Hell in deceiving my felt, thinking 
had been going to Heaven, and ſhould never have known that I 
had becn going to Hell, until I had been in what is called the 
flames thereof. ; 

The conſideration of this, as God would have it, cauſed me to 
have ſome thoughts that God had ſome love to me, or elſe he 
would never have made known theſe things to me. And this 
was but a little Leaven, and a very little too: tor I conlidering the 
greatneſs of rf ſins, and eſpecially of my religious fins ( as I now 
call them ) how much I had therein mocked God 3 and the Ser- 
pent when he ſaw he could no more deceive me in a form of god- 
lineſs,then he had almoſt got me to deſpair of Gods love,untilGod 
dropped in a little hopes of it upon the atorementiontd conſidera- 
tions 3 but (o little was this Leaven of the manifeſtations, or ma- 
king known of Gods love to me, that I was a long time between 
hope and fear, until at length I thought there was ſomgthing ſiir- 
Ting in me that I could love God, or a willingneſs in me to love 
God; and then began to have ſome hope that God might love 
me, but not for any Teſert of mine, as while ] was in the deceiva- 
ble eſtate deceived by the Serpent, 1 thought then that God might 

. love me for what 1 did for God in my obedience to God , but 
aA ,. now I knew a death to-all thoſe thoughts that God ſhould love 

\.. me for the obedience that I had done to him, all that was grownd 
ro pieces in me 3 and now if God loved me, he muſt love me free- 
ly. And thus as I apprehended the freeneſs of Gods love to me, 
fo I found a love to grow in me toGod. And that underſtandivg 
and knowledge that the Serpent had perſwaded me to, and that 
love and deſire to ſelf that he had wrought in me, and that will 
of my own which before I acted by and didall in, IL tound to be 
ſo broken and grownd apieccs, as not to oppoſe or hinder the 
working of the Leaven of Gods love in me 3 but the Leaven of 
Gods love did ſo work in me, as to work up my heart again unto 
a love to God. 

And then if at any time any thing of the parts or properties of 
ſelf did riſe in me, the Light of Jeſus in me diſcovered it, and 
made it known to- mez and by my obedience yielding to the 
Light in thoſe diſcoverings of (elf in me, ſelf it was kept under and 
ſubdued. * And ſo as it is the property of the Meal, not to oppoſe 
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or hinder the working of the Leaven that it is hid in, but it is -pa(- 
ſive, it ſuffers the Leaven to do its own work; ſoas I kept in 0- 
bedience to the Light in me, which although then I did cot know 
it by that name, but onely by the name of the ſpirit of God in me. 
I fay, as 1 was kept by that power, by the power of the Light or 
ſpirit of God in me, in obedience to the Light or ſpirit of God 
in me, which made a diſcovery of the attempts or endeavours of 
ſelf to riſe again.in me3 and as I was kept in obedicnce to that 
which diſcovered ſelf in me, ſo (elf was Kept down in men all irs 
three parts or properties 3 and ſo as ſelf was kept down in me, ſo 
ſelf oppoſed not the working of the Leaven, the making known of 
Gods love to me, that wrought'in me a love to God again 3 and 
ſo as my loye increaſed to God, fo it decreaſcd to felt in all the 
three parts os properties of it. And ſo I came to know how to 
deny my {elf, and take up the Croſs to that wilt in me, that is not 
willing that Gods will ſhould be done in me, and to follow Jeſus, 
to follow that in me that was in me a ſaving me from fin. As 
the Leaven being hid in the Meal, doth not preſently do its work 
in leavening the whole, but doth it by degrees a little and a little, 
and in length of time it is that it brings the whole to be like ir 
ſelf; fo did I then find, as now I do, the Leaven of the love of 
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of God in me, as to work out th, love of all ſelf in me ; _ but b 
little and little; as I now find my love increaſe to God, fo I tind 
. love todie and dzrreafe to (elf in me, in all its three parts or pro- 
perties 3 and thereby a greater ſtrength to increaſe in me, to take 
up the Croſs in me to that will in me that is not willing that the 
will of God ſhould be done in me. 

Man in himſelf of his own will; went out of his obedience to 
God, and ſo in and by his diſobedience he loſt his love to God, 
and (o came under the maniteſtations or makings known of Gods 
Juſtice and Judgment for his fin. So man mult by Gods making 
known his Jove which is in God, as God changed not to man, by 
this unchangeable love, man muſt be brought to love God again 3 
and in and by that unchangeable love, man is reſtored to love God 
apain 3 and in and by the obedience done in man to God by that 
love of God which worketh the love in man, by the making known 
of Gods love to man, which begers a love in man to God, by 
which love to God it is that man denies himſelf, all (elf, all thac 
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is of ſelf, in all the parts or properties of it. And fo in that 
denial of (elf, he takes up the Croſs to his own will : And fo as 
heis in the denying of himſelf, and taking up of the Croſs to his 
will, to that will in him that is contrary to Gods will, and would 
not that Gods will ſhould be done in him : And (© as this Croſs 
is taken up, ſo are the manifeſtations or makings known of Gods 
Juſtice or Judgments in man, and to man, for his fins, they are ta- 
ken away from man. There is no condemnation to them which are in 
Chrift Feſis, who walk, notggfter the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, Rom. $. 
1. Mark, /therc is no condemnation, there is no manifeſtation 
making known of Gods Juſtice or Judgments tor fin, to thoſe that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, to thoſe who walk not after the fleſh, to thoſe 
who walk not after the ſelf-will that is in man, but walk after the 
ſpirit of Jeſus in man, walk after that which ſaves man from ſin, 
from all lin; and that not onely from the outward attions of "fin, 
but allo the inward love and deſire to fin. 

I am, by the affiſtance of the Light, the ſpirit of Jefus in me, en- 
deavouring to be of Paxl's mind, Philip. 3. But what things were 
gain to me, thoſe things I count loſs for Chriſt. Tea and doubtleſs, I 
count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Feſus my Lord : for whom I have ſuffered the loſſ of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Chriſt, And be found in bim, 
not having my own righteouſneſs, w is of the Law, but that which 
is through the faith of Chriſt : Th . 1 ntay know bim, and the power 
of bis reſurrefion, and the fellowſhip of bis ſufferings, bging made con- 
formab/e 19 his death, If by any means I might attajn unto the reſur- 
refion of the dead, Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfe@ : but I follow after, if I may apprehend that for which I 
am alſo apprehended of Chriſt Feſus. Brethren, I count not my ſelf to 


' bave apprehended © but this one thing I do \, forgetting thoſe things that 


are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things that are before ; br 
forward towards the mark,, for the price of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Feſws. Let us therefore, as many as be perfed}, be thus minded : 
andjf in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal it even this 
#11t0 yow, And thus have I, as briefly, as well as I could, let you 
know my experience how man may deny himſelf, and take up a 
Croſs to ſelt-will or mans own will, and follow Jeſus. And I 
hope the reading of it will not burden the Witneſs or S-cd of 
God in any, although ſome have pretended that the hearing of me 
(peak to this purpoſe, hath burdened the Witnels or Seed of Gol 
in them. | . | 
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I (hall ſpeak ſomething of the that I. know by experi. | 
ence that comes to man by yielding to J ods Will', by having of 
our Wills reſigned and given up into Gods Will, as the Will of 
man was when God made him in his own Image, by our having 
our Wills reſigned and given up into Gods Will, we do thereby 
make it appear, that we belike Jeſus which was conceived in the 
Womb of the Virgin Mary, and fo took the outward nature of 
man, as God created man without ſin , in that nature of man or 
outward body of man, the man Jeſus, the Divine Nature dwelt 
that is, it took up its abode or being there, it ſtayed , it remained 
there 3 aug*the dwelling or abiding of the Divine Nature in that 
outward body of the man Jeſus , was that which cauſed that out- 
ward body to do nothing but what was the Will of God for that 
body, that it ſhould do, as in that body of Jeſus he did declare and 
make known, ſaying, I do nothing of my ſelf, but as the Father hath 
tangbt me I ſpeak, theſe things, Joh.8.28. He ſpake not of himſelf, but: 
the Father that ſent him, he gave him a Commandment what he 
ſhould fay,and whit he.{hould ſpeak, and he knew his Command- 
ment is life everlaſting 3 therefore whatſoever he ſpake , it was 
even as the Father had ſaid to him, ſo he ſpake, Fohn 12.49, 50. 
And that the world may know that he loved the Father, and as the 
Father gave him commandment, even ſo be did, John 14. 31. And 
when there was fomething that did riſe or get up in that outward «+ _ 
ey Jon as the nature of man was in it, that would not have _ " 
had Gods will to have been done to that body, which that body += 
came to do, which he called his Will : Yet how did he pray tothe 
Father, that that will of his that was not willing to: have that done 
to that body, which that body came to do, that that Will that he 
called his Will ſhould not be done, but that the Will that he cal- 
led the Fathers Will ſhould be done, as you may read in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. 

Now as we come to have our wills refigned and given up into 
Gods will, ſo we make it appear that we be like Jeſus , that as he 
in that body that was of thenature of man, had the Livine Na- 
ture to dwell in that body, ſo we in the outward body, that is, in 
the Nature of man have the Divine Nature to dwell in us 3 I do 
not fay in that meaſure and fulneſs that the Divine Nature dwelt 
in that body, for the tulnel(s of the Divirſt Nature dwelt in that bo- 
dy 3 and to (ay that the ſeme fulneſs dwells in our bodies, I think 


to be Blaſphemy : But this I do ſay, that as our wills come to be 
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refigned and given up to the will of God , fo we make it appear 
that we be like Jeſus; that is, as he was in that outward body 
in the nature of man, and fo had the Divine Nature to dwell in 
him 3 ſo in theſe bodies of ours the Divine Nature dwells in. us, 
that is, a mcaſure of the Divine Nature to dwell in us, as Chriſt is 
the Head, and weathe Mcmbers of-that Body 3 and fo as every 
member of the outwagd body partakes in its meaſure of the ſame 
life that is in the heat, (o it is in the ſpiritual or miſtical Body 
of Jeſus. As we come to haug our wills retigned and given up 
into the will of God, ſo we make it appear that we are members 
of that Body, and that thexe is a meaſure of the ſame Nivine Na- 
ture to dwell in us, in theſe bodies of ours, that dwelt in- that out- 
ward Body of that outward Jeſus 3 and that according to the 
meaſure- of the ſame Divine Nature dwelling in theſe bodies of 
ours, ſo we a& and do the ſame things that were a&ed and done 
by that Body of Jeſus. As the ſame Divine Nature dwells in us, 
as it takes up its abode and ſtays in us, and remains in us, ſo in 
theſe bodies of ours are the ſame things aQed and done, as was 
by the ſame Divine Nature ated and done in that Body of Jeſus, 
wherein the fulneſ(s of the Divine Nature dwelt: For #n him dwel- 
leth all the fulneſs of the Godbead bodily, Col. 2. 9. 

[ do not ſay that the ſame things are acted and done in theſe 
bodies of ours, wherein this Divine Nature may appear to be in, 
and their making known that this is the will of God that man 
ſhould do, and that is the will of God that man ſhould not do; 
for ſo a meaſure of this Divine Nature is- in all men, as he is the 
zrue light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, John 1. 
And the World was made by him, and the World knew:-him not ; 
the World knew him not; and yet they were made by him, and 
were his own as he was their Creator 3 and he came to them, as 
he is the true light iv them, but they did not receive him , they 
would not give him entertainment, they would not let him dwell 
in them 3 and therefore it is that the ſame things are not acted 
and done in them, that was ated and done in the outward Body 
of Jeſus, and yet he was in them as a light 3 but to as many as 
received him, as many as was Willing that he ſhould dwell in 
them, to them he gave power to be the Sons of God, even to them 
that believed in his Name, even to as many as believed in the 
power of him, the true light in them, which was the Word, and 
the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, and we _—_ 
; is 


his Glory, the Glory as'of the onely begotten of the Father,full of * x4 © - 
Grace and Truth, where a meaſure of the ſame Diving Nature 5 

dwells in theſe bodies of ours, that the. fulneſs thereof dwelt in 
that outward body of Jeſus : There is a beholding of it, a ſeeing 
of it as the Glory of the onely begotten of the Father in them, 
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope, by the KefarreGticn of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead, 1. Pet. 1, 3. | ſay, that where the will is zeligned and given 
up into the will of God, there it does make-it appear that we are 
like Jeſus that as the Divine Nature was in that outward body 
of Jeſus, and dwelt there, and in that outward body it did the 
will of God the Father, ſoa meaſure of the fame Divine Nature is 
in theſe bodies of ours, and dwells chere, and in theſe bodies of 
ours do the will of God the Father, as.it did in that body of Je- 


ſus. | 
And as. Jcſus did nothing of himſelf, but as the: Father taught 
him: and as the Father taught him, ſo he ſpake thoſe things that 
he ſpake. So as our wills come to be reſigned and given up into 
the will of God,we will do nothing of our Tho there will be a 
denying of all (elf, and a dbing onely of ſuch things as the Father 
teacheth us , and, then thexe will be a learing of. our ſelves in all 
we ſpeak, anda ſpeaking of nothing but what the Father teacheth 
us to ſpeak; and theretore men may know by their ations and 
by their words, . whether in their ations and words their wills be 
* religned apd giyen up to God, and (6 thereby they may know 
bes &'mitaſure of the ſame Divine Natur dwells in that body 
of theirs, thag.dwelt in that body of Jeſus, When, men do no- 
thing but what. God the Father teacheth then to do, and fay no- 
thing but what God the Father teacheth them to lay , then they 
make it appear, apt their wills are reſigned and given up into + 
Gods will, and what is done, and what is ſpoken in them, is done 
and ſpoken by a mcaſure of the ſame Divine Nature dwelling ;in 
them, . that dwelt in that body of Jcſus 3 and ſo-they make it Ap- 
pear, that they in theſe bodies be like to what Jeſus was" in that 
body. But when men do ſuch things as God the Father does nut : 
teach them to do, and ſpeak ſnch words as God;the Father does « j (No 
not teach them to ſpeak, they then mike it appear, that in the do-,,q wg 
ing of thole things, and ſpeaking of thoſe words, that their wills \ 
are not religned and given up to Gods will 3 nox are thoſe things \ . 
done, nor thoſe words ſpoken by a-mcaſure of the ſame” Divine WY 
| he - © Nature wn 
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Nature Yao in thera, that'dwelt in that outward body of Je- 
ſus, but thoſe things that were done in them, vere {uch+ as that 
God did not. teach thern to do, and thoſe words ſpoken by them, 
were ſuch as that God did not teach them to ſpeak : Thoſe works 
were done by them in their own Wills, and thoſe words ſpoken 
by them, were ſpoken in their own Wilk. 

Jeſus he ſpake nothing of himſelf , but as the Father that ſent 
him,gave him a Command whathe ſhould ſay, and what he ſhould 
ſpeak, and he knew that his Command was life- everlaſting , and 
therefore what he ſpake was even as the Father had (aid to him. 
So as Our wills come to be reſigned and given up to the Will of 
God, we will ſpeak nothing of our ſelves, - brit as God onr Father 
giveth us a Command what we ſhall fay , and what' we ſhall 
ſpeak 3 and we know that his Command is lite everlafting ; and 
therefore what the Father gives in Command to ſpeak, even fo as 
the Father hath ſaid, ſo to ſpeak, And where there is a knowing 
of what God hath given in Command to ſpeak , and that in this 
Command there is life everlaſting z and ther where there” hath 
not been a ſpeaking of what God hath given in-Command, there 
the Will hath not been reſigned , nor giver yp into theWilF of 
God ; nor hath it: there been made appear, that-the fame Divine 
Nature dwelt in chat body, thatdwelt inthe body of Teſus'{ but tn 
their own Wills, in the Eafthy part inthem, they have Rid the 
Command of God ji thery, that he hath' given” them to ſpeak; 
And . therefore,as man ought not-to ſpeak. any thing in his'own 
Will, fo man in hig wilt 6oght nat” to tride or, kerp in ſence any 
thing that God hath given him in Command'to ſpeak , lerir be 
never ſo little, or never fo much : And as it is mans duty to-obey 
Gods Command in ſpeaking, ſo man ought alſo to have a care'in 
going beyond Gods Command in fpeaking ; for that is! not tothe 
ke Jeſus who ſpake even as the Father had ſaid to him; to ſpeak - 
zaſt ſo much, neith&r more nor leſs. 7 de + | 
And as Jeſiis did tmaniteſt'and make known to' the Works the 
love he'had'to the Father, in that whatſoever the Father gave him 
in Command, even ſo he did ; fo where the Will is refigned'and 
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i” | To.iven up to the Will of God, there is a-making of it appear, © that 


e in theſe bodies be like as Jefus was in that body 3 in that we 


1all make known and make, manitcft to the World that we love God 
ed the Father, and that we make it appear to-them that we love Gott 
} uer1czpas Our Father, in that we keep his Commands, and- that wekeep 
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his Cornmands from a principle of love, as Fefus did, we do not 
only make it appear to the world,that we do thoſe things that God 
requires of us todo, but we do them becauſe we love God , and 
we love him as our Father. There be thoſe that as to the out- 
ward irran outward obedience, they do the things that God Com- 
mands 3 but they do not do:them becauſe they love God as a 
Father, but becauſe they are afraid of Gods Juſtice or Judgments 
that they have a knowledge of that will fall apon them , it they 
do not do the things that God Commands them to do ; and 
therefore it is that they do the things that God Commands them, 
out of a fear, and not from a principle of Love to God : And by 
this we may know how far our wills are reſigned and given up 
into the Will of God, by whatit is that works in us the doings of 
the Commands of God. If that which puts us upon the doing of 
the" things that God hath required of us todo, is becauſe we are 
afraid of God, afraid of Gods Jultice or Judgments to fall upon 
us, which the light in us tells us is juſtly due to us for the breaking 
Gods Command, then it is our own Will in us that, puts us upon 
the doing of thoſe things that God Commands us to do,becauſe we 
wou!d eſcape the puniſhment z and this our obedience is not done 
becauſe we love God, but becauſe we love our (elves : Bur when 
the Will comes to be reſigned and given up into Gods Will, then 
there is a doing of Gods Commands, not becauſe we are afraid of 
Gods Jultice or Judgments to fall upon us if we do not do thern, 
but becauſe we, love God as a Father , and that was that from 
whence the Divine Nature in that body of Jeſus did the Com- 
mands of God, it* was becauſe there was a love in that Divine 
Nature which did the Commands of God in that body , as God 
was its Father, as God was he that begat that Divine Nature in 
that body. 

When I ſpeak of God as FFather, begetting the Divine Na- 
ture in that body, I do not believe that there is a ſeparation in the 
Divine Nature it ſelf, or that there is degrees of Age in the Di- 
vine Nature it (elf, as that which begets is before that which is 
begotten, but I believe itis all one Gog, all one Divine Nature, all 
one Being, which giveth Being to all z but this I believe, that 
there is a diltance or degrees of time, wherein this Divine Nature 
manifeſts or makes known it felt to man his Creature , as in the 
Creation*he made known himſelf to be in man, as. his Creator and 


Maker of him in his own Image z and not onely ſo, but the words 
V of 


» 


»>; ; 

. [148] 
- of the Scripture are #1 our*Image , in the Image that the Divine 
Nature would make known it {elf to man in, as Father, Scn, and 
Holy Ghoſt: And man by his diſobedience loſt this Image of 
God , and then God was pleaſed to make known hirm elf to 
be in man, as a begetter of his likeneſs in man 3 and that which 
is the begotten likeneſs of God in man, that is called the begotten 
von of God. _ 

And inthat body of Jeſus, God (the Divine Nature) begot fo 
much of the Divine Likeneſs, as to kcep that body from being 
overcome by the Devils Temptations (as Adam was overcame in 
that created body whercin God had made his Image 3 and this is 
a myſtery, to know the difference between the created Image and 
likeneſs of God , and the begotten Image and likeneſs of God, 
Man in the created Image and likeneſs of God , by the ſubtilty of 
the Serpents Temptations, fell and finned, and the begotten Image 
of God in man that cannot ſin.) God cauſed the fulnels of the 
Godhead to dwell bodily in that body of Jeſus : That body was 
fo hlled with God, with the Divine Nature, that there was no 
part of the body which was not filled, which was not filled full of 
the Divine Nature, and ſo the fulncſs of the Godhead may be ſaid 
to dwell in that body bodilyz and ſo God is pleaſed to make 
known himſelfin ſuch ways, and by ſuch means, as he hath been 
pleaſed to make maan capable to underſtand that of the Divine Na- 
ture, and ſo mich of it as is his good pleaſure that man ſhould 
underſtand of the Divine Nature 3 and by Gods making known 
of the Divine Nature, to beget that of the Divine Nature in that 
body of Jeſus, that did the Will of the Divine Natute in that body, 
and in that body it did nothing elſe but the Will of the Divine 
Nature 3 ſo God is pleaſed thereby to make known in us his be- 
getting in theſe bodies of ours that ofthe Divine Nature, his like- 
neſs in vs in theſe bodies of ours, that do the Will of God, and that 
it donothing cle in us but the Will of God, that is the Divine 
Nature by which God begets his likeneſs in us, which Divine Na- 
ture is that which docs the Will of God in us, and it does nothing 
Elſc in us but the Will of God, as it did in Jeſus the onely begot- 
ten Son of God : And as we are begotten by the Divine Nature, 
{o are we members of that onely begotten Son of God 3 and ſo we 
donothing but what is Gods Will. And fo as our Wills come 
to be rcligncd and given up into the Will of God, then there will 
be a doing of the Gommands of God , as we love him as he is a 

Father. 
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Father, that in theſe bodies of ours, it is he that begot this divine 
vature in us, by which we come to do his Commands. And here- 
in we manifelt and make known to the world, that we in theſe 
bodics of ours, are according to the meaſure of the working of that 
divine nature in us working in us, to refigne and give up our wills 
to the will of God, like as Jeſus was in that body. 

And when there was ſomething that did riſe and get up in that 
outward body of Jeſus, as the nature of man was in that body that 
would not have had Gods will to have been done in that body, 
which that body came to do, which he called his will; yer ſo fil- 
Icd full of the divine nature was that body, as that there was no 
room in it to give it entertainment, as appeareth by that carncſt- 
neſs that he prayed to the Father, that that will of his, as he was 
man, that was not willing tohave that done to that body, which 
that body came to do, that that which he called his will, that was 
his will as he was man, ſhould not be done 3 but that will that he 
called the Fathers will, ſhould be done. And as we come to have 
our wills reſigned and given up into the will of God, as Father, 
according to-that meaſure that our wills are reſigned and given 
up to the will of God, ſo do we make it appear, that we in theſe 
bodies are like to what Jeſus was in that body. And then as any 
thing, doth riſe and get up in us, as we are men that would noc 
that that ſhould come to theſe bodies of ours, or to any outward 
thing that we call ours, let it be what it will; and if it be any 
thing that we look upon as ours, or that we have any interel} in, 
and would not that Gods will ſhould be done in it or to it ; and 
that not onely Gods declared will given in command for man to 
do, but that which may be called Gods will of ſufferance, as God 
ſuffers things to come to paſs, which are contrary to Gods decla» 
x<d will z as God ſuffered falſe witnefles to be brought againit Je- 

(us, and he ſuffered the Jews to be envious againſt him, and out of 
envy to bring him before Pzlate, and deſired him to crucitic. him, 
although he tound no fault in him, and he accordingly paſſed ſen- 
tence upon him, and they executed the ſentence upon him. All 
this was done to Jeſus, contrary to Gods declared will tor man to 
do in obcdicnce to God, Man was not to bear falſe witneſs, nor 
do any thing out of envy, or to paſs ſentence of death upon the 
innocent, nor to take away the life of the innocent. 
And yet the Apoſtle tells the Jews, As 2.23. Him, bring deli- 
vered by the determinate connfel, = foreknowledge of God, ye bave ta- 
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ken, and by wicked hands have crucified and ſlain. So that there. is 
nothing that does befal theſe bodies of ours, or to any outward 
thing that we call ours, but that may berſaid to be as God will 
have it ſo to be, cither as it is his will given in command to be 
done, or as it is his will of ſufferance, as that was his will of ſut- 
ferance in ſuffering of the Jews to put Jeſus to death, And there 
was a will that did riſe and get up in that: body Jeſus, as he was 
man, that dcſired if it were poſſible, that hour might paſs from 
him3 but there was another will in him, as. the divine nature 
dwclk in him, that would not that that will of his that would have 
had the hour to paſs from him, and the Cup taken from him, tha 
would not have that will be done, but the Fathers wil] be done, 
whoſe will it was that he ſhould drink of the Cup; and that hour 
ſhould come upon him : By which it doth appear, that there is 
nothing that does befal our bodics, or to what we call ours, that 
is, as to the outward things, but there. is a will of the Father in 
it. : 

Now as our wills in all things, whatſoever it is that does befal 
us, be reſigned and given up into the Will of God, as our Father. 3 
io do we make it appear, that the divine nature dwells in us, and 
that in thcſe bodies we are like Jeſus, a4 he was in that body, 
And wherein our Wills are not refigned and given up into the 
Will of God, in whatſoever it is that does befal theſe bodies of 
ours, or any thing that we call ours, there we make it appear that 
we are not irrthele bodies of ours, like to Jeſvs in that body 3 and 
therein we make it appear that we have not-taken up our Crols to 
our Wills ; and therein we make it appear, that. we are no Diſci» 
ple, no Follower, no Learner of Jcſus in.us 3 but wearetheretn a 
Diſciple, a Follower, a Learner of our own Wills in us. And this 
is the daily work that the Liſciples, the Followers, the Learners of 
Jeſus ſhould do, that is, to take up his Croſs to his own Will, and 
tollow Jcſus, in rcligning and giving up his Will into the Will of 
God his Father. And no more than we can make it appear, that 
we arc thus daily taking up our Croſs, in reigning and giving up 
our Wills into the Will of God, as a Father ; no more can man 
make it appear, that he is a Diſciple, a Follower, a Learner of Je- 
{us within. him.. Lect man profels what Reljgion he will, know 
what he will, live never ſo blamcleſs, as to the outward appear. 
ance of men, clteem of himſelf as he will, and let him be never fo 
great.in the eſteem of. others.3 yet no more than he can make it. 


appear. 
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appear, that he hath taken up his Croſs to his.-Will, and reſigned 
and given up his Will into the Will of God, as his Father, no 
more can he make it appear that he is a Diſciple,. a Follower, a 
Learner of Jeſus within him, that is in himo ſave him from fin, 
Nor-can- he 'any more make it appear, that he in that outward 
body of his is like what Jeſus was in that outward body in which 
the divine nature dwelt in; nor can he make it appear, that the 
divine nature dwclls in him, as it dwelt in that outward body of 
Jeſus, but onely as his Will is, as Jeſus's Will was reſigned and gi- 
ven up into the Will of God, as his Father. 

The religning and giving up of the will into the will of God, 
asa Father, this is to cat Jefar's ficſh, and drink his bloud, with- 
out the doing thereot, we have no life in us3 and this is that 
Bread that came down from Heaven : and did not come down 
from Heaven to do his own will, but the will of him that ſent him, 
Fobn,6. This is that Meat that Jcſus had to cat, that his Diſci- 
ples knew not ofz which Meat was to do the will of him that 
ſent him, and to finiſh his work, Fahn 4. 32, 34+ This is that, 
which when it cometh into the world, ſaith, Sacrifices and offerings 
thou wouldeſt- not, but a body haſt thou prepared me. Then ſaid I, 
Lo, I come ( in th&volume of the book it is written of me ) to do thy 
will, O God, Hcb. 10.. This is that which cometh into the world, 
Man, that pleaſeth God better than outward Sacrifices or Offer- 
ings it is that which doth the will of God in man, that pleaſeth 
God better than- outward Sacritices and Offcrings. » This is the 
body that God the Father prepares. This is his begotgen Son Jc- 
ſus in man, that {ſaves from fin, that which doth Gods will in 
man, and thereby. cauſes man to refigne and. give up-his will into 
the will of God as his Father, and fo take up his Croſs and be- 
come a Diſciple, a Folluwer, a Learner of Jcfus, in him that ſaves 
him from fin. "EP 

The reſigning and giving up of the will into Gods will, asa 
Father, This is that which worketh contentednels in all fiates and 
conditions. This is that which maketh Chrifis burden light, and 
his yoke cafie. , This is that by which we come to know that all 
things worketh togcther- for good, to them that love God. This 
is that which maketh @haſliſements, although at preſent they ſeem 
grievous, yet afterwards they yield the peaceable fruit of righteoul- 
neſs to-them that are cxerciſed therein.. This is the Fealt of fat 


things, and.ot. Wine well refined. from the lecs, that God- hath 
made, 
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made, is making, and will make upon his holy Mount, for all Na- 
tions to come unto. This is that which put-more gladneſs into 
the h:art, than can the increaſe of Corn or Wine, and all outward 
things. This is that which cauſeth a lying down in peace. 

The rcligning, and giving up of the will into the will of God, 
was that in which the Faith of thoſe mentioned in the 11th of 
the Hebrews, was exerciſed in. And whois it that.can fay, upon 
a true examination, that he hath any true' peace, 'any true quiet- 
nels, any true comfort, any true content, any true fatigtation in 
any thing that they defire to enjoy, but as their wills be reſigned 
and given up into the will of God in that enjoyment ? And 
who 1s it that can ſay, upon a true examination, that they have a- 
ny true peace, any true quietneſs, any truecomfort, any true con- 
tent,” any true fatisfaQion in any thing that does befal them, ior 
come to them, or upon them, that is contrary to the deſire or will 
of fnan in them, if they do not ftind that their wills, as it js the 
will of man (as it was in the man Chriſt Jeſus ) are refigned 
and given up into the will of God in what is fallen upon-them, 
? or come to them) or upon them ? And in the having of the will 
religned and given up into the will of God, this gjves true peace, 
true quizencls, true comfort, true content, an true ſatisfaction in 
the enjoyment of what, as man, we delire to enjoy : And in the 
having of the will refigned and given up into the will of God, this 
giveth trne peace, true quiet, true comfort, true content and fatis- 
taQtion in the bearing and ſuffering under thoſe things that do befal 
us, and come to us, or upon us, that are contrary to the defire and 
will of man in us. 

And would man, as God hath made him more reaſonable, and 
hath placed more of Reaſon in him, than in all the Creatures up- 
on Earth ; would he but conſult with this Reaſon in him, and be 
erue to the Light of God in him, he would ſee how reaſonable a 
thing it is for him to refigne and give up his Will joto the Will 
of God, And if man did hett conkider the great care and love that 
God took, I ſpeak after the manner of -me:1, as God inthe Scri- 
pture comparcs himſelf, and his actions to man; and to the ations 
of men, and (o atter that manner, I call it the great care and love 
that God did take in the creating and making of Man, more than 
in all other things that he made : In all otffer things that he made, 
he did but ſay, Let there be, and there was 3 as he ſaid, Let there 
be light, and'there was light : And ſo on in the whole Creation it 
is, 
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is, And Ged ſaid; and as God faid, fo it was, until he came to 
make Man-z and then God faid, Let ws make man ; Although the 
word ws {ignitics more than one, yet do 1 not believe that there is 
more than one God, but God ſpeaking after the manner of men , 
calls in the advice or affiftance of the whole Divine Nature that 
he would make himfelt known to man in, as Father,Son,and Holy 
Ghoſt, which he did not in all or any part of the Creation before, 
and further he did not in all or any of the Creationbetore (man 
being the laft of che Creation) He did not ſay, Let us make it at- 
ter our likeneſs 3 but in the Creation of man, he ſaid, Let us make 
man in our likeneſs : And fo God cxeated man in his own Image. 
And God did not fay that he cfeated any thing but man in his 
likeneſs and Image. And moreover; God did not give to any 
Creature thathe had made (except man) the Dominion over any 
other' Creature; but to man God gave the Dominion over the 
fſlr of «the Sea, and over the fowl of the Air, and over the 
cattel ;j-and- over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
Earth, EE 
Would but man ſeriouſly conſult with that Reaſon in him, that 
God hath given to him above all the Creatures upon the Earth, 
and believe the Truth that the'true light in him would make 
known and diſcover to him, in the reaſon that God hath given to 
him, man could not but in the conlideration of the great love that 
God manifeſts to him in his Creation, in callingthe whole Divine 
Nature to adviſe and athit in the making of him; which he did noc 
to all or any of the Creation belides man, and then ta,make him in 
the likeneſs and Image of this Divine Nature, which he made none 
of the Creation belides in 3 and then to conlider of the largeneſsot 
the Dominion that he gave to man over what he had created, and 
gaveno Dominion to any other Creature over any thing that he 
had Created. And if man would be ſerious in hini{clt, conſul- 
ting with that. Reaſon that God hath given to him, and believe 
the truth of God in him, the true light in him, it he would bclieve 
the Truth of what this true Light in him would make known to 
him in the uſc of his Reaſon, he could not deny, -but openly con- 
tels and own, and that upon the confideration of what God hath 
done for him in his Cxcation, "that it is a thing very reaſonable 
that man ſhould refign and give up his will into the will of God, 
to be what God would have him to be , and further the light of 
God in man, it man would be true to that light of God in _ 
tnat 
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that would make known to man in that reaſon that God hath 
given to man, That if man dig not retign and give up his will 
into the will of God, he would in the not doing ot ir, ſhew and 
manifeſt an exceeding deal of Unworthineſs, Unthanktulneſs, Dil- 
obedience, and Rebellion againti God, who might very juſily and 
reaſonably require and command of man to have his will retigned 
and given upinto his will, for the great love and care that hema- 
nifeſted and made known to man above all other of his Creation, 
in making offnen in his likeneſs and Image, and the Dominion 
that he gave him above what he gave to all other of his Crea- 
tures. "+140 

And if the conſideration of Gotls love to man in his Creation, 
will not work-upon man by the true light of God in him, tothe 
reaſonableneſs that it is for man toreſignand give up his will in- 
to Gods will, then let man confider the unchangeableneſs of Gods 
love to man , in that although God had manifeſted and made 
known ſo great love toman, in his creatirg and making of him, 
more than to any or all the Creatures that he made belides man 3 
and yet notwithſtanding this great love that God hathchewed to 
man, in making of him in his likeneſs and Image, yet man proved 
ſo unworthy and rebellious to this God that manifeſted and made 
known fo much love to him, as that he rebelled againſt this God , 
and as I way ſay, to ſpeak after the manner of men, proved a Tray- 
tor to this God that had manifeſted and made known fo much love 
tohim : For whereas God in the Creation, as man was made in 
his Image, God ruled in man, and over man, and mans will was 
religned and given up into the will of God : But man like a Tray- 
tor, {et vp his own will, and preferred that above and betore the 
will of God in him, and put the government of himlelt under his 
own will, to be ruled by his own will, where all men in the fallen 
tice now are; and while this will bears the rule over them, they 
will not come to Jeſus the true Light in them, that they may 
have lifc, Fohn 5. 40. . And although man in his Treachery and 
Rebellion, lott his love to God, and became an enemy to God, yer 
God as unchangeable he continued his love to man , and his love 
was then ſo great to man, when man was in his Rebellion againit 
God, and an cnemy to God, that he gave his onely begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believed in him , ſhould not periſh , but have everlaſting 
life, John 3.16. And God commended bis love towards us, that 
while we were yet ſinners, and enemies to God , Chriſt died for us, 
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Rom. 5. 8. And God hath ſent his Ambaſſadours to.beſeech and 
pray you to be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 5. 20, 

And what, ſhall nof the unchangeableneſs of Gods Love to us, 
and the willingneſs that is in God that we thould be reconciled to 
him,and not to periſh ? ſhall not this work upon us to be willing to 
reſign and give up our wills into Gods will, when there can be no 
reconciliation made between God and loft man , but by mans be- 
ivg willing to reſign and give up his will inte the will of God ? 
That is the partition-wall that mui be taken down , that which 
at firſt made the {eparation between God and man, It wds man 
went out of the doing of Gods will, into the doing ot his own 
will 3 and to reconcile man again to God, there mutt be a going 
out of mans will into Gods will again. And is not this very 
reaſonable, that man fhould refign and give up his will into the 
will of God, being Gods love is fo unchangeable to man * As that 
when man had no true love in him to God, but was Gods enemy, 
yet then Gods love was {uch to man, as to give his Son , his be- 
loved Son, to kcep man from perilhing , and that man by his love 
of God might have everlaſting lite : and therefore can there be any 
thing more reaſonable than this, That man ſhould retign and 
give up his will into the will of God. 

And further , it the conſideration of Gods love to man in his 
Creation, and the unchangeableneſs of his love to man when man 
was turned Gods enemy, and Gods willingnc(s to have man to 
be reconciled unto him; if this will not prevail with man to be 
willing to have his will religned-and given up into the will of 
GodJlet man conſider the abſolute necefhty that there is as 6a mans 
part to have his will retigned and given up into Gods will z tor it 
mans will be not refigned and given up into Gods will, man-peri- 
ſhes for ever. There can. be no reconciling of God and man to- 
gether, without mans will being reſigned and given up into the 
will of God 3, for although indeed God is unchangeable in-him{clt, 
and fois a God of love, and fo there is love in God to man his 
Creature, yet alſo God in himſelf is a God of Juſtice, executing of 
his Juſtice to all, and upon all, that ſtand it out in Rebellion a- 
gainſt him z which all men do while in their wills they oppoſe 
Gods will: And let men flatter themſelves what they will with 
the unchangeableneſs of Gods love to man, and fo have thoughts 
that God loves them , yet until there is a willingneſs in them to 
have their wills reigned and goa up into the will of God, know 
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by expcricnce that theſe thoughts of tifeirs of Gods loving of 
them, is changeable in them and ſometimes they may have 
thoughts in them that God loves them, #l at other times they 
are atraid of Gods. Juſtice and Judgments to fall upon them for 
thcir fins and tranſgreſſions. And to be made tree trom the ma+ 
nitetiations or making Known of Gods Jaſtice and Judgments for 
tin in us, and to us, is to have our wills rctigned and given up in- 
to the will of God, and then we may (ay with Paz, Rom. 7. For 
that which T do, I allow"not , for what T would, that I do not ; but 
what T hate that I do. Tf then I do that which IT would not, T conſent 
urto the law that it is good , now then it is no more Ithat do it, but ſin 
that dwelleth in me, 

And as the will eomes to be reſigned and given up into the 
will ot God, ſo therc is a knowing that there is no condemnation 
to them that are in Chritt ]cfus , who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit 3 there is no condemnation to them that are 
in Chrilt Jcſus, to them whole wills are rcligned and given up in- 
to the will of God, as their Father, as was the will of Chriſt Je- 
{us 3 and there is no being iv Chriſt Jcſus, unleſs in fome mea- 
{ure , i degree or other the will be reſigned and given up to 
God , as a Father, as was the will of Chriſt Jetus : And as 
their wills are reſigned and given vp into the will of God , 
{o they walk not after the ticſh , they walk not after their fic{hly 
wills, they follow not their flc{hly wills , but they walk after the 
{pirit, they follow aftcr the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus the true 
light in them, that tcacho1': them to refign and give up their wills 
into the will of God 3 and thoſe who are not thus in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who have not their vills reſigned and given up into the 
will ot God , as Clift Jetus will was, they are fiill in the fate 
ot condemnation, becavie they walk after the fleſh, their own 
wills 3 ard althovgh at fumetin& they may have ſome hopes or 
apprcher tions of Gods love towards them, yet it is not lafiing in 
them. it fail: thera when they liard in moſt need of itz that is, it 
tails them when Ged is' making krown in tixem and to them his 
Jultice ard Judgments due to them fer their fins : Then they can- 
not apprehend any love in God-to them, but they are atraid of 
God, for then ticy cannot Cy as Paul aid, that what T would I 
do not \ bui what IT batcythat T do ; and then that it was no more I 
that did it, but fin that dwclleth in me ; They cannot ſpeak after 
that manner, but inlicad thereot, the light of God in —_— 

them, 
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them, that the ſins that God is manifcſting and making known 
his Juſtice and Judgments againſt them for , is for fuch ſins as that 
they would doz it is tor ſuch fins as thcy were willing to do.it is for 
ſuch fins as they had a love and dclire to do 3 and tiicrefore the 
ou nope. is upon them for {ch fins as tlicy were willing to 
do, and had a love todo. And in this ttate as they lye under the 
ſentence of Condemfiation for their fins wittingly dons in them, 
and by them, they can ſce no love injOud to them s although 4 

another time it may be they way think thit God loves them, 
when although in their own wil!s it is that they are yiclding an 
outward obcdience to God yct this appre!:crtion of Gods love 
to them, becauſe of their yielding an outward obedicnce to Got, 
it is not laſting in them : And why is it not latiing in them? it 
is becauſe their wills are not religned and given np 1mto the will of 
God 3 but as ſoon as the Serpent by his ſubtilty draws them into 
diſobedience to God, then there riſes iv them an apprehenfion of 
Gods anger, and a making known of Gods Juſtice to them for 
their fins, which remain in them, until by the Serpents ſubtilty he 
ſometimes puts ſome of them upon it, to go into merry company, 
as they call it, and fo much as in them lycttf, by their vaia mirth 
they ſlay the witneſs of Ged in them , and make mcrry over it 
and (o for a time they get off or over that fear and dread that was 
in them of Gods Jultice for their fins 3 and if this will not do to get 
off the fcar and dread of Gods Juſtice for tin, as in many it will not, 
then the ſubtile Serpent he puts them upon repentines , pray- 
ings, mournings, humbling of themſclves , fatting 2:4 promi- 
ſes, and it may be vows to do fo no more; and thea upon 
theſe their doings and performing of worſhip and ſervice to God, 
as they call it, then it may be they can apprehend fome love a- 
gain from God to them 3 but as {oon again as the gyile of fin 
falls upon them, and God fcts home upon them his Jutiice and 
Judgments due to them for their fins , then inſtead of beholding 
love in Gcd towards them, they apprehend anger and wrath in 
God towards them for thcir fins 3 and fo thcy. make God as 
changeable in his love to them, as they are changeable in their 0- 
bedience to God 3, and fo they in that ſtate cannot conic to a cer- 
tain knowledge that there is a reconcilement made between God 
and them: And why? becauſe their wills arc not c<ligned and 
given up into the will of God 3 but what obedience is done in 
them to God, is done in their own wills, and not in the will of 
God : And from thence it is that when the, fail in thcic obedi- 
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ence to God they fail in their apprehending love in God to them ; 
and why ? becauſe all that is done in them is done in their own 
wills, 

And if the conſideration of the neceſſity that is in man to re- 
ſign and give up his will into the will of God, to keep man from 
periſhing, if this will not do to cauſe man to be willing to reſign 
. ard give up his will into the will of God, then let them conſider, 
that the ſame God that was and is able of ſtones to raiſe up chil- 
dren unto Abraham, Matth. 3. 9. that this God in his infinite 
power was able to have left nian in that dreadfal ſtate of a con- 
tinual lying under the'manifeſtations and making known of his 
Jaſtice and Judgments to man for his ſins , without ever having 
any hopes of Gods love to him-: And in that infinite power of 
his he might have beſtowed the riches of his Love upon ſome 
other Creature, and that this infinite God in his infinite power 
ſhould not leave man for evcr, under the apprehenfidns and ma- 
king known of his Juſtice and Judgmems to him for his fins, and 
to be without all hopes of ever receiving any love from that God, 
that he had ſo offended by his fins. But that this infinite God, 
inſtead of his thus leaging man in that dreadful Rate, as was in his 
power ſo todo. He in this infinite power hath notwithſiandin 
all mans ill-deſerving at his hands, which in illneſs and badnef: 
of deſert, man hath deſerved worſe at Gods hands than all the 
Creatures beſides, becauſe to none of the Creatures God mani- 
fefted ſo much love and care in the creating of them, as he did to 
man, and no Creature hath rebelled more againit God than man 
hath done, and yet for this intinite God, who in his infinite power 
might ſo juſtly have left man in that moſt miſerable ſtate , and 
might have beſtowed the riches of his Love upon ſome other 
Creaturez and inftead thereof he without any deſert on 
mans part, and without any deſire in man. For this gfeat 
God fo freely to beftow his infinite and unchangeabie love up- 
on man his ſo unworthy and rebellious Creature, and fo great 
love 2s he beſtows not the like love upon any of the Creation : 
And all that is deſired or required. of man for his being made fure 
of this great and infinite unchangeable love of God , is but for 
man to be willing to reſign and give up his will into the will of 
this infinite loving God, to be ruled and guided and governcd by 
the will of this intinite loving God, as the will of this infinite lo- 
ving God is made known in him and to him 3 ian need not to 
ſay, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven, to bring Gods will a 
. thence 
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thence, that he may know what is Gods will for himtodo ? Or 
who (hall go down into the deep, to bring Gods will from thence, 
that he may know Gods will for him todo ? No there is no need 
of that: for the Word, the true Light Jeſus, that makes known 
what is God, the Fathers will for man to do in obedience to him, 
u nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, Rom. 10. 8, and 
that is the word that the Apoſtles preached, that man ought to be- 
lieve and obcy God in. 

And this great work of obedience to this great loving God, this 
great loving God is willing to work himſelf in man, unto himſelf : 
And all that is required or deſired of many is but to be like the 
Meal that doth not hinder or oppoſe the working of the Leaven 
in it, to change and alter the Meal, and make it like the Leaven. 
And what, ſhall not the conſideration of this infinite and unchange- 
able love of God, fo freely offered and tendered to man, that hath 
been ſo unworthy, {o treacherous, and ſo rebellious againſ this in- 
finite loving Power, who is willing to give and to make to man a 
full and firm aſſurance of this his unchangeable love to them, and 
require nothing elſe of man for the doing thereof, but a willing- 
neſs tor man to refigne and give up his Will into the Will of this 
infinite loving God, to be ruled, guided, and governed by the 
Will of this loving God? And this great loving God is willing 
to do it for him and in him, ( to ſpeak after the manner of men, 
without putting him to any charge or trouble in bringing the 
work to paſs ) and that freely, if man would not in his Wii op- 
poſe and hinder God in this his great work. And what will man, 
whom God hath cndued with more Reaſon than he hath all the 
Creatures upon the Earth, will he be fo ruinous and deltrutive to 
hirnſelf, as not to be willing to refigne and give up his Will into 
the Will of God, to be ruled, guided, and governed by the Will of 
God made known in him and to him; and that when this great, 
infinite, and unchangeable loving God is willing todo that great 
work in him, of working up of mans Will into the Will of God, 
if man would not oppoſe him in this his great work ? And there- 
a may it not well be (aid of man, that his deſtruction is of him- 

elt ? 

And laſtly, I deſire man to conſider, that if he will not be per- 
{waded by the making known of the unchangeableneſs of Gods 
love to him, by Jeſus the Son of God, the truce Light in him, to 
have his will to be religned and given up into the will of God, 


and 


11 


Se | 


[160] | 
and by Gods willingneſs to do this great work in him, yet at 
length Gods will (hall and will be done; and man, in and by his 
will, cannot nor ſhall not hinder Gods will from being done. Do 
vzc not ſee it by daily experience, how God makes void and brings 
to nought the purpoſes that man in his will determines to bring to 
paſs? yea, the purpoſes and determinations of che great men up- 
on the Earth, made in their wills, how in their wills they can go 
no fiuuther, nor do no more than God in his will of ſufferance 
futfers them ſo ro do? And come to more inferiour men of ai! 
forts ar deprecs, how they in their wills purpoſe and appoint the 
doing, of this or that thing, and how by God. their purpoſes and 
appoinzments are made void, and com? to nothing z and cannot 
in any of them goordo the leatt, beyond the will of. Gods ſuffer- 
ance to ſuffer them to go or do. Neither can men in their wills, 
by all the mcans that they can ule, keep or hinder from falling up- 


'on them, or trom talling upon any thing that they call theirs ; or 


hindcr the coming-upon them, or upon any thing that they call 
theirs z avy thing whatſoever that God in his will intends and 
purpoſes (hall fall upon them or theirs, or any thing that ſhall come 
upon them or upon what they call theirs, 

And although man for a time may hinder Gods will, that is, 
Gods declared will that man ſhould obey God in, this will of God 
man, may by his diſobedience hinder from beirg done in him, yet 
at length Gods will will be done in them whether man will or 
no 3 thatis, Gods will in Gods ad:uiniltration of his Juſtice and 
true Judgment in man for his dit. bcdicnce againſt God: And 
that man by all the ways and 1canvs that man in his will can uſe,he 
cannot nor ſhall not hinder chat will ofGod from being done in him, 
And therefore according to truc Reaſon, as God hath made man 
a rcafonable Creature, abcve all the Creatures upon the Earth, 
what madncfs and tolly is it for man to and in his own will, 
and rot © become willing by che power of Jeſus the true Light 
in him, *0 rcligne and give up his will into the will of God, and 


take up rofs to his own will, and to be 4 Diſciple, a Follower, 
a Learner © Jeſus in him,vzho ts in him to that very end, to ſave 
him frum u, and to recor'<i%: him to God. 


All that is rcquized for man to do, in the reſigning and giving 
up of zis will into Gods wil, is but to be as the Meal is to the Lea- 
vein, not to oppol: Godin his work in man, as the Meal does not 
oppoſe or hinder the working of the Leaven. So man in his*will 
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is not to oppoſe or hinder God in his work in him, in the making 
known his love in m2n and to man, and thereby to work a love in 
man to God again 3 and to work ont of man that love that is in 
man to his own underſtanding and knowledge, to his own defire, 
love, and affection, and to his own will: for as man by the ſpirit 
of Jeſus in him, receives and takes in the love of G:id unto him, 
net as a rightcous perfon, as if he deſerved love at Gods hauds, 
but asa inner, an encmy to God; and ſo as that there is no de- 
{ert in him that God ſhould ſhew any, love to him, but as to deſert 
in him, his deſert it is to have Gods Jultice and Jadgment to fall 
upon him tor his fins: Jeſus calls not the righteous, but ſinners to 


repentance 3 and man does not repent of the love that he hath to. 


in, but as he comes to apprehend love in God to him, asa linner 3 
( man may for fear of Gods Juſtice, repent of the ations of lin, 
but not of the love he hath to fin.) And in this fiate and condi- 
tion for man to be brought to apprehend love in God to him, as 
a inner, as an enemy to God, although Ged does not love fin in 
man, yet God loves man as his Creature. And this love in God 
begets a love in man to God, and from that love that is begot- 
ten by God in man toGod: for it is Ged that begets the love in 
man to himſelt, and by that love man comes to obey God, becauſe 
God firſt loved him : And then man, according to that meaſure or 
degree of love that is begot in him by God, he becomes a nothing 
in himſclf, that God may be all and do all in him. And then is 
man as the Meal, not oppoſing the working ot the Leaver: of Gods 
love in him bringing him to love God a.-ain: Ard fo nan then 
does all that he docs. in obedience to God. boot. Goa firli loved 
him. And this is the true denying of.ſcif, of 21 ©.i5, and talttng 
up the Croſs and following of Jcſus that faves 1m "nn. 

I have rcad in the 1 Kings 13. that there carn2 © man of God 
out of Frdath, and by the Word of the Lord to r-thel, and he 
crycd againli the Altar in the Word of the Lerd, 2rd »y the Word 
of the Lord he was charged to cat no bread, nor drir 4no water in 
that place, nor to turn back again by the way ic wont, kuian 
old Prophet that dwelt in Bethel, went aft-r ths man of God, and 
{aid to him, Come home with me, and ea: brexd, And the man of 
God faid to him. I may not return with {bee, nw 720 in nity thee © 
neither will I eat bread,nor drinkwater in this place, For is was ſaid 
to me by the word of the Lord, Thou ſvalt eat 11 bread, nor drink, was 
ter there, nor turn again to go by the way #bou c:meſt. And the old 
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Prophet ſaid unto him, I am a prophet alſo as thou art, and an angel 
ſpake unto me by the word of the "Lord, ſaying, Bring bim back with 
thee into thy houſe, that he may cat bread and drink water : but be 
lyed unto bim. So be went back, with him, an4 did eat bread and 
drink, water. And while he was thus cating and drinking, it was 
cold him from. the Lord, Foraſmnch as thou baſt diſobeyed the month 
of the Lord, and haſt not kept the commandmeftt which the Lord com- 
manded thee, but cameſt back. and haſt eaten bread, and drunk water in 
the place of which the Lord had ſaid, Thou ſhalt eat no bread, and 
drink no water, thy carcaſe ſhall rot come to the ſepulchre of thy fathers. 
And ſoon after, a lion met bim by the way and flew him, 

I hope none will deny but that this was a man truly ſent of God, 
and his Mcſſage was true , and proved trie 3 but becauſe he did 
not continue in his obedience to the Command that God had 
given to him, he was ſlain by a Lion. As he was commanded to 
cry againſt Feroboam”s Altar at Bethel, an Altar fet up by Jeroboam 
under a pretence to worſhip God,but not in the way that God had 
appointed 3 ſo he was alſo commanded not to cat bread, nor drink 
water in that-place, 'Feroboam, as a King, threatning of him for 
crying out againſt the Altar which God had commanded him to 
cry out againti, in that he put forth his band ſaying, Lay hold on him, 
that did not in the leaſt prevail-with him to difobey the Com- 
mand of God 3 neither could the ſhew of friend{hip and kindneſs, 
although trom a King, prevail with him to break the Command of 
God. The King ſaid unto the man of God, Come home with me 
and refreſh thy ſelf, and T will give thee a reward. And the man of 
God ſaid unto the King, If thou wilt give me half thy bowſe, I will not 
go with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink, water in this place: for 
fo it was charged me by the word of the Lord; ſaying, Eat no bread, nor 
drink no water, nor turn again by the ſame way thou comeft. 

I pray mark ! Neither the threatning of a King, nor the friend- 
ſhip and kindneſs offered by a King, could not in the'lealt prevail 
with the man of God to diſobey God in *any part of the Com- 
mand given him by God : And yet he was prevailed with to diſ- 
obey the Command of God, and for his diſobedience it coſt him 
his life. And I pray obſerve how he was prevailed with : An 
old Prophet that dwelt in Bethel, where he was to cry againſt the 
Altar fct up under a pretence of worſhipping of God, but not as 
God was to be worſhipped, and this old Prophet he pretended that 
he was a Prophet, as the man of God was that cried againſt the 
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Altar at Bethel, and that an Angel (ſpake to him by the Word of 
the Lord, ſaying, Bring bim back with thee into thine houſe, that he 
may eat bread and drink, water ; but he lyed unto him. 1 pray ob» 
ſerve what was the outward ruine of this man of God, that was 
ſent by God to cry againlt the Altar that was ſet upunder a pre- 
tence of worſhipping God z the cauſe it was that he departed 
from obcying the true Command that he in himſelf knew and 
belicved that God had given to him, and he believed the lye that 
the old Prophet told him, that he had in command given to him 
by an Angel ſpcaking to him by the Word of the Lord. 

Thus much is clcar (et forth in the Scripture, that 1 have often 
read without me. Now (hall T ſpeak ſomething of what I know 
of this Scripture within me: for no Scripture is of any private 
interpretation 3 as there is the letter of it without, ſo there is the 
inyſtery of it to be known within, I did and do know that men 
and women may make a great ſhew of an outward form of god- 
lincſs, and yet deny the power thereof, by the not yielding obedi- 
ence to what they know of God. Ard how ready they are, by 
the (ubtilty of the Serpent,to be deceived in that they have a know- 
ledge of what is Gods will that they ſhould do, and what is Gods 
will that they ſhould not do 3 and from that knowledge that they 
have of God, they ſet up to themſelves an outward form of wor- 
(hipping God, and are ready with Feroboam, who ſaid of the Calves 
that he had made, Behold thy gods, O Iſrael, that brought thee out 
of Egypt. So are men and women) in the underitanding and 
knowing part that they have of God, by the ſubtilety of the Ser- 
pent in them, they are ready to ſet up or ſet upon an outward form 
of worlhipping God, according as they are led thereunto by their 
own wills, for ends of their own, ( as Feroboam did, who in his 
own will ſet up the Calves, and that for a ſclf-end of his own, 
which was to keep the people from going to Ferrſalem to worthip 
God, leſt by their going to Ferſalem to worſhip God, he {hould 
loſe his Kingdom ) and they are ready to fay, as ferobaam did, 
Behold thy gods that brought thee out of Eg ypt. 

Egypt ſignifies flavery and bondage, which men ſpiritually lieth 
in, while tin hath the rule and dominion over them 3, and while 
they lic under the manifeſtations or makings known of Gods Ju- 
ſtice and Judgments to them tor their fins, they look upon them- 
ſelves to be in Egypt, in the ſlavery and bondage to ſin, becauſe 


then they are ſenlible of fins a0, them 3 but wacn they 
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can gct off the manifcltations or making known of Gods Juſtice 
to them for their fins, and are brought into an ontward ybedience 
to God, in doing the outward things that Ged hath commanded 
them to do, then they look upon themſelves to be brought out of 
Egypt, out of the ſlavery and bondage to tin, although the love and 
dchire to finsemains in them as live as ever it was: And fo fin, 
inthe love and deſire to it, rules over:then as much as ever it 
did 3 but they dare not, tor tear of Gods wiath, the manitcttations 
and making known of Gcds Juſtice and Judgments for lin; it is 
that which keeps them from tin : And they do not forlake fin for 
any love that is in them to God, or tor any dillike that is in them 
to ſ111, but for a ſelf-love that is to themiclves, becauſe they would 
clcape the puniſhment that they know is due to them for their 
fins. "And 2% this (clt-love that they have to themſelves to t- 
{cape Gods Juſtice and Judgments for their fins, they fet up their 
Calves, they ſet up an outward form of W arſhip, ( let it'be what 
outward form of Worſhip it will, it is but as Feroboam's Calves ) 
becauſe it is not the Worthip that God requires and accepts of : 
tor God is a Spirit, and Tequires to be ſpirituaſiy worlhipped 3 
ard he accepts of no other Worſhip, but what'is the Worthip of 
his own Spirit in man, done from a principle of love to God : 
And whatſoever Worſhip man in his will ſets up, becaufe he 
would eſcape the Juſtice and Judgments of God for his fins, is no 
Worſhip acceptable to God. 

And this I do know, that when men are in this Worſhip, ſet 
up in their own wills to «ſ{c-pe the punithment of God for their 
ſins, they ſay in their hearts, as Feroboam faid outwardly of his 
Calves, Behold thy gods that brought ihce out of Egypt > Behold 
this Worſhip that | in my wil! have {et up or taken up to keep 
me from the apprehcuſions of Gods Juſtic: and Judgments to me 
it hath dclivered mc, it hath brought me out from that ſlavery 
and bor:dape that 1 was'in under the apprehenſions of the ma- 
king known of Cods wrath, Gods Juttice and Judgments to me 
for my lins. And now they {ct up an Altis to thee the Catves 
that they have made, that is, their ov/n 0 ward vbedicnce done 
in their own wills, tor their own endsz and upon this Altar they 
offer their Sacriticcs, they offer their outward performances ot 
their outward rctigious dutics, or their outward ſervice in the 
worſhip of thcir Calves, in worſhipping and Lowing down to that 
outward form of Worſhip that in thicir wills they have - uP, 
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thereby to eſcape Gods Juſtice and Judgments that they appre- 
hend to be due to them for their «ſims. And although for a time 
they may hereby patch apa peace to themſelves, yet it is no more 
laſting to then, than A4zm's Aprons made of Fig-leaves, were 
laſting tohim: for as foon as he heard Gods voice walking in 
the garden, although in the cool of the day, he was afraid and hid 
himſelf : And fo ic will b2 with them, as ſoon as they hear the 
voice of God ſpeaking in'the garden, in their hearts, faying, A4- 
dam, where art thou ? Man, where art thou ? Art thou worthip- 
ping me in my Spirit, in my Truth, in my Jeſus that faves thee 
trom fin; and that not onely trom the outward aGtions of fin, but 
from the love and detire to fm? Man, where art thou ? art thou 
in this Worſhip, or art thou in a Worſhip ſet up in thy own will 
to eſcape the puniſhment that is due to thee for thy ſins? and yet 
in thy | heart thou love and delight in fin as much as ever thou 
didſt, Man, where art thou? And when this day comes, as thar 
it will certainly came, then their outward form of Worthip, ſet up 
in their own-wills for their own ends, to eſcape the apprehenſions 
of Gods Juttice and Judgments to them for their fins, will do them 
no more good than Adam's Aprons of Fig-leaves covercd his na- 
kednels, and hid him from Gods Juſtice for his fin 3 but they 
will be as open, and lie as naked to the manifeſations of Gods 
Juſtice and Judgments to them tor their fins, as if they had never 

had any outward form of Worſhip. 
| having had experience how {ubtilly the Serpent works, twi- 
ſting and turning himſelf about in the heart of man C the garden 
of God in man } upon the Tree of knowledge, and when he ſees 
he cannot keep man from being in ſome outward form of Wor- 
ſhip, and thereby be kept from running into outward fins and c- 
vils, as once he had done, whereby the manifeltations and making 
known of Gods Juttice and Judgments ſeize ſo upon man for his 
fins, as that man knew not how to bear it 3 then the Serpent wil- 
lingly let man in his will to ſet upon an outward form of Wor- 
ſhip, thereby to take off the fiercenels of the manifeſtation and ma- 
king known of Gods Jultice and Judgments that he once lay un- 
der tor fin. And the fubtile Serpent cares not what outward form 
of Worlhip it is that man in his will, will ſet up to worthip in, fo 
that he.can but keep alive in him the love to thoſe fins that he 
outwardly lcaves and forſakes : And becauſe he isafraid of Gods 
Jultice tor the committing of thoſe ſins, man may make the out- 
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ſide as clear as he will, as did the Phariſces, if the inſide be bur 
foul. if the love do but ill remain to the fins, or to any one fin; 
the Serpent, rather than he will wholly loſe his Kingdom, he will 
content himſelf if he can but rule and raign in the inward love to 
lin, although it be but to one dearly beloved fm, 

I alſo knowing the readineſs and the proneneſs that is in man 
to yic)d to the ſubtilty of the Serpent, and tor his own ends, for 
his own preſervation, to be kept from being killed or ſlain by the 
Juſtice of God, ( as it was with Feroboam when he ſet up his 
Calves, which he did for his own preſervation to be kept from be- 
ing killed, 1 Kings 12. 27.) Man to be preſerved and kept from 
the Juſtice and Judgments of God for (in, he (ets up and fers upon 
an outward form of Worſhip, and ſuch an outward form of Wor- 
ſhip as that he thinks that God will be beſt pleaſed in: And in 
chis Worſhip he ſets vp his Altar of outward (elf-obedience to God, 
and upon this Altar he offers his Sacrifice of an outward obſer- 
vance, and that very (irictly too, of all and every of thoſe things 
that are outwardly requircd or defired in that outward form of 
Worſhip that in his will he ſets or takes up. And in this his of- 
tering of his Sacrifice of a lirict and devout obſerving and fulfil- 
ling of all and every of thoſe things that are outwardly required 
and defired in that outward form of Worſhip, which in his will 
he ſets up, and upon the Altar ſet up by him of his outward (elf- 
obedience to God. In this man fatisfies, pleaſes, and contents 
himſelf ( as Feroboam did with his Calves ) inſtead of the true 
Worſhip of God, which is to worſhip him in his Spirit, and in his 
Truth, in his Jeſus, in that which faves from tin 3 and that not 
onely from the outward actions of fin, for fear of the puniſhment :; 
but this Worſhip of God that is done in Spirit, and in his Truth, 
in his Jc{us, in that which ſaves from fin, there is in this Worthip 
a knowing of a being ſaved from the love to in, as well asa being 
{aved from the outward actions of tin. 

[ ay, I knowing and having experienced how man thus by the 
ſabrilty of the Serpent , is ready to (et up a Worlhip to himſelf 
( as Feroboam did ) inticad of the true Worſhip of God, and up- 
on the Altar {et up by himſclt of {clf-obedience to God, and there 
upon that Altar to offer his Sacrifices of a {trick and devout doing 
and performing of all and every the outward things that is requi- 
xed or delired in that outward form of Worſhip 3; and thereby 
and therein to pleaſe, fatishe, and content themſelves, as if they 
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were worſhipping God in his Spirit, and in his Truth, in his Jcſus 
that does not onely fave from the outward ads of fin, but faves 
from the root of fin, from the love to lin. 

God cauſed me to cry out againſt this Altar of (clt-obedience to 
God, and againſt the Sacrifices offered upon it, to pleaſe, fatishe, 
and content themſelves in a firict obſerving, doing, and perform- 
ing of all and every the outward things rcquircd in the outward 
Worlhip that they did ſet up ( — arqyong did, and negle&ed the 
true Worlhip of God ) and negleGed the Worſhip of God in his 
Spirit, and in his Truth, and in that which doth not onely fave 
from fin in the act, but from fin in the love of it. And in telling 
them the danger that would follow and befal ſuch a Worſhip, as 
I had experienced, and if any of them had ſet up ſuch a Worthip, 
not charging any particular perſon with fo doing, but declaring 
what I knew of the ſubtilty of the Serpent putting man upon fo 
doing, ang the danger that they were in who were in ſuch a Wor- 
ſhip : And where is there a Meeting that there is no ſuch Worſhip- 
pers in ? But that all andevery perſon that belongs to the Meet- 
ing, are ſuch and onely ſuch as are worſhipping Gud in his Spirit, 
and in his Truth, in his Jeſus, that does not onely fave them trom 
the outward actions of fin, but from the love and defire to fin. 
Ard thoſe that are not thus worſhpping God, in his Spirit, and in 
his Truth, in his Jeſus, in that which faves from fin 3 and not 
onely faves from outward fins taken notice of by men to be fins, 
but faves from the root of fin, from the love to fin. Let them be 
what they will be, and think of themfelves as highly as they will, 
and be never ſo highly cſtcemed of by others, yet | muſt once more 
tell chem, whatſoever outward Worſhip it is that they profeſs, ic 
is but a Worſhip that the ſubtile Serpent puts them upon 3 and 
they are with Feroboam, making of Calves, and ſaying in their 
hearts, theſe be the gods that have ſaved thee from that bondage 
and ſlavery that once they were under by and for their outward 
fins; and all that they are doing in that Worlhip, is but an ot- 
tering Sacritice upon that Altar that they have ſet up of ſelt-obedi- 
ence to God, 

| hall not ſay, that upon my thus crying out againſ this Altar 
of ſelf obcdience to God, and the Sacritices offered thereon, that 
King Feroboam put out his hand, and faid, Lay hold on him ; but 
this | can ſay, that he that looked upon himſelt as the chict man in 


the Mceting, and was {o eltecmed of by others, he often, when I 
was 
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was ſpeaking to the purpotcs atoreſaid , would riſe up and go out 
ot the Mecting, and the reii of the Mecting would follow him ; ! 
ſhall not (iy thu: he had done as Feroboam did , make Calves fu 
his own ſatzty to preſerve his lite, and was offering Sacrifice upon 
the Altar of S:lt-obedience, and theretore with Feroboam could no; 
indure to hear his Altar to be cry'd out againiiz but the Tree 15 
known by its true, 

Some others although they fuliowed his example of going out 
of the Mceting, yet they ſhew ſomething more cf the tollowing 
of Chritts Command than he did, and thcy would come (ometimes 
and ſpeak to me about my (peaking, which I always gave them 
mild and very gentle an{wers, as I know none of them dare {ay to 
the contrary 3 and although they had nothing to ſay againſt what 
I ſpoke, but that my words were true 3 nor had they any thing a- 
gainlt my Lite and Converſation, they could not deny but that 1 
lived as blamelcfs as any of them. But the great thing they had 
tro ſay againli my ſpeaking, was becauſe my words ie not reach 
the wienels of God in them, or the ſced of God in them, as they 
called it ; but when I ſpake, there was ſomething in them that 
was treubled and burdened, and therefore they pur out their hands 
to lay kold on me, d tiring me to'{ſpcak no more : And by what 
ſpirit it was that they ſpake thus to me , I have here already de- 
clared, in declaring in what ſpirit it was that Peter rebuked Jeſus 
iv, for ſpeaking, what was true 3 and how Jeſus words were a 
trouble and a burden to a will that oppoſed Gods will in Peter 
and the rclt of the Twelve, and fo ſhall {ay no more of it 
now. | 

From this great diſturbance my ſpeaking to the aforeſaid purpoſes 
had made to that will in them, that could not endure to hear rruc 
words ſpoken in declaring and making known the ſubtilty of the 
Serpent, how he kept up his Kingdom in man, in and under an 
ovtward form cf godlincs of being like God , when he diſobeys 
God in that he does not worſhip him in his {pirit , and in his 
truth, in his Jeſus, as he perſwaded man at b(t, and thereby cau- 
{cd him to fall, telling him , by diſobeying God he ſhould be os 
Gods. This did fo diſturb, burden, and trouble that will in them, 
that whcn there came any tothe Meeting that day, that they were 
willing to hear thera ſpeak words, that many times it I did while 
{uch were there, when none was cither {peaking or praying, yet 
it I began to {peak a few words, then one or other of them would 
cithcr 
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either ſtand up and fall a ſpeaking, or fall down upon their knees 
and pray, or ele go out of the Meeting, and fo break up the Mee- 
ting 3 and fo they put out their hands againſt me, ſaying, Lay bold 
on him : Yet amongſt all theſe that did put forth their hands a- 
gainit me, there was never any cne of them that would begin a 
diſcourſe with me, concerning ny ſpeaking, no not one of them > 
and yct I conitantly when the Meeting was ended , followed them 
to the atorc{aid chick mans houſe whither they contlantly went, 
and there flaycd till thcy went from thence 3, it they went trom 
thence that night, I ſaw their going away 3 ard it they ſtayed 
there all night, then 1 fiayed there until they were about going to 
ſupper ; And ſometimes I would begin the difcourſe with them, 
to know why they dealt ſo by me, but I received very pitiful an- 
ſwers from thcm, ſometimes they would ſay they thought I had 
done ſpeaking, becauſe I did not follow on to ſpeak fo fatt as ſome 
do z and ſometimes I had this anſwer, that if any thing be revea- 
led to another that litteth by, the firſt was to hold his peace; ard 
therefore when they began to ſpeak, 1 was to hold my peace 3 
indeed I did fo, becauſe 1 would beger nodilturbance; but that is 
not the meaning of the Scripture, but the meaning of the Scripture 
isquite contrary, tor if any thing be revealed to one that fitteth 
by, the firſt is to hold his peace, before he that had any thing rc- 
vealed to him was to begin to ſpeak , or elſe how could they all 
Propi«cy one by one, and it was the practice of the Apoliles , as 
you may read Ads 15, And it is the confiant practice amongli 
them, thattheone leaves {peaking before the other begins 3 but 
ſo much the ſubtilty of the Serpent had prevailed with them, as 
to excuſe themſelves for what they had done , as that they would 
wrovg, and abuſe the Scripture, and not onely the Scripture , but 
their own pratice, Others of them whercin the ſubtilty of the 
Serpent did not {o much appear in ſewing tig-leaves together to 
make themſelves Aprons to cover their nakednels with : They 
dealt plainly with me, and told me, that indeed they had nothing 
againit the words I ſpake, nor agaiolt me, but the reaſon why they 
did it was, becauſe they were informed that my {peaking at other 
times was a burden and trouble to many in the Meeting. Theſe 
are truly in {ubſtance the very Anſwers that have been given me, 
when I have begun any diſcourſe with any ot them, toknow why 
they dealt fo diforderly by me: And I thall leave it to the wit- 
neſs of God in every mans Conſcience , whether theſe in their 
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thus dealing with me, were not in the ſame fiate and condition, 
and carrved out by the ſame ſpirit that the Twelve were in, when 
they met with one caſting out Devils in Jelus Nawe, and they 
forbade him, becauſe he did not tollow them. 

When Jcſus had calt out of the Gaderean the unclean ſpirits or 
devils, he commanded him to go home to his houſe, to his friends. 
and-tell them and ſhew unto them how great things the Lord had 
done for him, and had compathion on him 3 and he obeyed the 
Command of Jeſus , in publiſhing throughout the whole City 
how great things Jeſus had done tor him, and all men did marvel, 
as you may {ce Mark 5. Luke 9. 

Theſe Gaderenes, although for the great loſs that they had of 
their Swine , they praycd and beſought Jclus in that body of 
his to depart from them out of their Coalt; yet when the 
man, out ot whom Jeſus had calt unclean ſpirits or devils, prayed 
and bcſought him that he might be with that body of Jeſus, but 
Teſus would not ſuffer him, but ſent him heme to tell and toſhew 
to his friends what great things God had done for him, in having 
compallion on him 3 and according to the Command of Jeſus, 
he went his way, and publiſhed throughout the whole City how 
great things Jeſus had done for him: And the Gaderenes when 
they heard him begin to publiſh what great things God had done 
for him, they did not go away from him, and would not hear 
him, and defire him to hold his peace, and not to publiſh any more 
what great things that God had done for him,ncithezzzid they fall 
a {peaking to prevent or hinder him from Publiſhing what great 
things God had done fog him 3 no, $229 did not deal fo by him, 
but on the contrary, they ſtaid and patiently heard him without 
interrupting or hindring of him from publiſhing the great things 
that God had done for him, there was not one ot them that ſhew- 
&d any diſlike to what he publiſhed of the great things that God 
had done for him ſo tar were they from ſhewing diſlike at what 
he did, that all men marvelled at it. 

I ſhall leave it to the witneſs of God in every one, to judge 
whether or no theſe Gaderenes thall not riſe up in Judgment and 
condemn (ome, that when Jeſus had cati out the uoctan ſpirits 
or devils out of a man, and commanded him to tell, to ſhew what 
great things that God had done for him , to his triends where he 
lived that when he began to tell and to ſhew what great things 
that God had done tor him, they would not ſtay to hear him, but 
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went away from him, and defired him to declare no more a- 
monglt them what great things thag God had done for him, or 
elſe ſome of them to begin to ſpeak, to the end to prevent him 
from making known what great things God had by his oncly be- 
gotten Son Fzfus done in him and tor him. 

But all this did not in the lea(t diiturb, diſquiet, or trouble me, 
although I was looked upon by moti of them, as 4525 looked up- 
on Elijah to be a Troubler of Tſrae! : for when 1 went atccr the 
Meetings were cnded to the atorefaid chict mans houſe, not one 
in five of them would take any notice ef me , not to mach as to 


give me the hand, the uſual cultom among, them , at their par- | 


ting, that ſo if I had wanted a hand to have been helped to Hea- 
ven thereby, I muſt have.ſtaycd behind tor any heip 1 thould have 
had of them : And it they were going by me at their going away 
out of the houſe, they would turn their backs to me , arid their 
faces another way, becauſe they would not fee mez and yet all 
this never in the leaſt moved me , but I was kept by the ſpirit 
of Jeſus in me in quietncſs and peace in me, knowing whoſe work 
it was that I did; although by their dealings with me , 1 under- 
ſtood I was not onely ſleighted by them , but made an hiſs and 
by -word among thoſe called of the World 3 for what they did by 
me, was not done in a corner, but openly, publickly , {ornetimes 
in the preſence of ſome hundreds that came to the Mceting out of 
ſeveral Pariſhes round about; and the great man of the Meeting, 
when one time I was at a monthly Meeting , and there made a 
complaint of the Meeting, that they did not deal by me, as I had 
in a Book of theirs kept for the County at the place of the month- 
ly Mceting, read , That it was an order made in general for all 
Meetings, that they ſhould do for me or any other 3 and it was 
owned by the monthly Meeting , that they ought to deal by me 
as I had dclired of them, and as it was writ in their Book they 
ought to do it 3 yet this great man of eſtcem fiood it out againſt 
the Mecting, that it ſhould not be done for me , although it was 
owned by the Meeting in general to be my right 3 and to excuſe 
himſelf why it ſhould not be done for me, he openly fell upon me 
in words, ſaying, That I was the greateſt trouble and burden to 
the Meeting, that ever the Meeting met withal 3 and why was it, 
but for the words I ſpake in the Meeting ? he could not deny but 
that my life and Converſation was as blameleſs as his or any that 
did belong to their Meeting, and ſo I was owned to live by the 
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monthly Meeting , and I refer my («lf to thoſe that were at the 
monthly Meeting, how patiently I did bear it , and how little I 
{pakc in my own defence, although I had truth on my fide, as in 
gencral the monthly Meeting owned (and although as to all out- 
ward things they knew 1 was not any thing beneath any of them.) 
All this their dealings by me did not in the leatt abate or hinder 
me for crying out againſt the Altar of Sclt-obedience, and againli 
the Offerings offeredathereupon,in a very firict and devout obſer- 
ving, doing, and performing all and every the outward things that 
is defied and required in that outward form of Worſhip in their 
Wills {ct by them, and thereby and therein to pleaſc, fatisfie, and 
content thernſeives, as if they were worlhipping God in his ſpirit 
and in his truth, in his Jcſus that ſaves from fin, and alſo telling of 
them what would follow and fall upon them for ſuch Worlhip and 
Service. 

But at length it happencd to me, as it did to the man of God 
ſent to cry againſt the Altar at Bethe! , who King Feroboam by his 
threatning nor by his fricnd(hip could prevail with to diſobey any 
part of the Command of God 3 bnt he was prevailed with and 
brought into diſobedience by an old Prophet , that told him that 
an Angel ſpake to him by the Word of the Lord 3 buthe lyed un- 
to him, he had no Angel ſpake co him , nor no Word from the 
Lord to ſay what he did tothe man ſent of God : It was the old 
lying Serpents (clt in him that ſpake thcſe words to him , where- 
by he deceived the man ſent of God ; and fo it happened to me. 
All the bad dealings that I had received did not in the leaſt hin- 
der me in my obedience to any part of the Command of God, 
in ſpeaking what I had in Command to ſpeak; bat it ſo happen- 
cd that I was in Company with three Women called Old Qua- 
kers, of great elteem among(t them, and although in plain words 
they did not give themfelves the Name of Propheteſs , as the old 
Prophet did, or fay as he did, that an Angel ſpake to him by the 
word of the Lord , yet they ſpake words to the ſame purpole , 
That thcy were moved by the ſpirit of God to ſpeak to me, and 
that it was in the Name of God, and for Gods fake, and many 
words to thele purpoſes that they uſcd tome and that although 
as they faid they did not know one anothers minds , nor had faid 
nothing of it before, yet they did ſpeak to that purpoſe , as it 
they all of them ſeverally one by another had a Command trom 
Ged, and that they were all moved by the ſpirit of God in them, 

at 
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at that time to ſpeak to me , and let me know from God, that 
what I ſpake in the Meeting, I did not ſpeak by a trae moving of 
the ſpirit of God in me, bat it was the wrong ſpirits ſelf in me, 
that put me forward to ſpeak ; and very many words they ſpake 
to me to theſe purpoſes : And I having had a large experience 
of the ſubtilty of the Serpents (elf in me , and how he had in for- 
mer times deceived me in a (hew of godlineſs, and then they all 
as the old Prophet did, did affirm that they had a ſeveral Ange?, 
or as they called ir, 2 {cveral moving of the ſpirit of God, ſcvcral- 
ly did move in each of them, and put them upon it to ſpeak to 
me by the word of the Lord in them (although I now know they 
all lyed to me, as the old Prophet did) yet theſe their lying words 
then ſpoken in the Name of the Lord, deceived me, as the lying 
words of the old Prophet deceived the man ſent of God, and they 
cauſed me as the Serpent did Eve, who at tirlt refifted the Tempta- 
tion, but afterwards ſhe yielded to quettion or doubt of the Come 
mand of God, whether God had ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of every tree 
of the Garden z, and (0 at firlt I rcfilted them very ſtrongly , yet at 
length through their many{words, I queſtion'd or doubted whether 
God had commanded me to fpcak as I had ſpoken, although I 
did before know that God had Commanded me to ſpeak, as Eve 
knew that God had ſaid they thould rt eat of every tree of the Gar- 
den z there was one Tree that God had Commandcd that they 
ſhould not cat thereof : And in this knowledge of what was 
Gods Command, Eve had obcycd God in, asI in that knowledge 
that it was the Command of Gcd for me to ſpeak, had obeyed 
God in » bur it was with me as it was with Eve, and the man 
ſent of God (who at firlt refified and faid Nay to the old Pro- 
phet) after the Serpent by his deceit and lye, had cauſed Eve to 
queſtion or doubt , whetlicr God had Gommanded what ſhe in 
her («lf before knew to be the Command of God, and from that 
knowledge that (the had in her (elf that it was the Command of 
God, ſhe had yielded obedience unto it 3 but ſoon after the Ser- 
pent had wrought in her to queition or doubt, whether it was the 
Command of God or no, he ſoon by his lying brought her to dif- 
obey God in his Command , and it colt her her life 3 and fo the 
man ſent of God, he knew that it was the Command of God in 
him , that he ſhould not cat bread .or drink water in that place, 
and he for a time obeyed the Command of God in him , and did 
not yicld to the detire of the old Prophet 3 but when by the ly- 
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ing of the old Prophet, and that in the word of the Lord , as the 
old Serpent in him cauſed him to ſay , he queltioned the truth of 
the Command of God in him, which betore he had obeyed , and 
would not tor the fear or friend{hip oft a King be prevailed with 
into the diſobedience of any part of itz yet by the lye of one that 
called himſelf a Prophet, and ſent of God as he was, he went from 
obeying what he had known to be the true Command of God in 
him, and believed the lye that the lying old Prophet had told him 
was the Command of God for him to obey God in, and that colt 
him his life 3 and fo it was with me, although at firlt I reſiſted 
them ſirongly, and would give no way to them , yet afterwards 
by the lyes that they told me in the word of the Lord, as they pre- 
tended to me, that it was by the motion of the ſpirit of God in 
them , that they ſpake to me, I giving ſome credit tothem, as 
Eve did to the Serpent, and the man ſent of God to the old lying 
Prophct, I began to queſtion the truth of the Command of God 
in me, which before 1 knew to be the Command of God in-me, 
and had obeyed God therein z and | did with Eve and the man of 
(7d, who gave more credit to the lye the Serpent told, and the 
old Prophet told, than tothe truth ſpoken in them and to them 
by the ſpirit of God 3 and ſo did I give more credit to the lye that 
they (pake to me, inthat they told me it was by the moving of 
{cit in me that I ſpake, and-not by the Command of God 3 and 
by believing them in their ye, I went out of the obedience to what 
I knew was the Command of God in mc ,, and to me, .and for a 
time I had obeyed God i:, which all the hard or bad dealings that 
I] had mict witha) could not in the Icalt prevail with me , to dil- 
obty the Conmard of God in me and to mz, to [peak what God 
had given nic in Cormnand to ſpeak z but I was prevailed with, 
and prevailcd over by the lycs ſpoken in the Name of the Lord 
{as was pretended) by the three old Quakers Clo called) and no 
ſooner did 1 by rhe lycs that they had ſpoken to me, begin to 
queltion or doubt uf the truth of Gods Command in me to (peak, 
but there quietly got vp in me a diſobedience to the Command 3 
and when | tourd in me a motion to fpcak as tormerly I had, I 
did not yield obedience to the motion, but went into the difobe- 
dience, and kept iilence,'as they had defined of me to do, and fo it 
colt me my lite, tor ſcon attcr a Lion by the way met with me and 
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Jeſus, as he is the Lamb of God in making known in man and 
to man the Commands of God, what man is to do in obedience to 
God 3 and ſo in mans yielding of obedience to the Commands of 
God, he makes known the love of God to man and in man, and 
thus as a Lamb, and a& in man like a Lamb in innocency , fo he 
may be ſlain, yea, he is ſlain in man by his diſobedience to God. 
As I have known the ſlaying of him, by my diſobedience to the 
Command of God, and as he is thus a Lamb in man, and as the 
part of a Lamb in man, ſo the ſame God, the ſame Power , that 
hath ſent him as a Jeſus to (ave man, to ſave all men that will be- 
lieve in him, that will yicld obedience to what he makes known in 
them and to them,. to be the Command of God for them to obey 
God in (ſo the fame God, the ſame Power hath made him Judge 
both of the Living and of the Dead: And ſo as he is a Judge, he 
is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, and that as a Lion, as a Judge 
found him , ſoon meeting of me atter my diſobedience, in not o- 
beying the Command of God , to ſpeak as he gaveme a Com- 
mand to ſpeak , and he ſlew me, he paſſed the ſentence of Con- 
demnation upon me for my difobedience, and made me ſenſible of 
my diſobzdience, and I knew I had tranſgreſſed, and 1 willingly 
{ubmitted to Gods Chattiſement, as did the man fent from God, 
when it was told him, that tor his diſobedience that his Carkaſs 
ſhould not come to the S:pulchre of his Fathers : You do not rcad 
in the Scripture that in the leaſt he murmured or refle&ed upon 
the Chaſtiſement of God for his diſobedience. 

And the paſting of this ſentence of Condemnation upon me was 
ſo great, as that I may truly (ay it flew me; that is, as to my own 
apprehentions I was as it were ſlain, in that I did not find any 
more movings of God in me to {peak, as I tormerly had, nor did 
I ind in me any more (tirrings or drawings of the ipirit of God 
in me, to Meditation, Contemplation, or muling of Ged, and of 
his Goodneſs to me, as betore my difobedicnce I otten had and 
was much refreſhed and comforted thereby, in wiat God in thoſe 
Meditations, Contemplations, or mulings of God , and his Good- 
neſs made known to me of himſclf, in what he was to man as a 
Creator and a Redeemer, and what man was in his Image and 
likeneſs, as Created and Redeemed ; nor did I tind fuch treih ma- 
nifcliations and making known of Gods love to me , as before [ 
had done, thereby to cauſe my love to increaſe to (od 3 and al- 


though I went to the Meeting, and kept it conſtantly as betore, 
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yet 1 found no comfort or refreſhment thereby, as formerly I had 
done when 1 ſtood in my obedience to God. 

And in this lain ſtate for my diſobedience, I continued a long 
time, Art length, the firſt appearance that I apprchended or took 
notice of that God ſtirred or moved in me by his Spirit, was the 
movings or ſtirrings up of a defire in me to underſtand the myſic- 
iy of Adam, the Woman, the Garden, the Serpent, the forbidden 
Fruit, and the cating of it, and the death that man died in the 
day he cat thereof : And to leave {ſomething of it in writing ( not 
in print, | had no thoughts of any ſuch thing then ) that others 
might know what God had made known to me of the (ubtilty of 
the Serpent in manz and fo little did 1 then think of writing 
much, that I began upon halt a ſheet of Paper, thinking upon that 
I might write what was Gods will that I ſhould leave in writing 3 
but it excccded the halt ſheet, and came into ſeveral ſheets : And 
when 1 thought I had done writing, and had tacked the ſheets to- 
gether, intending to fend them to printing, it pleaſed God to take 
trom m2 a Child, whom I loved, as being in the outward body 
more like me than any Child I had 3 and ſuch was Gods goodneſs 
to mc, although I had a natural affc<Cion to her as a Father, yet 
I was (o well fatisfhicd with the will of God therein, that it was 
no inward trovhle or dilturbance to me, but I was as if it had not 
been, in }zv:rp my will retigned and given up into the will of 
Geo therein, And then God moved and fiirred in me to write 
fomcothing of what I knew of denying my {elf, and taking up the 
Croſs 2nd t.!!owing of Jeſus; and 1 did not think therein to have 
wiit fo muci as would have tilled one (heet of Paper z not having 


the call thought, as God is my witneſs, of making any the leali 
mention ot what | knew of taking up the Croſs and following of 
jct.-.whin I Good in my obcdience to him, in ipcaking what he 


nad ziver me in command to ſpeak through all the oppoting I met 
with z but hnding it lay as a duty upon me, after I had began to 
wire vi teit-denial, and taking up the Croſs and following of Je- 
{-:2. 4 was then and thereby, as my duty required to make known 
what I knew, how the ſubtile Serpent deceives man in an out- 
ward torm of Religion, perlwading them that in that outward 
torin of Religion, they are denying of themſelves, and taking up 
the Crols and tollowing of Jelus; when indced and in truth they 
are but a {ctting up of ſelt in them : And I have yielded in doing 
my duty thercin, left through my difobedicnce therein, God might 

have 
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have dealt with mic as he did by me for my diſobedicnce in not 
ſpeaking. 

And if any that (hall read what I have herein writ, and there 
(hall and does riſe in them a ſpirit to think or to ſpeak that I 
have not done well in it, to make ſo publick the failings, weak- 
neſſes, infirmities, or miſcarriages of Friends to me, or rather to 
that of Jeſus in me 3 I ſhall ſay, that by the ſame Spirit they may 
upon the fame grounds as well think and fay that Matthew and 
Lhe did not do well, or rather the ſpirit of God in Matthew and 
Luke did not do well in making, by writing ſo much, more publick 
the failings, weakneſs, infirmities, or miſcarriages of the Twelve 
to Jeſus z as I have done the failings, weatncſs, intirmities, or 
miſcarriages of others to that which was of Jeſus in me. Eut fo 
it hath pleaſed the infinite wiſe God to leave their failings, weak- 
neffes, infirmities, or miſcarriages, and not onely theirs, but 0- 
thers of his faithful Servants, in writing, and now in print; not 
tothe end to be as Examples for us to follow, but to be as Warn-- 
ings for us to have a care that we by the ſubtilty of che Serpent, 
do not fall as they did : for they and we ftand and are faved by 
all one and the fame Faith, in tne fame Jeſus 3 and what is writ- 
ten, is written for our Inſtruction and Learning, 

And I know that the ſame Spirit that will blame me for ma- 
king fo publick the dealings of Friends by me, will alſo blame 
me tor medling with the tailings, weakneſſes, infirmities, or miſ- 
carriages of the Twelve as it did in ſome Friends for ſpeaking 
of the failings of Fob, who although perte& and upright, and how 
patiently he bore what God ſuffered Satan to afflict him with, yet 
his patience did not always continue the fame; for it it had, he 
would never have curſed the day cf his birth, &c. I made but 
uſe of this in my ſpeaking in the Meeting, to ſhew what great 
need we all had to {tand upon our watch, leſt at any time we be 
overcome by the ſubtilty of the Adverſary 3 and this gave fuch an 
offence , that I was by two, counted no {mall Fricnds, at two {c- 
veral times, rebuked tor mentioning Fob's failings. 

« And therefore Iexpedt noother, but by the fame Spirit I (hall 
be ſentenced and judged for my making fo publick the dealings 
of thoſe called Friends or Quakers to me, or rather to that which 
was of Jeſus in me; but it they do, I know by what Spirit it is 
that they ſo judge and cenſure me : That it is not by the ſpirit 


of God, for the example of the ſpirit of God 1 follow 3 it is the 
example 
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example of God by his ſpirit in Matthew and Luke, to make pub- 
lick in writing the dealings of the Twelve by Jeſus: It is the ex- 
ample of God by his ſpirit in Pal, to make publick in writing 
Peter's not walking uprightly according to the truth of the Goſpel, 
but diſſembled : It is the example of God by his ſpirit in the holy 
men of old, that gave forth the Scriptures, to make publick in wri- 
ting the failings of the belt of his Servants 3 as of Noah, Abraham, 
Lot, Moſes, David, Fob, and others : And therefore 1 ſhall con- 
clude with the words of Jcſus), Mat. 10. 24, 25. The diſciple is 
not above his maſter, nor the ſervant above bis lord. It is enough for 
the diſciple that be is as bis maſter, and the ſervant as his lord : if 
they have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall 
they call them of the houſhold * 


I have forborn the mentioning of any Name or Names, and ſo 
I ſhall, unleſs I hear what 1 have written be contradicted, or 
the truth of it queſtioned 3 and then I may not onely name 
the Names of the Perſons, but the Places where they either 
ſpake, or did what I have herein mentioned. | 


READER, 
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READER, 


Hoſoever thou art that ſhall rees what I fave 
writ, if upon the reading of what I have writ 
of the dealings of ſome of thoſe called Quakers to me, 
thou ſhalt therefore judge or think the worſe of the 
Truth thoſe called Quakers own and believe in, that is, 
of the true Light in them, which Light is Jeſus that 
came to fave his People from their fins; and that Jeſus 
who is the true Light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the World, it is onely he, and there is none 
other that can ſaveany one from their ſins ; and the way 
that they own that God is to be worſhipped in, by this 
Jeſas the true Light in them, is to worthip him in his 
Spirit and Truth. « 

That evil Spirit that would lead thee or cauſe thee, 
upon the reading of what I have writ, to judge or think 
the worſe of the Truth owned and believecl by thoſe cal- 
led Quakers, and of the way owned and believed by them 
that God is to be worſhipped in, becauſe of the dealings 
of ſome of them to me ; the ſame evil Spirit, upon the 
ſame ground, may lead thee or cauſe thee to judge or 
think the worſe of Jeſus, and of the way that he decla- 
red that God the Father was to be worſhipped in; and 
that becauſe of the dealings of the Twelve by him, as I 
have in what I have writ, mentioned of their dealings 
by Jeſus; as that they did not believe all that he fa:& to 
be true, nor did they always underſtand the truth {poken 
by him, but by Peter he was rebuked for ſpeaking, t!:e 
truth; and all of them did contradi& him in his ſpeak- 
ing the truth, ſaying to him, That ſhould not be done to 
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him, and that by them, that he had faid ſhould be done 
ro him, and that by them; as when he told them they 
ſhould be all offended becauſe of him that night, and fo 
offended as to be ſcattered and forſfake him ; and as he 
ſaid they ſhould therein deal by him, ſo they did deal by 
him, although they had all faid they would not deal fo 
by him. And moreover, there was one of the Twelve 
that for the love he had to money, betrayed him and fold 
him to them that he knew ſought for him to take away 
his life. Thus much you may read in the Scriptures, of 
the dealings of the Twelve by Jeſus : And therefore I do 
ſay, that the ſame evil Spirit that would have thee to 
judge or think the worſe of the Truth that is owned 
and believed by thoſe called Quakers, of rheir worſhip- 
ping God in Spirit and Truth, becanſe of what I have 
writ, that ſome of them have done to me. The ſame 
evil Spirit, upon the ſame ground, may cauſe thee to 
judge and think the worſe of Jeſus, and of the truth that 
Jeſus preached, becauſe of what the Twelve did to him, 
that thou mayeſt read written inthe Scriptures. 

God knows and bears me witneſs, that why I make 
mention of their dealings to me, is to do what I belie- 
ved I ought to do; thereby to make known what know- 
ledge and acquaintance man may have of Jeſus in the fleſh, 
and yet not know Jeſus in his Death and RefurreQion, as 
the Twelve who had the moſt knowledge of him and ac- 
quaintance with him in the fleſh, and were ſent by him 
to preach and caſt out Devils, and yet knew him not in 
his Death and Reſurrection. And therefore man may go 
a great way in an outward form of Worſhip, and in an 
outward following of Jeſus, and yet not” come fully to 
know what it is to deny himfelf daily, and take up his 
Croſs to all ſelf, and be a Follower of Jeſus in the Spirit. 
As the Twelve, although they followed him in the fleſh, 
and ſohad the moſt acquaintance with him, yet they had 

not 
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not in that time of their knowing of him and followin 
of him in the fleſh, ſo fully learned that Leſlon of felt. 
denial and taking up of thedaily Croſs to their own wills, 
as they learned it when they knew his Death and Reſur- 


re&ion in themſelves, and followed him in the Spirit : 


And as Paul faid, They knew no man after the fleſh : yea, 
though we have known Chriſt after the fleſh, yet now hence» 
* forth know we him no more. 

Oh, how ſubrilly the Serpent ſelf in man can and does 
att in an outward form of worſhipping God, tempting 
man in that knowledge and underſtanding that he hath 
of God, tocat of the forbidden Tree, that he might there- 
by be as Gods ? 

I do therefore beſeech the Readers to have a great 
care that they be not deceived by the Serpents ſubtilty 
therein, as I do know he hath formerly deceived me. 

And alſo I do beſcech them not to anſwer the deſires 


of the ſubtile Serpent or Tempter in them, as to judge or 


think the worſe of the Truth, the true Light in man, or 
of thoſe called Quakers, becauſe of ſome ill dealings done 
by ſome of them to- 


Henry Abbut. 
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